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NEWS FLASH 
Accordion-playing, exchange-student from German is seeking family for this  
academic year. For more info, go to our website: www.azaccordionclub.com. 

 
Featured Guests Appearing at the August  18th Meeting  

Our Own Members – yes AGAIN! —- >  [ Drum Roll..] YOU!!!   

· The June meeting featured our talented members was such a success that we’re doing a reprise on August 18.  
· And, yes, again we will have live backup performers for you – drums, bass, guitar…the whole enchilada. 
· And the theme is MUSIC FOR A HOT AND STEAMY AUGUST NIGHT.  
· Well you can just imagine what that might entail.  
· Think soft lights and really sexy dance partners. (Play for them!!!) 
· Call your friends right now and get together to practice solos, duets, trios – whatever. 
· Show up and show your stuff on August 18. 
· If you’re not going to play, come prepared to sing, dance, clap, or snap your fingers.  
· INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY.  
· Let’s make a predictably hot evening even HOTTER. 

“Coming Up for the September 15 th Meeting ” 
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July 21st Meeting of the Arizona Accordion Club Review By Pete and Raye Donatella  

 
A workshop for accordion players with a wide range of playing experience would 
not be an assignment that I would seek to conduct.  Gordon Kohl is a master 
when it comes to this task.  He communicates very effectively the message of 
blending the sound of the accordion as it is embraced and enhanced by the digi-
tal sounds of his Concerto Midi-like instrument.  His presentation moved fast and 
covered several styles of music, but his handout “Voicing Your Music for Digital 
MIDI Accordion” gives a comprehensive connection to all that was covered in the 
hour long workshop.  One measure of the success we had was the very well per-
formed pieces we played.  We got to keep his arrangements of “Moon River”, 
and “A Day in the Life of A Fool” as well as his own composition “Venetian 
Minstrel”.  Gordon was able to guide each player toward an optimum choice of 
reed selection that would give a perfect blend to the final output.  All the while he 
played his Concerto to strengthen his point of blending and balancing the per-

formance. What a masterful job, and what a pleasure to be a part of this experience! 
 
When the workshop ended, Dr. Howard Van Orden took over.  He played  some 
wonderful pre-meeting music, starting with an Italian medley that included, “Come 
Back to Sorrento” followed by a French medley that had “The River Seine” in full 
musette sound.  His own composition of “Beautiful Christine”, written for his wife, 
was one of the highlights of his performance.  Thank you, Howard , for this informal 
interlude for our meeting. 
 
All the while that Howard  played, members and guests mingled and connected, and 
Gordon  examined and diagnosed several accordion mysteries.  He is very knowl-
edgeable when it comes to the workings of the instrument.  He helped me person-
ally with a programming problem I’ve had and I thank you Gordon . 

 
After the break we were entertained by Josip Baginac playing  three 
pieces, “Yankee Doodle Rag”, “Barbara Polka”, and “Tebi Acyko 
Misli Lete”, two of which he will play in competition at the AFNA 
event in August. 
 
GO JOSIP!! 
 
 
 

Rosemary Smith did a very good job on a Dixie medley,  
and provided a perfect segue to the ensemble.   
Thank you Rosemary . 
 
Speaking of the AFNA event, the Ensemble is just about ready with their 
two contest pieces and they performed them for us.  The “Super Market 
Polka” and “Old Comrades” are now in the final stages of being 
“PERFORMANCE READY”.  

 
The ensemble now has Jerry Szymanski, Jan Mundy, Jay Stevens, Leigh Dech aine, and Jack Dermody going to 
LA for the AFNA event August 15, 16, and 17, with Lester Rosner, Toni Dimond, Chuck Voinovich, Paul B etken 

and myself ( Pete Donatella ) in the wings for future events. �� ���������	��	
���	

 �����  
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Meeting Place 

Interim President Jack Dermody  
(602) 237-5627 
Vice President  Elmer Faser  
(623) 584-9801 
Secretary Leigh Dechaine   
(623) 582-3746 
Treasurer  Pete Donatella  
(623) 877-1846 
President Emeritus Al Monte  

Board Of Directors 

Bulletin Staff 

Dionne Hauke Editor (602) 266-9622 
Jennifer Stocker Distribution 
Jeff Carpenter Web Master 
http://www.azaccordionclub.com� 
Sal Genco Video Camera 
Joe Geremia  Still Photos 

St. Stephen’s Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 
(602) 997-4563 

Third Monday of the Month 
Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 
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LETTER FROM THE PREZ  
 
STARS WANTED.  
     Hey, gang, I’m using this month’s president’s letter to open the floodgates to 
happy and joyful participation in this wonderful club of ours. Those of you who 
know our board members and officers know darn well that these folks are selfless, 
happy, and amazing people. If “selfless, happy, and amazing” describes YOU – 
and of course it DOES – then let us know what you would like to do help the club. 
Here are just a few of our immediate NEEDS:  
 
MEMBERSHIP TEAM STAR:   
     Probably the job with the most fun in is one which deals with our members – 
both old and new. Recruit them. Welcome them. Talk with them. Listen to them. 
Mail them things. Invite them to do fun things. Provide them with the membership 
directory. For those who want to spend a little well-appreciated time as a Mem-
bership Team Member, call Cindy Geremia or Jack Dermody. Contact info is 
found at the end of this letter.  
 
STAGE AND SOUND CREW STAR:  
     Our meetings require a stage set-up and a sound system that both ROCK!! 
You’ve seen Ted Lee, Pete Donatella, and Leigh Dechaine scrambling to make it 
all work – but those guys would appreciate some help. Hey, you can learn on the 
job. Just show up early from a few meetings and see if stage and sound work is 
something you’d like to join in on. Call Jack Dermody.  
 
LOIS LANE AND JIMMY OLSON:  
     Our newsletter and website do not get created out of nothing. Already half a 
dozen people work on them every month and make them more interesting. We have 
ambitious plans for even better versions of both the newsletter and the website, 
and we need your help. When lots of people are helping, the work is easy to do, the 
quality increases, the ideas are better, and – I promise – you will ENJOY being 
part of a powerful group of people who are proud of their work. Are you Lois 
Lane or Jimmy Olson? Call Dionne Hauke, Pete Donatella, or Jack Dermody. 
Contact info follows below.  
 
 
 Best, Jack Dermody  
 
CONTACTS: 
Leigh Dechaine (623) 582-3746 
Email: LaneInd@aol.com 
 
Jack Dermody (602) 237-5627  
Email: azaccordionclub@cox.net 
 
Pete Donatella (623) 877-1846 
Email: pdonatella@cox.net 
 
Cindy Geremia (602-692-8121 
Email: cindygeremia@cox.net 
 
Dionne Hauke (602) 266-9622 
Email: dionnehauke@gmail.com 

Jerry Szymanski            (480) 488-0949 
Cindy Geremia                602)  369-8121 
Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 
Joe Geremia                     602) 692-8121 
Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 
Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 
Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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Newsletter Inputs 
Please submit accordion related items you read about, see, or experience, etc. that could be of interest  
to the club care of Jack at AzAccordionClub@cox.net . Or Dionne at dionne.hauke@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events  
 

AUGUST 
 
23-24, Sat-Sun, The Eighteenth Annual Cotati Accordion Festival , Events include group playing and jamming, Hugh Morrison, Alex 
Meixner, Limpopo, The Great Morgani, the Georges La mman Ensemble, Joe Domitrowich, Dick Contino , Polka Freakout, 
Brian Jack  and the Zydeco Gamblers , the Steve Balich band in the polka tent, and a Zydeco tent. wwwcotatifest.com or 707-669-
0444. 
 
15-17 (Friday to Sunday ) The Arizona Accordion Club Competing at the 53rd Annual AFNA Festival. Held at Knott's Berry Farm 
Hotel, Buena Park, California. If you love your club, DO NOT MISS This WONDER- FUL TRIP!!! ESCAPE THE HEAT! Call JACK 
DERMODY 602-237-5627 or AzAccordionClub@cox.net 
 
13 to 15 The American Accordionists' Association 70th Compet ition and Festival , Arlington, VA (Washington DC). Featuring 3 
international competitions: AAA International Piano Accordion Competition, The Annual Vivian Vivio Stola- ruk International Entertain-
ment Competition for Accordionists, and the Maddalena Belfiore Entertainment Competition for Female Accordionists.  
Information at www.ameraccord.com Contact 718-356-8323. or AAA1938@aol.com. 
 
Sunday the10th at 2pm. Frank Marocco in concert and workshop in the San Diego area.  
For info, contact Kjell Holmes at 858-453-5486 or Gordon Kohl at 619-427-4344. 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
On the 20th, The 2nd Roland International V – Accordion Festival in LA California.  
Contact Ron Lankford, Festival Coordinator 323 890-3700 ronlankford@rolandus.com 
 
Mon-Thurs, September 29-October 2. The Las Vegas International Accordion Convention at the Gold Coast Hotel, Get info at 
www.accordioninfo.com/convention or 1-800-472-1695 or paul@accordioninfo.com Registration includes 7 meals. Stars include Dick Contino, Art 
Van Damme, Peter Soave. Unforgettable entertainment, inspiring workshops, and special events. 
 

OCTOBER 
 
4-5 (whole weekend ) Tempe’s WAY OUT WEST OKTOBERFEST Featuring the Arizona Accordion Club at the Opening Ceremonies! 
 
11. Saturday 3-6 p.m., Margaret Hance Park, Phoenix, AZ The 3rd Annual Old World Phoenix Oktoberfest featuring the Arizona Accordion 
Club Ensemble. Sponsored by the Arizona Center for Germanic cultures, Inc. Check their website at www.PhoenixOktoberfest.com. 
 
11-14 Oktoberfest in Mt. Angel, Oregon, Die Schlau Berg VERY HOT GERMAN BAND that plays all over the country/ Their very mission is 
"Keeping the Traditionalists on their Feet and the New Generation Interested." They perform rhythms from Alpine power to rock and roll .  
We can LEARN from them! Call 503-845-9440 for tickets See their website at www.dsb.com 
 
17-19, Friday to Sunday 3-Day Polka Extravaganza at the Pulaski Club, 4331 E McDowell, Phoenix.  
Info: David Bronczkiewica (602) 741-8214 nickelcity_dave@yahoo.com 
 
18. Saturday. The Arizona Accordion Club  Fall Festival at St. Luke’s Church.  
Contact Leigh Dechaine to sign up to play. 623-582-3746. Email: LaneInd@aol.com 
 
18-19 Donna Clay and Polka Power California – Slovene Hall. See www.polkabob.com for details. 
 

JANUARY 2009 
 
21-25. (Wed-Sun). Frank Marocco Accordion Event at the Dobson Ranch Inn in Mesa, AZ.  
Free concert open to public on Saturday night.  
Sign up for this important and magical workshop at danjgrauman@comcast.net . 
 

FEBRUARY 2009 
 
8. Jack Dermody performing with Arizona Accordion Club MEMBERS at Accordion Lovers Society International in San Diego, as part of 
monthly meeting 1-4 p.m. Check out San Diego website at http://www.accordion-club-sandiego.org/  
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Honorary Members 
Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Len ny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 
Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla-Rini *  Myron Floren * Al Monti 

Arizona Accordion Club Ensemble News 
 

NEW REHEARSAL HOURS: The ensemble meets every Thursday from 6:30—8:30 at the Holiday Spa Mobile Home Resort at 
10401 N Cave Creek in Phoenix. Call Jack Dermody if you want to visit or join. (602) 237-5627. 

Write down this date: Thursday, August 21. We invite all comers to join the ensemble to prepare for the Oktoberfest 
season. There will be no fees or costs for these events — just your time and love of music. We expect up to 20 or so 
players at this time. Believe me, we will be welcome at many venues like The Way Out West Oktoberfest  in Tempe, 
the Phoenix Oktoberfest  and of course the Arizona Accordion Festival (see advertisement  on page 5). 
 
During our Oktoberfest shows, we feature soloists a lot , so, if you’re the least bit interested in “squeezin’ your stuff” for 
big audiences, start getting your repertoire together right now…and practice!!! You’ll be backed up by a drummer and 
tuba player whenever possible. Let us know if you sing or play duets or trios with others.  
These acts will make any Oktoberfest show we produce even more exciting. 
 
As of November 1, we’ll be preparing for the holiday season,  
as well as major events that occur in the first three months of 
the year,, Valentines, Presidents Day, and St. Patrick’s Day.  
 
SPECIAL NOTE TO SNOWBIRDS: We are designing ensem-
ble seasons around your arrival and departure, so don’t be 
afraid to participate! (By the way, the March  meeting will be 
dedicated to Snowbirds , and you wonderful folks will be  
encouraged to showcase your very best music. 
 
Got some good ideas? Well, SHARE them with us. 
Musical Directors: Jack Dermody and  Pete Donatella 
Booking Coordinator:  Jay Stevens (602) 819-5505 
stevensjc027@msn.com 



Come Hear Us Play                           Mail Call  
 
 

Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick : 
 

Haus Murphy’s 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 

Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 

Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 

Augie Figurelli : 
For weekly updates 

Check www.augieperforms.com 
 

Bill Regina : 
 

The Black Forest Mill Restaurant  
4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix 

Every Saturday May to December, 6:00 to 9:00 
 

John Smoltz : 
 

The Black Forest Mill Restaurant 
4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix  

Every Friday May to December, 6:00 to 9:00 
 

 Tony Putrino :  
480 483-3943  

 
The Hurricajuns :  

 
Shot of Java , 

7003 N. 58th Ave. Glendale (623) 847-2423.  
2nd Saturday of every month  

 
Outside Arizona  

Chuck Bacino 
 
Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant  
3200 Las Vegas Blvd.  NV  
Thursday-Sunday 6:00-10:00 PM  
 
 
All these events and more are listed online at the 
Arizona Accordion Club’s My Space Page :  
  
http://www.myspace.com/azaccordionclub    

We Get your Letters and EMAILS !  
 
Subject: July meeting 
From: Roxanna Baker 
To: azaccordionclub@cox.net 
 
Jack, 
 Thank you for a very entertaining evening.   
We certainly enjoyed meeting you and other members 
of your Club at the July meeting.  
  
The workshop and concert by Gordon Kohl was terri-
fic, as usual.  He is a great musician and instructor.  I 
always enjoy his performances. 
  
You have many fine accordionists in your Club, as 
shown by the solos and ensembles presented.  Good 
luck with the competition in CA.  The ensemble really 
sounded good and I can appreciate the hours of practice 
it takes to play well together.  Keep up the good work. 
  
Thanks again for your hospitality and best wishes to 
you and the AZ Club. 
  
Kindest regards, 
Roxanna Baker 
Accordion Club of Tucson 
www.accordionstucson.com  
 

Accordion Instructors: 
 

Tony Putrino 480 483-3943  
 Dr. Van Orden 623 203 7909  
Joanne Drum 480 994-4698l 
Pete Donatella 623 877-1846   
Jack Dermody 602-237-5627 

The Arizona Accordion Club Page 7   

Silent Reeds  
 

Long time member of the AAC, ���������	
���
will be missed . He could always be found at a 
meeting sitting with his sister, and he was a great 
supporter of our club and the accordion. We miss 
him. 
 
    To Joe’s  friends and family the club wishes to 
extend their sympathies in you time of loss. 
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Want to be listed? Contact Dionne c/o Ziggie’s 3309 North 3rd Street, Phoenix, AZ 85012.  Or e-mail Dionne at ziggies.music@gmail.com. 

DVD’s of Club Meetings are available.  
Ask any Board member (board members are listed on page 3. ) 

“All Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored events are copyrighted by the Board of the Arizona Accor-
dion Club and are for the private use of our audience. Any other use of these programs or of any pictures, descriptions 
or accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club meetings, events and it’s performers, without a written approval of consent 
by the Arizona Accordion Club Board, is Prohibited” 

�����
���������������
Coming in 2008 and 2009 to  

������
�����������
�������  
August  ����������	
����

(Members play Music for a Steamy Night) 
September    �
��������
��  

October   ����	����
��
��������	��������  
November      ������������  

December      �
�����
�
�

�����
January    ����������
��
���
February �� ������

�
�����

March   ����
����
���  
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Catch us on the World Wide Web http://www.azaccordionclub.com   or My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com� 
 
Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link offers Photos and 
bios of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to Jeff Carpenter at 
jpcarp@gmail.com   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-2700 
 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 
 

“Quality is remembered long after price is forgotten” 



Musical Items For Sale: 
 

Peavey Pro Twin Speakers 115TLS, 16” Bass, 4” Mids, 4” X 2” Highs 2 1/4” jacks, As New $325 for the pair. 
Furman  A/C line Regulator, Conditioner / Surge protector.  Rack mount  Excellent $260.00  
Castiglione Full sized Pro 4/5 MIDI Accordion . Heavily jeweled, 11 treble, 1 master , 5 bass, switches.  
Great tone well balanced, at 27 lbs. Only $3,000 
Monarch Reed less New ! Great Sounds, easy system. New Soft case. Best and Easiest Reed less to Play ! 
Mike Aman Played this last year at the AZ Accordion Club. A steal at $4,400.00 
Contact Gale Evans 480 836 1604, 480 250 1399 ( cell ) or gale2u@cox.net 

 
Harmony German Accordion. 34 Treble 48 bass ( 4 lines of 12 , counter to minor row ).2 reed treble Musette .  
14 lbs. Plays nice, old but has some years left $125.00.Frank at 602 944 6560  
 
Cordovox, recently tuned $350.00 and a GC Accordion $250.00. Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525 
 
Vintage Petosa; like new, special designs, $5,500.00.  John Bunganich  1-(760) 782-9059 
 Petosa AM1100 Midi Accordion , Musette Tuned, 4-5 reeds, played very little, $10,000.00.  
Bad back forced me to go Reedless.Call John Kremansky  608-837-7587 
email : johnlois2@charter.net  Note: Petosa is no longer producing Midi Accordions 
 
Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. Very good condition. Frank Cic 480 895-8161 
 
Digital Concerto 2 accordion, MIDI controller, Full size black with pearl keyboard. Like new. 
Hand made reeds. Four treble (MMM and L) and five bass reed sets.  
Also equipped with microphone pickups.  Will consider offers over $4200.00. Gordon Kohl 1 619 427-3444 
 
Peavey Amplifier. 200 watt, two 8” speakers. On wheels Chuck Voinovich 602 953-4000 
 
Looking for a Petosa. An S-2000 model P-800 which had 4/4 sets of reeds or a model AM1100 an S-2000 Midi.  
Have one for sale? Contact Norbert Ludewig. 908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 Ridge Way, Fanwood, NJ 07023  
 
Orla C465 Keyboard, The Ultimate Keyboard for the Accordionist. 60 Rhythms with 2 variations, 32 drum instruments, melody/
chord sequencer, MIDI in/out/thru, Plus many other features. Like New $900.00. Elmer 623 584-9801 
Castiglione accordion 41 key, 120 bass. 4/5 reeds, 8/5 switches. $900.00 Good Condition. Elmer Faser 623 584-9801 
 
Heart condition forces sale of a very excellent condition Crucianelli mfg. by Pan Accordion 4/5 reeds, deep chamber, 10 treble 
shifts master palm switch, new bass strap and new white shoulder straps, complete with Sano amp. $2250.00, will also consider 
offers and partial trades of other accordions. 
Joseph Havelka accordionmaster@cox.net 1 800 777-7221. 918 N. 148th Ave., Omaha, NE 68154 
 
Free DVD of The Arizona Accordion Club Band at their 2007 Performances, (Oktoberfest, AZ State Fair and St. Luke’s Accor-
dion Fest) Call 480 840 6574 before the meeting so Mr. Baginac can bring one for you. 
 
Drummer available. Joe Westpahl 480 474-1041 
Accordion Repairs in Coolidge Arizona. Rebuilds and tunings. Timothy Gomez 1 520 510 9317. 

 
Arizona Accordion Club Seeking… 

Speaker-Monitor for our members and guest artists.  
If you have one to sell or donate please contact Pete Donatella at (623) 877-1846. Or e-mail pdonatella@cox.net Thanks ! 

Classified ads for Musical Instruments are free of charge to Arizona Accordion Club Members.  
Phone numbers and email address for contact are suggested. 
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Ad Policy For Display ads as follows :   Prices subject to change at any time. 
                                                                                            Members   Non Members 
Business card Size                                                                                $5.00         $8.00 
Quarter page                                                                                       $10.00       $16.00 
Half page                                                                                              $20.00       $32.00 
Full page                                                                                               $40.00       $64.00    
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Right here just before Gordon  begins his beautifully crafted program, it should be men-
tioned how smoothly the meetings are running.  We now are fortunate to have a volun-
teer group that sets the sound system, attends to the registration of guests and mem-
bers, handles sales of CD’s, as well as the food people and the all important bar-keep.  
Jack , our president, is working magic, before our open eyes and ears.  Great job, Jack !  
We still need more members to take on some responsibilities!!!  Step up and ask for a 
job or a “task of love”! 
 
Gordon Kohl now took over 
the program.  He introduced 
his it by telling us that he fully 
intended to work the audi-
ence and play “Happy mu-

sic” so we could smile, and that he would feel good when we 
felt good.  And he did it!!   Gordon played a very large number 
of songs as he demonstrated all the insights he gave us in the 
workshop earlier.  He used literally hundreds of different voic-
ings as he set the accordion reeds into prominence and en-
hanced the essence of the accordion.  The individual songs 
were not the center of attention, but the accordion was.  Here 
are some of the titles: “Happy Face”, “Margaretville”, 
“Somewhere My Love”, “You Don’t Know Me”, 
“Tennessee Waltz”, “Unforgettable”, “Stardust”, and then 
a tempo wake-up “In the Mood” followed by a tango version 
of “A Day in the Life of A Fool” and “Wave”.  We were 
taken to Germany using a strong tuba bass and playing Euro-
pean style on “Pennsylvania Polka”.  Gordon used an origi-
nal composition of a “Tarantella”, followed by a Greek tune 
ending it with the tuba sound.  He moved into a ballad with 
“Autumn Leaves” with plenty of strings and piano sounds 
and then the “Blue Danube” and “Ah Marie” with a small 
bellow shake at the end.  As we were nearing the end 
Gordon  played “Malaguena”, and “Dance with Me”,  and 
invited dancers to get up and “belly rub” to “Misty” and 
“After the Lovin”.  He introduced a novelty medley of “Chili Billy” by Tony Mecca , and a 40’s Cordovox special.  No 
program would be complete without some Alpine music, and Gordon  is a pro here as well.  He went on with another 
original tune he wrote at a May Festival in Salzburg.  He performed a Cossack dance number and a requested Gypsy 
Guitar sounding piece.  He finished with a boogie bass/blues and jump number featuring the clarinet.  WOW!!!! 
Thanks to all who attended and were a part of this spectacular event. 
 
We closed out the meeting with Joan Monti, Carl Nyberg, and Jim Winning  in a nice combo playing “Room Full of 
Roses”, “Tequila” and several others.  
As a grand finale Domenic Feroce , still accompanied by Carl,  Jim and Joan, played a Frankie Yankovic polka and an 
old Marty Robbins song, “El Paso”.   What an evening, and what a “Happy Night”.  Thank you GORDON KOHL!!!!!! - 
and all the helpers that made it happen. 
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