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Featured  Guests Appearing at the June 16th  Meeting  
 

Our Members  
 

THE ARIZONA ACCORDION CLUB GUEST ARTIST  
FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE IS 

…[Drum Roll…]…  
YOU!!!  

 
Yes, June 16 is MEMBER NIGHT.  Member and non-member players are invited to show up with a tune or two or 
three to make the audience sing or dance.  
 
And, yes, the THEME for June is “Music To Sing or Dance To”. How about THEM apples!! 
 
If you intend to play sing-along music, run off copies of the lyrics so everybody in the audience can join in the singing.  
(If you have no access to a copy machine, contact Jack Dermody  who will be happy to make copies in advance.) 
 
Some folks are playing solos; others, duets; even the club band will be there show off its latest efforts. 
 
If you’re not going to play, come prepared to sing, dance, clap, or snap your fingers. 
 
 Let’s fill the night with our own music, folks. 
 

 
 

Coming Up for the July 21st  Meeting  
����������	�����������	�����������	�����������	�� ���

 
Gordon Kohl plays weekends with a local dance band, as well as solo, around Southern California. He entertains at October-
fests, conventions, accordion events and ethnic celebrations. his Publications include several books of instruction and music, 
as well as CDs and cassettes of both established tunes and his own originally composed and arranged accordion music. 
These many years of experience have produced a competent, skilled, dedicated, multi-cultural accordionist. 

More on Page 5 
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Meeting Place 

Jack Dermody (602) 237-5627 
Interim President  
Elmer Faser (623) 584-9801 
Vice President  
Leigh Dechaine  (623) 582-3746 
Secretary 
Pete Donatella (623) 877-1846 
Treasurer 
President Emeritus Al Monte  

Board Of Directors 

Bulletin Staff 

Dionne Hauke Editor (602) 266-9622 
Jennifer Stocker Distribution 
Jeff Carpenter Web Master 
http://www.azaccordionclub.com� 
Sal Genco Video Camera 
Joe Geremia  Still Photos 

 
Third Monday of the Month 

St. Stephen’s Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 
(602) 997-4563 
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Jerry Szymanski            (480) 488-0949 
Cindy Geremia                602)  369-8121 
Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 
Joe Geremia                     602) 692-8121 
Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 
Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 
Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 

���LETTER FROM THE PREZ  
 
The Arizona Accordion Club is ALL about music, and 
most of our plans and activities for the foreseeable future 
spell music, music, music.  
 
The Ensemble (we’ll be looking for a really cool name for 
it soon) is rockin’ and rollin’ – well, it’s preparing for the 
competitions in L.A. in August and putting together a one-of-a-kind set of 
music for all sorts of Oktoberfest celebrations in 2008. The sound is get-
ting tighter and more professional every single week. The members are 
loyal and hard-working. And there’s always a seat open for new mem-
bers. Just think about it – and JOIN!! We meet in North Phoenix every 
Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m.  
 
As for guest artists, take a look at the calendar for the next eight months 
in the Upcoming Events in this issue. By February of 2009, you’ll see and 
hear the nation’s best of classical, pop, jazz, latin, polka, Eastern Euro-
pean – on piano accordions and button boxes.  
 
Our members will be more front-and-center as well. Expect to hear from 
the Ensemble frequently, as well as our friends The Squeeze Masters 
later in the year. We have two members-only nights on the calendar: in 
June and August. Practice hard and be a star. And, as you may have no-
ticed, we’re inviting more audience participation to sing and dance. (I was 
told that if I want the members to dance that I have to lead the dancing, 
so Rose and I are off to Arthur Murray in the next few months. Trust me, if 
I can do it, YOU can do it!!!)  
 
There’s a lot going on around us, too. Some of us are going to get active 
at the Sun City club – a place where the attendees simply show up and 
play the first Thursday of every month. Pretty cool, don’t you think? And 
don’t forget the Accordion Club of Tucson . Apparently they live in 
“Ensemble Heaven” and are very, very active performing around town. I 
expect we’ll be paying a few visits down there in the next year. They meet 
the second Monday of every month. I’ve also booked my tickets for the 
Cotati Accordion Festival in August, and also the International Accordion 
Festival in Las Vegas at the end of September. Who wants to join me? 
 
Also we expect to run around town and take in live performances of our 
professional players. For example, one of the best places to dance to ac-
cordion music is at the Black Forest Mill German Restaurant at 4900 E. 
Indian School Road on Friday and Saturday nights with either John 
Smoltz and Bill Regina respectively. And don’t forget those other folks 
on our “Come Hear Us Play” page in this issue: Tony Putrino , Elmer 
Faser , Augie Figurelli , the Hurricajuns , Paul Kay , and so forth!!!  
 
Finally, Dionne Hauke promises to alert us regularly to big stars who 
show up in Phoenix and feature the accordion, e.g., the Red Elvises and 
Buckwheat Zydeco at the Rhythm Room, the Polka Festival at the Pu-
laski Club, etc.  
 
So are you ready to grow musically? Start your engines!!!   
(Oh, that’s another event, isn’t it?)  
 
Jack Dermody 
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Review of the May 19th  Meeting  
By Gazette Staffer Pete Donatella 

 

Next Meeting is June 16th 
The Theme: Arizona Accordion Club Members Strut Their Stuff ! 
Sign in at Front desk, with Cindy, if you want to perform.  
       The Menu for  June is Salisbury steak, mashed potatos, gravy, vegetable  
 
    Our president had just returned from a trip to Paris, France so our vice president, Elmer Faser was our host and em-
cee for the evening.  Elmer made announcements that will be mentioned in other parts of this issue and then he intro-
duced the program for the evening.   
    Things started off with the guest artists, “Retro Folk” and our own Pete Donatella .   
   The group has Maxine Eldridge on bass and vocals, Jerry Dunaway guitar and vocals, Dan Stone guitar and vocals, 
and Rick Rhodes Banjo and vocals.  Pete of course was the accordion “sit-in” for the evening.  They opened with a lively 
rendition of “Hard Travelin’”  We got to hear how the accordion compliments and is complimented by other instruments.  
Next was, “The Last Thing on My Mind” followed by “This Little Light”. It was Jack’s  wife, Rose’s  birthday and the 

group sang “Happy Birthday” and then dedicated their next song, “Forever 
Young” to Rose. This last song is the title song of their most recent CD. You 
can contact Maxine  to order a CD by calling 623-561-8686. 
 
The next three tunes were all 60’s classics, “Foggy Mountain Breakdown”, 
“Early Morning Rain”, and “You Ain’t Goin’ Nowhere”.  These were fol-
lowed by a novelty rendition of “The Rooster Song” complete with funny 
hats and sounds. The program was rounded off with “I Can’t Help but Won-
der”, “Double Banjo Blues” a bluegrass special, and a medley of “Blowin’ 
In The Wind” and “Where Have All The Flowers Gone”. Maxine  did a 
great job on ”Leavin’ On A Jet Plane” despite having only a few days recov-
ery from throat surgery.  Pete again joined the group for the final song, 
“Mama Don’t Allow/This Train”.  Thank you Retro Folk. It was fun.  

We hope to see you again. 
 
 There was a short intermission followed by a NASCAR pres-
entation by the Geremia’s of special gold name tags for all 
the volunteers and then a very special presentation of a very 
large canvas painting of Joe and Cindy  presented by the club 
as a small thank you for all their work for the club, especially 
the NASCAR fund raiser this past April.   
 
Thanks JOE & CINDY. 
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The second half of the evening was started by, Rosemary Smith playing 
“Charlotte’s Polka”, “Kentucky Waltz”, and a patriotic medley of  “America 
the Beautiful”, “God Bless America”, and “You’re a Grand Old Flag”.   
 
Second on the member list was a reading called 
“Remember Mom” by Phyllis Benghue who is better 
know as “Felicia”.   
Felicia also sang “If I Could Tell You” by Firestone.  
She was accompanied by Pete Donatella.   

 
The Accordion Club Ensemble then played a sur-
prise song for our President and his wife called  
“I Love Paris” which got Jack and Mary to their feet for a quick spin 
 
The Ensemble played a second piece just for practice for the upcoming con-
test in California called “Super Market Polka”   

We then had a duet by Joan Monti and Carl Nyberg playing some wonderful sing-a –long songs that 
should provide the model for our June Meet-
ing. Tunes like they played  “Five Foot Two”. 
 
The last entertainer of the evening was Paul Betken 
who played “Polk-a-dots and Moonbeams”, and a 
Samba/Bassa Nova rendition of “Call Me”.   

 
 
 
 
 
Paul’s smooth 
jazz style was 
well received, 
and he then called Pete back up for a final couple numbers to close 
the meeting. Paul and Pete did “Mame” and “Hello Dolly” as a 
medley followed by a Polka. 
 
All in all we had a great evening.  
See you at the next  Arizona Accordion Club Meeting ! 
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Arizona Accordion Club’s Featured Guests in July is 

Gordon Kohl  

Gordon Kohl's accordion passions began around age 7. As a teenager, 
he was already teaching, and by age 20 he had established his own 
accordion, piano and organ school. 
 
Gordon's playing credentials include work with Shirley Jones, Andy Grif-
fith, and the KPBS Radio Ethnic Hour. He has appeared with Myron 
Floren in Las Vegas, and at Jack Murphy Stadium in San Diego for a 
July Fourth baseball game. He plays every weekend around San Diego 
and at Oktoberfests in the mountains. He has developed a special ex-
pertise on the digital accordion, and he conducts acoustic and elec-
tronic workshops. 
 
Gordon really enjoys is teaching. He has available a variety of original 
accordion publications written by Gordon himself. 
 
 As Gordon states, "Teaching requires the teacher to learn along with 
the students, exploring ideas of what the accordion left hand con do to 
add harmony and rhythm to today's musical dance styles such as 
Salsa, Java, Latin Tango and Beguine. These same students want to 
learn Zydeco, Klezmer, Tex Mex, Cajun and Musette, challenging both 
them and the teacher." 

���������	��
�����
��
Coming in 2008 and 2009 to  
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  
June   
�
���
���������
 Performing Dance and Sing along Music 
July    ����������	�  
 August  
�
���
���������
(Members play Music for a Steamy Night) 
September    	������������  
October   �		����	����������
����	������  
November      
��	�
�����
  
December      ���������
January    �	���
���
�		����
February �� 	�������������  
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Catch us on the World Wide Web    And on My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com��
http://www.azaccordionclub.com 
 
Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link 
offers Photos and bios of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to 
Jeff Carpenter at jpcarp@gmail.com   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

“ I knew nothing of the real life of a musician, but I 
seemed to see myself standing in front of great crowds 
of people, playing my accordion.”  
Lawrence Welk 

Conversation didn't seem necessary when I put the accordion down 
and swung some young lady around the floor. 
Lawrence Welk 

“Ford used to come to work in a big car with two Admiral's flags, on each side of the 
car. His assistant would be there with his accordion, playing, Hail to the Chief.”  
Richard Widmark  

“My father bought me a little cardboard accordion, 
and when I was three I got this little machine.”  
Toots Thielemans 

“I've found that music allows years to fold like an accordion over each other, so 
I guess you don't feel the passage of time as much.” 
Amy Grant  

“Our family lived in Vienna, Austria after the war. And apart from an accordion, there was no other musical 
instrument available.” Alfred Schnittke  

“Do you know that my very first experience as a composer was a 'Concerto for Accordion?' “ 
Alfred Schnittke  



Honorary Members 
Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Len ny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 
Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla-Rini *  Myron Floren * Al Monti 
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Arizona Accordion Club Ensemble News  

 
The A ACE (we’re going 
to come up with a much 
more elegant name)  is 
off to a solid start.   
 
      We’re already re-
hearsing for the Oktober-
fest  season. The aim is 
to replicate as closely as 
possible the expected 
activities of an authentic 
German Oktoberfest – a 
combination of toasting, 
schunkeling, singing, and 
dancing – something on 
the order of a national 
fraternity party. We had a 
successful auditon with 
the German Heritage 
Foundation on Thursday, 
May 29.  
We sincerely expect to have a reputation in the next few years for being the hottest Oktoberfest  program in the region. 
For the summer competition in August at Accordion Federation of North America (AFNA), the group is working hard 
on a couple of band pieces, and some of the members will enter solos and duet contests. Now that young Josip Bagi-
nac is out of school, he too will join the ensemble! We’ll be competing against at least two clubs in California: the Accor-
dion Lovers Society of San Diego and the Accordionnaires of the Los Angeles area. To save money, we expect to 
travel in a van or two. Please consider supporting our efforts, come to our rehearsals, and seriously think about joining us 
in California.  
 
The ensemble meets every Thursday from 4-6pm at the  
Holiday Spa Mobile Home Resort at 10401 N Cave Creek in Phoenix.  

Call Jack Dermody if you want 
to visit or join. (602) 237-5627. 
 

Musical Directors:  
Jack Dermody and  
Pete Donatella 
Booking Coordinator:  
Jay Stevens 

 
DVD’s of Club Meetings are available.  

Ask any Board member (board members are listed on page 2. ) 
“All Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored events are copyrighted by the Board of 

the Arizona Accordion Club and are for the private use of our audience. Any other use of 
these programs or of any pictures, descriptions or accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club 
meetings, events and it’s performers, without a written approval of consent by the Arizona 

Accordion Club Board, is Prohibited” 
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Come Hear Us Play 
 

 

 Tony Putrino 
 

Father's Day, June 15, from 5 - 9 PM  
I promise to seduce you with romantic Italian accordion 
melodies at  
La Fontanella Restaurant 4231 E Indian School 
Rd, Phoenix, Arizona 8501 
602-955-1213 for reservations 

 
 

Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick 
 

Haus Murphy’s 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 
Augie Figurelli : 
  
La Stalla Cucina Rustica Restaurant 
68 W. Buffalo Street, Chandler 
( One Block West of Arizona Avenue ) 
(One Block South of Chandler Blvd. ) 
Thursdays and Sundays 
Check www.augieperforms.com 
For weekly updates 
 

Bill Regina : 
 

The Black Forest Mill Restaurant  
4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix 
Every Saturday May to December, 6:00 to 9:00 
 
 

Want to be listed? Contact Dionne c/o Ziggie’s 3309 North 3rd Street, Phoenix, AZ 85012.  Or e-mail Dionne at ziggies.music@gmail.com. 

John Smoltz : 
 

The Black Forest Mill Restaurant 
4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix  
Every Friday May to December, 6:00 to 9:00 
 

The Hurricajuns :  
 

Shot of Java , 
7003 N. 58th Ave.  
Glendale (623) 847-2423.  
2nd Saturday of every month  

 
Outside Arizona  

Chuck Bacino 
 
Maggiano’s Little Italy Restaurant  
3200 LasVegas Blvd.  NV  
Thursday-Sunday 6:00-10:00 PM  
 
Paul  Kay 
South Range Eagles No. 1122  
is at 8 Baltic Avenue South Range, MI 49963  
June  24, 6 to 9 
July 4th all afternoon 
July 13th 6 to 9 
 
 
All these events and more are listed online at the 
Arizona Accordion Club’s My Space Page :  
  
http://www.myspace.com/azaccordionclub    

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-
2700 
 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 
 

“Quality is remembered long after price is forgotten” 
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Newsletter Inputs 
Please submit accordion related items you read about, see, or experience, etc. that could be of interest to the club  
care of Jack at AzAccordionClub@cox.net . Or Dionne at dionne.hauke@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events  
 
 

JULY:  Galla-Rini Accordion Camp  
Is happening on : Sun, July 27, 2008 at 12:00 PM Thru Fri, August 1, 2008 at 12:00 PM 
At the Dominican University 50 Acacia Ave. San Rafael, CA  
Attendees play all kinds of music in the ensemble -- classical, semi-classical, American musicals and more. It’s about 
learning to play musically, and learning to play in an ensemble, which is an entirely different experience from playing 
alone. For applications and information, Tor Arild at (650) 851-7831 or P.O. Box 620063, Woodside, CA 94062 
 

AUGUST: The Eighteenth Annual Cotati Accordion Festival , Sat-Sun, August 23-24, 2008. Get info 
at www.cotatifest.com or at their Hotline 707-669-0444. Events include group playing/jamming, Hugh Morrison, Alex 
Meixner, Limpopo, The Great Morgani, the Georges Lamman Ensemble, Joe Domitrowich, Dick Contino, Polka Freak-
out, Brian Jack and the Zydeco Gamblers, the Steve Balich band in the polka tent, and a Zydeco tent. 
 

AUGUST: The Arizona Accordion Club  Competing at the 53rd Annual AFNA Festival.  If you 
love your club, DO NOT MISS THIS WONDERFUL TRIP!!!  
Held at  Knott's Berry Farm Hotel, Buena Park, CA August 15-17, 2008 (Friday through Sunday )  
ESCAPE THE HEAT!  Play in the Ensemble, or as a Sol o, Duet, or Trio!   
Call JACK DERMODY at 602-237-5627  or AzAccordionClub@cox.net  
 

AUGUST: The American Accordionists' Association 70th Anniversary AAA Competition and Festival, 
Arlington, VA (Washington DC), August 13-17, 2008. Featuring three international competitions: AAA International Pi-
ano Accordion Competition, The Annual Vivian Vivio Stolaruk International Entertainment Competition for Accordion-
ists, and the Maddalena Belfiore Entertainment Competition for Female Accordionists. More information at 
www.ameraccord.com .  
Contact AAA at 718-356-8323. E-mail is AAA1938@aol.com. 
 

AUGUST: Frank Marocco in concert and workshop in the San Diego area. Sunday, August 10, 2pm.  
For info, contact Kjell Holmes at 858-453-5486 or Gordon Kohl at 619-427-4344.  
 

SEPTEMBER : 2nd Roland International V– Accordion Festival  
20, 2008 LA California. Contact Ron Lankford , Festival Coordinator 323 890-3700 ronlankford@rolandus.com  
 

SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER: The Las Vegas International Accordion Convention at the Gold 
Coast Hotel, Mon-Thurs, September 29-October 2. Get info at www.accordioninfo.com/convention or at their Hotline 1-
800-472-1695. Send e-mail to paul@accordioninfo.com . Some of the stars include Dick Contino, Art Van Damme, 
Peter Soave. Unforgettable entertainment, inspiring workshops, and special events. Registration includes 7 meals. 
 
OCTOBER: First Weekend :  
WAY OUT WEST OKTOBERFEST in Tempe 
Featuring the Arizona Accordion Club at the Opening  
Ceremonies 
 

October 17-19: 3-Day Polka Extravaganza  
at the Pulaski Club, 4331 E McDowell, Phoenix. 
Info: David Bronczkiewica (602) 741-8214  
nickelcity_dave@yahoo.com 
 

�
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Accordion Instructors: 
 

Tony Putrino 480 483-3943 
Dr. Van Orden 623 203 7909 
Joanne Drum 480 994-4698l 
Pete Donatella 623 877-1846 
Jack Dermody 602-237-5627 



Arizona Accordion Club Seeking… 
Speaker-Monitor for our members and guest artists.  

If you have one to sell,  contact Pete Donatella at (623) 877-1846. Or e-mail pdonatella@cox.net Thanks ! 
 

Musical Items For Sale: 
 

Heart condition forces sale of a very excellent condition Crucianelli mfg. by Pan Accordion 4/5 reeds, deep chamber, 
10 treble shifts master palm switch, new bass strap and new white shoulder straps, complete with Sano amp. $2250.00, 
will also consider offers and partial trades of other accordions. 
Joseph Havelka accordionmusette@cox.net 1 800 777-7221. 918 N. 148th Ave., Omaha, NE 68154 
 
Free DVD of The Arizona Accordion Club Band at their 2007 Performances, (Oktoberfest, AZ State Fair and St. 
Luke’s Accordion Fest) Call 480 840 6574 before the meeting so Mr. Baginac can bring one for you. 
 
Drummer available. Joe Westpahl 480 474-1041 
 
Accordion Repairs in Coolidge Arizona. Rebuilds and tunings. Timothy Gomez 1 520 510 9317. 
 
 Harmony German Accordion. 34 Treble 48 bass ( 4 lines of 12 , counter to minor row ).2 reed treble Musette . 14 lbs. 
Plays nice, old but has some years left $125.00.Frank at 602 944 6560  
 
Cordovox, recently tuned $350.00 and a GC Accordion $250.00. Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525 
 
Vintage Petosa; like new, special designs, $5,500.00.  John Bunganich  1-(760) 782-9059 
Petosa A1100 Model; perfect condition $10,000.00. John Kapanski  1 608 837-7587 
 
Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. Very good condition. Frank Cic 480 895-8161 
 
Digital Concerto 2 accordion, MIDI controller, Full size black with pearl keyboard. Like new. 
Hand made reeds. Four treble (MMM and L) and five bass reed sets.  
Also equipped with microphone pickups.  Will consider offers over $4200.00. Gordon Kohl 1 619 427-3444 
 
Peavey Amplifier. 200 watt, two 8” speakers. On wheels Chuck Voinovich 602 953-4000 
 
Looking for a Petosa. An S-2000 model P-800 which had 4/4 sets of reeds or a model AM1100 an S-2000 Midi. Have 
one for sale? Contact Norbert Ludewig. 908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 Ridge Way, Fanwood, NJ 07023  
 
Orla C465 Keyboard, The Ultimate Keyboard for the Accordionist. 60 Rhythms with 2 variations, 32 drum instruments, 
melody/chord sequencer, MIDI in/out/thru, Plus many other features. Like New $900.00. Elmer 623 584-9801 
 
Castiglione accordion 41 key, 120 bass. 4/5 reeds, 8/5 switches. $900.00 Good Condition. Elmer Faser 623 584-9801 

Classified ads for Musical Instruments are free of charge to Arizona Accordion Club Members.  
Phone numbers and email address for contact are suggested. 
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Ad Policy For Display ads as follows :   Prices subject to change at any time. 
                                                                                                                                           Members   Non Members 
Business card Size                                                                                $5.00         $8.00 
Quarter page                                                                                       $10.00       $16.00 
Half page                                                                                              $20.00       $32.00 
Full page                                                                                               $40.00       $64.00    



Arizona Accordion Club 
4416 North 102nd Drive 
Phoenix, AZ 85037 

Arizona Accordion Club Membership Form 
Please Print or Type All Information 

Include this form with $25.00 for one year membership fee 
payable to Arizona Accordion Club.   
Send To Arizona Accordion Club C/O Pete Donatella, 
4416 N. 102nd Dr, Phoenix, AZ 85037 

Date ____________  (Please Circle Answers )    
 
Name:____________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:_________________________________________ 
 
 
City/State/Zip:____________________________________ 
 
 
Work Phone:_______________________________                                                            
 
Home Phone:__________________________    
 
 
Email:___________________________________________ 
 
Updates of Accordion Events emailed to you ?   Yes      No  
Are you a    Student   Teacher   Professional   Amateur     
Non Musician Accordion Enthusiast  ? 
New Member  Gift Membership  Renewal   Address Change 
  
         http://www.azaccordionclub.com 


