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September 21 Arizona Accordion Club Meeting is a Ce lebration of some of the Best Talent we have ! 

 
Bring a Friend and Celebrate  
The Release of our first ever CD collaboration !  
 
 “Hot Original Polkas”   
By Members of the Arizona Accordion Club  
 
Hear the composers play their own tunes 
Be the first to own “Hot Original Polkas” 
Sign and comment in the  
“Hot Original Polkas” Scrapbook 
Take photos with your favorite players 
 
 But That’s just the start of our great evening !  
 
 Our September Meeting Theme is  
100 Years of Great Accordion Compositions 
Call Jack in advance and secure a spot to play your  
favorite famous accordion composition by Frosini, 
Deiro, Nunzio, Magnante, Galla-Rini, Dannon, Sash, 
Van Damme, Yankovic, Floren, and so many others!!! 
For the theme, bring and display the sheet music of  
your favorite accordion composers 

 
 

Here is the history making schedule  
 

· 5:30 – 6:30  Workshop and panel discussion by the  
· composers, players and sidemen of “Hot Original Pol kas” 
 
* 6:30 Young players, announcements 
 
* 7:00 – 8:00 LIVE!! The entire “Hot Original Polka s” album 
* 
 8:15 – 9:30 Listen and watch our own members and g uests 
try their hand at 100 Years of Great Accordion Comp ositions 
 
Call Jack Dermody for details. 602-237-5627  
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MENU for September 21 meeting: Sirloin Burger on a bun, lettuce, onion and tomato. Chips and Beans  

 
August 17 meeting - COUNTRY AND WESTERN NIGHT By Raye Donatella  

 
The meeting began with Line Dancing lessons instructed by Dee Monk and Corrine Williams from the Sunnyslope Com-
munity Center.  What a fun way to start the evening! We had more dancers on the floor than ever before in the history of 
the club!  Thanks, ladies - it was great!  
 

Little Emily Attilio held the flag for the flag ceremony after which Ted Lee played 
“America the Beautiful.”  
 
Two young men came back from AFNA with trophies this year. Buckley Pettit , whose 
teacher is Arizona Accordion Club member Earl Robinson , won all three top awards 
for the three events for 9 year olds. Earl and his family accompanied Buckley  and family 
to the competition and got to share in the excitement of his wins.  Josip Baginac was the 
other winner, winning top award trophies in both categories he’d entered for 13 year olds. 
Josip  has been a member of the Arizona Accordion Club since he was nine years old 
and never ceases to amaze us!  Miro Baginac, Josip’s father, reported that when they 
asked Josip  who his teacher was, he responded “the Arizona Accordion Club .” Josip  
took the stage and played his two winning numbers - “Coquette Polka” and “Liar’s Polka.”  
It sounded like there was a reason you won those trophies, Josip ! ( see more on page 
10 ) 
 

Then seven year old Emily Attilio played “Indian Song” and “Horse Sense.”  This young lady has only been taking les-
sons for six months or so, and she plays in front of all these people without reading from her music!  I think we may have 
the next generation’s Ginny Mac on our hands!  
 
Rosemary Smith was up next, playing a lovely rendition of “Your Cheating Heart,” “Sioux City Sue” and “Mexicali Rose.” 
Thanks, Rosemary , we’re sure glad you find your way over here from Sun City to play for us.  
 
Leigh Dechaine introduced Ramona Wright , the music teacher for the New World Education Center Charter School.  
Her fourth grade music class of twenty-two students are being 
taught accordion for a one year program this year, using twenty-
five accordions that have been donated to the club.  We are pro-
viding the accordions and the accordion teachers.  Watch for 
more on this great program in future newsletters. ( page 10 ) 
 
Now it was time for our headliner, Ginny Mac , from Ft. Worth, 
Texas, playing accordion, with Matt Skates on bass, brother 
and guitar player, Glenn McLaughlin , and fiddle player, Austin 
Smith .  What great sounds they achieve with that combination!   
 
They played several original songs written by Ginny , including 
“Come On Honey,” “Hooked On Lovin’ You” and “Minor Swing.”  
Ginny sang a wonderful version of Roy Orbison’s “Blue Bayou” 
which was popularized by Tucson’s own Linda Ronstadt . She 
played such a variety of songs it would be impossible to name 
them all - several Bob Wills songs, quite a variety of bayou 
songs, including “Jole Blon”, Texas blues numbers, and a beau-
tiful version of “Sway.”  They had the audience in the palms of their hands from the first note! Jack  said it all when he said 
“Weren’t they wonderful?” Yes, Jack, they truly were!  At this point, Jack  awarded Leigh Dechaine and Patty Hoffman 
the dance contest prizes, which were an evening at the movies, complete with popcorn and candy for each of them.  
Then Ginny  and friends played an encore after lots of encouragement from the audience - they played “Rose of San An-
tone” and left the stage.  What an entertaining evening!  What an entertaining group!  
 
Elmer Faser and tuba player, Duane Tendick , both of whom play every Friday and Saturday night at Haus Murphy’s in 
Glendale, accompanied by Jim Winning on drums, were up next.  They played the “Holiday Polka” which, because it’s 
Country and Western night, got renamed “Country Time Polka,” “Fraulien,” beautifully sung by Leigh Dechaine , and “Bei 
Mer Bist Du Schon.”  I sure love the sound of the tuba with the accordion.  Thank you, gentlemen, that was great.  
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Boy, is it ever fun to be part of the Arizona Accordion Club these 
days! The last meeting headlined by Ginny Mac was less of a meet-
ing and more of a party – a night out in Texas, complete with line 
dancing. And we had more dancers up front and center at one time 
than ever before. And if you were lucky enough to join us at the 
Rhythm Room the next night, you know that we are supporting a 
truly great star on the accordion, Miss Ginny Mac . Mark my words. 
You will hear about her in the national media in the next few years.  
 
Leigh Dechaine’s report on the youth program should amaze you. 
It’s a dream come true. We set out last January to reach out to 
youth. We bought 25 accordions. We chose the curriculum. We had 
a small army of teachers in the wings waiting to teach. Then – voila!! 
– out of the blue comes a request from the New World Educational 
Center  for a full-blown accordion program for its entire fourth-grade 
class. How about THEM apples!! We started on Tuesday, August 18 
and will continue till June of 2010. Be sure to follow our updates and 
photos on our website. There will be concerts to attend and many 
ways in which you can volunteer to help. For example, right now we 
still need about 20 metal, foldable music stands.  
 
The CD Album we’ve been working on for nearly a year is out and 
ready to pop into your car’s CD player. I promise you will enjoy 
these polkas. We like them so much we’re calling the album “Hot 
Original Polkas.” This was an enormous team effort by composers, 
players, sidemen, studio professionals, and our patient spouses. 
THANK YOU TO ALL!!! Don’t miss the September 21 meeting at 
which we will celebrate the release.  
 
The AAC Ensemble is working hard to prepare for what looks like a 
very busy Oktoberfest Season . We’re appearing on TV more, play-
ing at the biggest festivals in the Valley, and offering a repertoire 
way beyond simple polkas and waltzes – so to appeal to crowds of 
all ages and backgrounds.  
 
Look forward to interesting meetings to come. October will be, of 
course, an in-house Oktoberfest. November we expect visitors from 
accordion manufacturers and distributors. We’re keeping our fingers 
crossed that we will once again be able to work at NASCAR and 
replenish our coffers. In December, we will have a very traditional, 
colorful, magical, and nostalgic Christmas party.  January brings the 
great Frank Marocco to our doors. February is still being negoti-
ated. March will be a full-out tribute to Lawrence Welk who would 
have been 106 years old this March.  
 
So-o-o-o, don’t miss our meetings. Don’t miss chances to volunteer. 
Don’t miss out on more fun than anyone should be allowed to have.  
�

                                      Jack 

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 
Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  
Cindy Geremia               ( 602)  369-8121 
Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 
Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 
Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 
Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 
Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionClub@cox.net ,  

 

 



Honorary Members 
Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Len ny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 
Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla-Rini *  Myron Floren * Al Monti 

Up Coming Events 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Monsters of Accordion 2009 
Sun, August 30, 2009 at 8:00 PM 
Synchronicity Gallery 
4306 Melrose Ave.L.A. CA  
    Jason Webley will be joined by Ste-
fanko Iancu, Geoff Berner, and Eric 
Stern. But don't expect a night of polkas, 
because these aren't your grandmother's 
accordion monsters. They will be deliver-
ing evenings of squeezebox-fueled drink-
ing songs, punk rock covers, experimental 
pop, dark tangos and sultry dirges. 
 
September 19. 4-10 pm.  
Bob Doszak Band and the Varitones.  
September 20. 2-8 pm. John Smoltz 
Band and Bob Doszak Band.   
Pulaski Club 4331 E. McDowell Rd., 
Phoenix. 602-275-9329. 
 
September 25, Friday. Roland V-
Accordion Festival. Doubletree Hotel, 
5757 Telegraph Rd., Commerce, CA. 
Limited free tickets for paid members of 
the Arizona Accordion Club.  
Jack Dermody  602-237-5627 for details. 
 
February 21-28, 2010. Polka Party at 
Sea! The Eddie Rodick Orchestra, Steve 
Meisner, and The Karousels with Bob 
Doszak. Ports of Call: Costa Maya, Santo 
Thomas de Castilla, Belize, Cozumel. 
Leaving from New Orleans. Reservations: 
Kollander World Travel, 971 E. 185th St., 
Cleveland, OH 44119, 800-800-5981 / 
216-692-1000. www.kollander.com. 
 
April 17-24, 2010. Pacific Polka Party! 
Joey Tomsick, Herb Eberle, Polka Power 
California, Fr. Frank Perkovich. Visiting 
the Mexican Riviera: Puerto Vallarta, 
Mazatlan, Cabo San Lucas. Leaving from 
Los Angeles, CA. Reservations: Kol-
lander World Travel, 971 E. 185th St., 
Cleveland, OH 44119, 800-800-5981 / 
216-692-1000. www.kollander.com. 
 
                                                            

January 14-18, 2010. Frank Marocco 
Accordion Event. One of the highlights is 
Frank Marocco’s concert at the Arizona 
Accordion Club on Monday, January 18. 
He will be accompanied by West Ander-
son on percussion and Sean Brogan on 
bass. An earlier concert by workshop at-
tendees will take place Sunday evening, 
January 17 at the resort. Find more infor-
mation in upcoming issues of this news-
letter. 
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A Hawk and a Hacksaw 
Tue, October 6, 2009 at 10:00 PM 
Solar Culture 31 East Toole Tucson, AZ 
http://www.solarculture.org/ 
 
Orange County Accordion Festival 
Sun, October 11, 2009 at 10:00 AM 
Orange County Market Place 
88 Fair Dr. Costa Mesa, CA  
This event will showcase a variety of 
accordion styles including Cajun/
Zydeco, Polka, Tejano to name a few 
along a variety of soloist and club group 
performances and educational presenta-
tions. Main stage bands include Raving 
Polka (aka Limpopo), Lisa Haley and the 
Zydekats and Los Fabulocos with Kid 
Ramos. http://www.ocmarketplace.com/ 
 
The Pogues 
Wed, October 21, 2009 at 8:00 PM 
The Marquee Theater, 
730 N Mill Ave. Tempe, AZ  
Anglicization of the Irish póg mo thóin, 
meaning "kiss my arse" 
The band specialized in Irish folk music, 
playing with the energy of the punk rock 
scene. They play  traditional Irish instru-
ments such as the tin whistle, banjo, cit-
tern, mandolin, accordion, and more. 
http://www.luckymanonline.com/ 

Las Vegas International  
Accordion Convention 

Mon, October 19, 2009 at 10:00 AM to 
Thu, October 22, 2009 at 11:00 PM 
Gold Coast Hotel and Casino 
4000 West Flamingo Road Las Vegas, NV  
Celebrate ten years of the world's largest 
gathering of accordion stars! ! 
 

Legends appearing include: 
· Dick Contino 
· * Art Van Damme 
· Pete Barbutti 
· Peter and Mady Soave 
· Gina Brannelli 
 

Stars at this year's festival include: 
· Pete Contino 
· Stas Venglevski 
· Silvia Marie 
· Mario Tacca and Mary Mancini 
·  Michael Bridge 
 
http://accordioninfo.com/convention/ 



Come Hear Us Play 
 

 
Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick : 
Haus Murphy’s 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 
Bill Regina : 
The Black Forest Mill Restaurant  
4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix 
602 840-4000 
Every Friday and Saturday  6:00 to 9:00 
 
John Smoltz : 
http://www.johnsmoltz.com/index.html 
 
Tony Putrino :  
For weekly updates 
t.putrino@cox.net 
  
The Hurricajuns :  
Shot of Java , 2nd Saturday of every month  
7003 N. 58th Ave. Glendale (623) 847-2423.  
 
 Pulaski Club of Arizona  
602-275-4331, 4331 E. McDowell Rd.,  
Phoenix, AZ 85008  
 
Paul Kay: 
Lynks Lake Café (938-778-0720) 
4505 E. Forest Service Rd. 
Prescott, AZ 
Every Saturday Night 
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Augie Figurelli : 
( www.augieperforms.com ) 
Vincitorio's Restaurant (480.820.2786) 
1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109  -  Tempe, AZ 
Call for dates and Times 
 ( www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com ) 
 
Bella Vino Restaurant (480-802-5770 
985 W. Chandler Heights Rd. 
Chandler, AZ Friday and Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Ad Policy For Display ads, Arizona Accordion club members pay the lower price:    
Business card Size  $5.00  or $8.00 Quarter page  $10.00  or $16.00  Half page  $20.00  or $32.00 Full page  40.00  or $64.00    

Musical Items For Sale: 

 Looking for Chromatic accordion, C-
system, 17lbs or less. Want it for strolling.  
Call Steve Weninger at 651-702-0719. E-
mail: msweninger@comcast.net 
 
ZALOR'S  3 Row Diatonic Accordion 
C F Bb Box. Excellent Condition.  $1,000.00 
Bill Regina at (602) 938-3679  
 
CONCERTO DA 100 – Digital accordion. 
4/5 Reed, 10 Registers. Treble reeds HAND 
MADE. 7 years old. Not used professionally. 
Full description at Mfg’s Site – 
www.accordioninfo.com. Paid $10,000 – 
willing to entertain any serious offer. 
Frank Mutranowski  414-425-8247 or 
www.porkapine@smcglobal.net  
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE? 

Arizona Accordion Club is in need of 12-
bass accordions, music, and music stands for 
beginners. Tax deductible receipt. 

EXCELSIOR ACCORDIANA ,  
Good Condition Cash or Trade for ?  
Bob Dura 602-841-0487   
 
Gold Magnante $5,500.00 best deal! 
Band New !  MSRP $ 9000.00  
This is still consider the best  
instrument for jazz-swing music. 
Model Magnante Features 41/120 4/6 
11+M/6 Weight 26.5 lbs., 19.3" x 8.3" x 
17.2"   Tony DePitrius at 480 946 7368 
 
Monarch Reedless Midi Accordion, 120 
bass, with Orla XM600 Orchestra Module + 
cases.  Make offer. (602) 996-4832  
or Email: pbreitkopf@cox.net 
 
Excelsior Midi with  Xetron X4 module.  
Eduardo. 480 661-7750.  
edwardoperez@cox.net 
 
Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. 
V.G. condition.  Frank Cic 480 895-8161 
$350.00  
Cordovox, recently tuned. 
GC 2 row Accordion $250.00.  
Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525 
 
 
Next 2 Items are from John Gaunt’s 
ACCORDIONS and KEYBOARDS 1248 S. 
Highland Ave., Clearwater, FL 33756 (727) 
443-4113 Email Accordeon@aol.com 
New ORLAVOX MIDI 14 pound Reedless 
accordion. Hundreds of sounds. Shoulder 
straps, Case. One year warranty parts/labor. 
$3650.00.  

PETOSA 4/5 Reeds with MIDI. Accordion has 
45 keys, not 41. Keyboard range is from F to C#. 
14 Treble registers plus Side Master and 9 Bass 
Registers. Excellent condition. Model AM 1300 
EM Symphony. Over $13,000.00 new, a steal at 
only $5300.00. With shoulder straps, carry case, 
Midi Wires, Audio stereo wire. 6 months war-
ranty labor/parts . 
 
ZUPAN - 3 Row Jubilium Diatonic Accordion. 
Tuned BEA, Brand new from the factory in 
Menges, Slovenia $4,500.00 
MELODIJA - 3 Row Diatonic Accordion. 
Tuned GCF Excellent Condition $1,200.00 
RICHILIEU - Rubell 4 String Plectrum Banjo, 
Mint Condition with Stand, Case and Extra 
String Set. $500.00 
Call John, 480-722-7762. 
 
Petosa 800 Midi, $2700 Gale Evans 480 836 
1604 or mobile  480 250 1399. gale2u@cox.net 
 
 Wanted :Looking for a Petosa. An S-2000 
model P-800 which had 4/4 sets of reeds or a 
model AM1100 an S-2000 Midi. 
Have one for sale? Contact Norbert Ludewig. 
908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 Ridge Way, 
Fanwood, NJ 07023 
 
Castiglione accordion 41 key, 120 bass, 4/5 
reeds, 8/5 switches. Good Condition.  Elmer 
Faser 623-584-9801  $600.00 
 
Peavey Stereo Power Amp Head PV-
4C.600 watts, Fan cooled.  
4 speaker inputs, has other inputs also. 
Paid $395.95  Will sell for $265.00. 
2 Peavey 15" speakers Paid $175.00 each. 
Will sell for $100.00 each. .Plus shipping.
( Both items Used very little.) 
Joan Monti 602-923-3856 
 jazzyjoan1@yahoo.com 
 
ACCORDIANA ,  Geogetssn@aol.com�

The Arizona Accordion Club Page 8   

Excelsior Digisyzer Accordion -  $2900 
 Guerrini Polka Box - Rhinestones - $2100 
 Korg rotating sound machine - $250 
Crate Amp - 15" speaker - $300 
 Selmer Model 80  
Tenor Sax - $2900 
Noblette Clarinet - $350 
Mikes, Stands, Fronts, etc. 
Ken Aldrin - 602-996-8197 
---------------------------------------------- 

Piano Accordion Instructors: 
Earl Robinson 602-524-7338  
Joanne Drum   480 994-4698 
Tony Putrino   480 483-3943  
Joan Monti       602-923-3856 
 Dr. Van Orden 623 203 7909  
Pete Donatella   623 877-1846  
Jack Dermody   602 237 5627  
 

Button Accordion Instructor  
Tony Longoria 602 718-4058 

---------------------------------------- 
�����������	
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����� ���

Phoenix Ziggie’s Music 602 266 9622 
 
Coolidge Timothy Gomez 1 520 510 9317 
------------------------------------------------------ 

DVD’s of Club Meetings are available.  
“All Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored 
events are copyrighted by the Board of the Arizona Accor-
dion Club and are for the private use of our audience. Any 
other use of these programs or of any pictures, descriptions 
or accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club meetings, events 
and it’s performers, without a written approval of consent by 
the Arizona Accordion Club Board, is Prohibited” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
WOW!! 
Fire up your musical 
growth. Buy this LS-
10 from the Arizona 
Accordion Club for a 
VERY BIG DIS-
COUNT.  
Get info from Pete 
Donatella: 
623-877-1846. Fast 
delivery 
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Catch us on the World Wide Web http://www.azaccordionclub.com   or My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com� 
 
Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link offers Photos and 
bios of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to Jeff Carpenter at 
jpcarp@gmail.com   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-2700 
 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 
 

“Quality is remembered long after price is forgotten” 

             Roland Distributer 

  Best Prices on All Roland Products 
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1st Place Winners at 
the 2009 AFNA Royal 

Competitions. 
Josip Baginac , 13 (Count 13) and 
Buckley Pettit,9 (Lord 9), both 
winners of their respective Royal 
categories at the August 15 2009 
AFNA Festival, Buena Park, CA. 

Well done lads !  
But you may have more  
competition next year ! 
Thanks to T	
 ��

�
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“Music does bring people together.  
It allows us to experience the same emotions.  
People everywhere are the same in heart and spirit” 
 
“I've never known a musician who regretted being one.  
Whatever deceptions life may have in store for you, 
music itself is not going to let you down.” 
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Joan Monte with Carl Nyberg on guitar, Jim Winning on 
drums, and Jay Stevens on bass played “Toot Toot,” a 
Cajun song sung by Carl Nyberg , “Love Me Tender,” again 
sung by Carl , and finished with “If you've Got the Money, 
Honey.” Very nice.  
 
Dixie McDorma joined Carl Nyberg, Jim Winning and 
Jay Stevens playing a really pretty version of “Cherry Pink 
and Apple Blossom White” with Carl  taking a guitar solo 
during the song, then did “Tennessee Waltz,” again with 
Carl  taking a guitar solo and Jay Stevens singing.  It 
sounded so good we wished you’d have played one more!  
 
The evening wound to a close with the Arizona Accordion 
Club Ensemble , consisting of Jerry Szymanski , Pete Do-
natella , Jack Dermody, Ted Lee, Lester Rossner, Jay Stevens on bass, and Jim Winning on drums playing “Dark 
Eyes,” “Lady of Spain,” Jerry Szymanski’s “Cave Creek Polka,” John Smoltz’s “Diamond King Polka,” and ending with 
a rousing version of “Hey Bob-A-Ree-Bop .” Our Ensemble is getting better and better, aren’t they?    
 
Hey, wasn’t it great to see Joe Geremia back with his trusty camera taking pictures? 
Thanks, Joe.  And of course, thanks to Jim Winning , Jay Stevens and Carl Nyberg for always being here. Plus our 
heartfelt thanks to Steve Durkit and all the ladies  of St. Stephen’s for their work in making our meetings perfect.    

And now for a quick ‘My dad always said’ -  
“Can anybody remember when times weren’t hard and 
money wasn’t scarce?”  See you in September.  



4416 North 102nd Drive 
Phoenix, AZ 85037 

Arizona Accordion Club Membership Form 
Please Print or Type All Information 

JOIN THE AAC!  BE A MEMBER!  
 
Include this form with $25.00 for one-year membership  
fee payable to: Arizona Accordion Club .  
Send to Arizona Accordion club, c/o Pete Donatella,  
4416 N. 102nd Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85037.  
  
Full Name  
 
____________________________  
 
Mailing Address   
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
City______________ State ________  Zip ____________  
 
Phone Numbers  
 
Home: _______________     Work ___________________ 
 
Cell: ______________ __      Fax: ____________________ 
 
E-mail: ___________________________ 
 
Website: __________________________  
 
Updates of Accordion  Events e-mailed to you?  Yes   No 
 
Are you a   Student   Teacher   Professional   Amateur 
 
Non-Musician Accordion Enthusiast? 
 
New Member   Gift Membership   Renewal   Address Change  
 
http://www.azaccordionclub.com  


