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 Coming Up for the February 16th Meeting : LINDA HOCHEVAR AND FRANK MORAVCIK 
 

Button Box Workshop at 5pm. Special BONUS: Tips for  Strolling by Andy Nester 
6:00 Pre-Meeting Music by Bob Doszak 

 
LINDA HOCHEVAR AND FRANK MORAVCIK -- together for t heir passion: 
polka and accordion music. All the way from Cleveland, the polka town, they 
were both raised by musician parents. Today, they head up their own bands. In 
addition to leading The Frank Moravcik Band, Frank  has performed with 
popular bands such as America’s Polka King, Frank Yankovic,  and Canada’s 
Polka King, Walter Ostanek . Frank’s  band has released three albums to date. 
Linda’s  band is called Magic Buttons  and they have also produced three al-
bums and been together for 14 years. Linda  and Frank  have appeared to-
gether on the TV show Polka, Polka, Polka  and Linda  has performed on The 
Jimmy Sturr Show.  Frank  plays the piano accordion and Linda  plays the dia-
tonic accordion, or as it’s commonly referred to in their hometown, the button 
box. They have both received numerous awards and nominations from the Na-
tional Cleveland-Style Polka Hall of Fame  and currently serve on the Board 
of Directors as Trustees. 
 
ALSO: Look for a LOT of button boxes played by our own members throughout 
the evening. 
 
  

 
PLEASE READ THIS:  IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT THE NEW M EMBERSHIP DIRECTORY!!! Thank you – 
to everyone – for renewing your membership for 2009. IMPORTANT: Make sure that any CHANGES in your contact infor-
mation are up-to-date. Contact Pete Donatella to make changes. Also, if you do NOT want to appear in the Directory, tell 
Pete as soon as possible. E-mail: pdonatella@cox.net  (623) 877-1846. In the next issue of The Musette Gazette we will 
have a draft of the brand new Membership Directory for your approval. The final draft will be issued in the April issue.  
  

COMING TO OUR March 16 Meeting: MARIO PEDONE!! Cele brate San Patricio -- 
that’s St. Patrick to non-Italians. This will be a multi-cultural Italian-Irish night -- 
an evening to REMEMBER. Also in attendance will be a large contingent of our sister 
club, the Sons of Italy. 

COME TO THE AAC PICNIC. Mark February 28, Saturday, in your calendar. We’re having a PICNIC AT PAPAGO 
PARK that afternoon from noon to 5 p.m. Many of you signed up at the last meeting and are planning to bring side 
dishes. Bring kids and grandkids. There will be activities for them. Bring your squeeze box. There’s a stage to perform 
on. We’ll play games, chat, and play music all afternoon. Take this opportunity to get to know your fellow Arizona Ac-
cordion Club members in a fun and informal way. Call Jay Stevens for info. 602-819-5505. 
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Next Meeting is February 16th, If you want to perform please Sign in at Front desk, with Cindy  
The Menu for February is Spaghetti , Meatballs, Garden Salad and Garlic Bread  
 

JANUARY 19TH MEETING – VLADIMIR MOLLOV NIGHT By Ray e Donatella  
 
What a wonderful way to start the New Year!  We went from 6 years old to 92 years old, and every act was superb!  
 
We started with pre-meeting music performed by the SqueezeMasters , a terrific group that has played for us before.  
The members include Phil Venturaci , John Pearce, Mike Phipps, Jim Winning and Joan Monti .  They played a great 
mix of tunes, beginning with “Yellow Bird” (my personal favorite),  “Candied Cherries”, “Green Waters”, “What a 
Wonderful World”, “Rock Around the Clock”, “Maria E lena”, “Midnight in Moscow”, “Old Swanee Rag”, and 
ended with “Yours”.  All in all, a really nice selection of songs very tastefully played. Thank you, SqueezeMasters  – let’s 
do it again soon.  

 
Then our flag was proudly held for the Pledge of Allegiance by 6 year old Emily 
Attilio , a student of Pete Donatella’s .  After which she picked up her little 12-
bass accordion and played “Batter Up” – her first song she’s learning, and after 
only four lessons!!  SIX YEARS OLD!  We have grown people who can’t get up 
and play in front of a group, and here is this little tiny six year old doing it!!!  I 
think everyone’s face hurt from smiling at her!  Her proud parents and brothers 
were also there to support her, along with her teary-eyed grandfather, Mario At-
tilio , one of our members. What a special treat for all of us, Emily .  Thank you 
for being so brave.    
 
Our focus for the Accordion Club in 2009 is Youth – we want to have ten new 
young people as members by the end of the year.  (Hey Jack , Pete has one al-
ready!)  The accordion is much maligned in general, yet it is becoming more and 
more popular again in church bands and youth bands, as an alternative to take on parties rather than a keyboard (you 
can’t plug a keyboard in out in the desert for a beer bash), and in many of the commercials you hear on TV.  So more and 

more young people are thinking accordions 
are “cool”.  The sounds these groups are mak-
ing are representative of the direction the mu-
sic is going with our youth, and the accordion 
will be a part of it, just like it was back in the 
50’s.    
  
Speaking of young people, our own Andrew 
Jemzek , who was a student of Al Monti’s and 
one of our early scholarship recipients, played 
some of his younger music that was not ex-
actly familiar to us older members, but really 
quite enjoyable.  Andrew played “Anywhere I 
Lay My Head”, “Ten Speeds of Love”, and 
“Sleepless Waltz”, a couple of which I believe 
were originals.  Thanks, Andrew  – we all loved 
hearing you again!  By the way, Andrew  is 
playing at Carlie’s Bistro at Roosevelt and 
Third Street on Wednesdays at 8:00 p.m. 



Featured Guest                     Cover 
President’s Message                                Page 3 
Our Meeting In Color !                   Pages 2 , 11 
Some Sponsors               Pages 8, 9  
Come Hear Us Play                                 Page 7    
Upcoming Events                    Page 5 
Accordion Instructors                              Page 7 
Classifieds                                            Pages 8 
Meeting location Map                     Back Cover  
Membership Form                   Back Cover 
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President Jack Dermody  
(602) 237-5627 
Vice President  Jerry Szymanski 
(623) 584-9801 
Secretary Leigh Dechaine   
(623) 582-3746 
Treasurer  Pete Donatella  
(623) 877-1846 
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Bulletin Staff 

Dionne Hauke Editor (602) 266-9622 
Jennifer Stocker Distribution 
Jeff Carpenter Web Master 
http://www.azaccordionclub.com� 
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Joe Geremia  Still Photos 

St. Stephen’s Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 
(602) 997-4563 

Third Monday of the Month 
Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 
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Dear Members,  
 
RESULTS OF THE JANUARY 10 KICKOFF PLANNING EVENT 
 
The really BIG news is that the Kickoff Planning Event on January 10 is sending us 
in some wonderful new directions. Primarily, the accent in 2009 will be on YOUTH. 
Yes, young people – inviting them to the club, supporting them, broadening our musi-
cal base by appreciating and learning music that appeals to them, and providing 
young people with group lessons. We expect to have added ten young members un-
der the age of 30 by the end of the year. An important phase could be an AAC-
sponsored regional or national accordion competition – starting perhaps in the merry 
month of March 2010. Stay tuned for more YOUTH-CENTERED activities in upcom-
ing meetings, newsletters, and outings.  
 
The group also committed to giving more attention and a bigger welcome mat to 
button box players . IMPORTANT: Please fill out the SURVEY (Tell Frank Schweller 
What Kind of Accordion You Play) on page 8 and mail it in to the address on the form. 
The results will let us know how many of you play button boxes and other instru-
ments. This will be a big help in designing future programs.  
 
The twenty-five or so members who showed up at the planning event also wanted to 
see our individuals and groups performing on behalf of the Club for respectable dona-
tions every single month throughout the community. Related to that, we expect more 
exposure in major media outlets. Eventually, the AAC will have such a talent pool that 
there will be a full-time person to organize and promote our artists and musicianship.  
 
We committed to raising funds sufficiently to support all of our activities – with exciting 
events like our own Oktoberfest, a Pasta Night, baked-goods sales, NASCAR partici-
pation, and even a Casino night. How about THEM apples!  
 
Right now, there are several groups dedicated to each of the ideas you’ve just read. I 
can promise you that if you agree to help out in any of these activities that YOU WILL 
HAVE THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE. We are doing none of these things without having 
fun, believe me! Monthly contact and action has been committed to. We have a cal-
endar with benchmarks. Each activity has an assigned Board Member to monitor and 
support activity.  
 
WONDERFUL CHANGES AT THE REGULAR MEETINGS 
 
You were a very lucky person indeed if you attended the January regular meeting. 
There was nothing “regular” about it. We have been struggling for years to perfect the 
sound system and set up an excellent atmosphere so that players and audience con-
nect well with each other. I do believe we have achieved that. We can all appreciate 
the superior hard word that Jay Stevens has put into creating a sound system that 
allows every guest to hear 
every note in every part of 
the hall. That happened. 
Next, we turned the lights 
on and moved the furni-
ture right up to the stage. 
VOILA!! We ended up 
with terrific communica-
tion between the artists 
and the audience. I think 
that from now on the prin-
cipal gift of the club – 
THE MUSIC – will be 
presented at the level of 
quality that it should. 
 
Keep Squeezing  

������������������������������������������������� ���

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 
Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  
Cindy Geremia                ( 602)  369-8121 
Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 
Joe Geremia                     602) 692-8121 
Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 
Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 
Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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Next up was John Smoltz , along with Bernie Barich and Jim Winning on drums, to play “Trebne”, “Psi sel Lipelyo” 
with vocals by Bernie Barich , “Beloved, Be Faithful” also sung by Bernie , and the “John Pecon Polka”.  This was a 
special treat – Bernie  was unable to use his right hand as a child, so he plays the accordion upside down, with the keys 
being played with his left hand and the bass buttons played with the right hand.  It’s like watching him playing the accor-
dion in a mirror!  I guess no one ever told him he was playing it backwards, so boy oh boy, can he play!!                     
That was great – both to watch and to hear!  Come back again, guys!   

John wasn’t done yet, though, as he then introduced Merle Felling , all the way from Minnesota, playing the Concertina 
with John Smoltz on accordion and Jim Winning on drums accompanying him.   

 
I have never seen a concertina played so masterfully!  They played 
“Swedista 
Waltz” (which 
most of us know as 
“Mockingbird 
Hill” ), and 
“Honey Bee” sung 
by Merle and Jim .  
Because of the 
time restraint, 
Merle only got to 
play the two songs, 
but we hope you 
come back and 
play for us again, 
Merle  – that con-
certina was a thing 
of beauty to hear – 
and see!  Thank 
you for sharing  it 
with us!  
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionClub@cox.net , Or Dionne at dionne.hauke@gmail.com 
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Honorary Members 
Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Len ny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 
Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla-Rini *  Myron Floren * Al Monti 

Upcoming Events  

Some of the following listings provided by 
www.LetsPolka.com  
 
FEBRUARY 2009 
 
5th Thursday. 8pm. Lynn Marie at The 
Coffee Gallery , Altadena, CA. 626-398-
7917. This Five-time Grammy nominee 
fuses high-energy rock, pop, country and 
the traditional music of her Slovenian heri-
tage to wow crowds everywhere, from 
Oktoberfests, to music festivals, coffee 
houses and Europe! 
 
6th Friday, 8pm. Devotchka. Rialto Thea-
tre , 319 E. Congress St., Tucson , AZ. 
520-740-1000. Devotchka  is a Denver-
based quartet with a smart, unique sound 
that crosses borders. Eastern European 
indie rock, the band blends gypsy, folk, 
mariachi, and rock influences effortlessly. 
DeVotchKa is Nick Urata on vocals/guitar, 
Tom Hagerman on accordion/violin, 
Jeanie Schroder on upright bass/tuba, and 
Shawn King on drums/trumpet. 
 
8th Sunday, 7pm. Sourdough Slim . Rio  
Grande Theatre , 211 N. Downtown Mall, 
Las Cruces, NM. From the moment this 
accordion squeezin’ Will Rogers swaggers 
on stage, it’s apparent to everyone that 
they’re in for a rollicking good time. 
 
7-8. Saturday and Sunday. Jack Der-
mody and the AAC Ensemble performing 
at Accordion Lovers Society Interna-
tional in San Diego , as part of monthly 
meeting 1-4 p.m. on Sunday. Check Out 
http://www.accordion-club-sandiego.org/ 
 
12th Thursday, 7:30 pm. GRIT. The Talk-
ing Stick, 1411 Lincoln Blvd., Venice, CA. 
310-450-6052. From the scorched ashes 
of Squeezebox Sam and the Men With 
No Name, this new combo conjures a fiery 
branding iron of the sacred and profane 
firmly rooted in the punk mentality of 
Americana, Blues, and Folk. 
 
14th Saturday, 10pm. Very Be Careful 
Bordello , 901 E. 1st St., L.A., CA. These 
Colombian-born, Los Angeles-based, 
“booty shakers” have successfully im-
ported traditional vallenato music from 
Colombian villages and communities into 

their music. Their music fuses urgent, 
danceable accordion rhythms with lyrics 
that speak of love, barroom brawls and 
salt-of-the-earth heroes. 
 
MARCH 2009 
 
6th Fri. 8pm,Vagabond Opera . Clark 
Center for the Arts, 487 Fair Oaks Ave., 
Arroyo Grande, CA. www.clarkcenter.org  
 
7. Sat. 7:30 pm. Riders in the Sky . Del E. 
Webb Center for the Performing Arts, 
1090 S. Vulture Mine Rd., Wickenburg , 
AZ. 928-684-6624.For 30 years Riders In 
The Sky have been keepers of the flame 
passed on by the Sons of the Pioneers , 
Gene Autry and Roy Rogers , reviving 
and revitalizing the genre. 
 
APRIL 2009 
 
5-11. Sunday to Sunday. Pedone-
Ballarini Accordion Clinic Caribbean 
Cruise. Group and individual lessons, 
workshops, jam sessions, and perform-
ances. Rates are $998 to $1298 per per-
son. Accordion_mario@yahoo.com. 
 
12-24. Sunday to Friday (two weeks). 
Polka to Hawaii. Little Bohemian Band 
Polka Cruise.dk@kroostravel.com.   
 
24. Fri. 8pm. Sourdough Slim. CA 
Coffee Gallery Backstage. 626-398-7917.  
 
MAY 2009 
 
30-31. 2nd Annual Los Angeles Accor-
dion Festival . Venue TBA. Los Angeles, 
CA. Weekend of music featuring bands 
showcasing their accordion players. Find 
out who will be crowned Miss Accordion 
2009 and who will win the Accordion Bat-
tle of the Bands. www.myspace.com/
losangelesaccordionfest 
 
JUNE 2009  
7-12. RCAC Accordion Camp . Silver 
Falls Conference Center – near Sublimity, 
OR. Camp treasurer: Marlene Meissner 
503-463-9909, marlenem26@msn.com  
 
 
 

18-21. Leavenworth International Ac-
cordion Celebration . The Leavenworth 
Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 327, 
Leavenworth, WA 98826. 509-548-5807. 
Fax 509-548-1014, www.leavenworth.org, 
Email: info@leavenworth.org   
 
26-28. Rocky Mountain Accordion Cele-
bration , Accordions by the Sea. Victoria, 
British Columbia. Edelweiss Club, 108 
Niagara St., Victoria, BC. 
www.victoriaaccordionclub.com. Info: 
www.victoriaaccordionclub.com. Contacts: 
Mary Klektau at midimary@shaw.ca 250-
383-8877 or Patty Forman at for-
manpm@shaw.ca 250-360-2085.   
 
JULY 2009  
 
6-12. Kimberley International Accordion 
Championships . Kimberley, BC.  For 
information: PO Box 473 Kimberley, Brit-
ish Columbia, Canada VIA 3B3. Phone: 1-
888-454-0822.  Email: info@kiotac.ca. 
Website: www.kiotac.ca.   
 
Galla-Rini Accordion Camp . San Rafael, 
CA. For info: Marian Kelly 650-854-1896. 
Email: Kelly.marian@gmail.com.   
 
AUGUST 2009  
 
14-16. Friday thru Sunday. 54th Annual 
AFNA Music Festival . AAC Ensemble 
and Arizona young people to compete for 
trophies against best accordion players in 
western U.S. at Knotts Berry Farm Resort 
Hotel, Buena Park, California . Contact 
Jack Dermody for into. 602-237-5627. E-
mail: AzAccordion.Club@cox.net.   
 
22-23. Saturday and Sunday. Cotati Ac-
cordion Festival. This could very well be 
the very best outdoor accordion event in 
the West…every single year. Don’t miss it. 
Contact info@cotatifest.com. Call 707-664
-0444. Website is www.cotatifest.com.   
 
SEPTEMBER 2009  
 
Accordion Extravaganza Festival . Ed-
monton, Alberta, CA. Info: www.gerl.ca/
accordion/, Email: accordion@gerl.ca 



Come Hear Us Play                            
 
 

Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick : 
Haus Murphy’s 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 
Bill Regina : 
The Black Forest Mill Restaurant  
4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix 
602 840-4000 
Every Saturday  6:00 to 9:00 
 
John Smoltz : 
White Eagle Deli & Restaurant, 
16846 W Bell Road, Suite 109 
( Bell Road and Rt. 303)  
Surprise, AZ 85374 
 (623) 583-8632 
www.whiteeagledeli.com 
Call for dates and times 
 
Augie Figurelli : 
Vincitorio's Restaurant (480.820.2786) 
1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109  -  Tempe, AZ 
SE Corner of Elliot and McClintock 
Call for dates and Times 
 ( www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com ) 
( www.augieperforms.com ) 
 
Tony Putrino : 
480 483-3943  
 
The Hurricajuns :  
Shot of Java , 2nd Saturday of every month  
7003 N. 58th Ave. Glendale (623) 847-2423.  
 
 Pulaski Club of Arizona  
602-275-4331, 4331 E. McDowell Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85008  
 
February 
8th Sun, 2-6 pm Dance. Sam’s Variety Gems  
15th Sun, Valentine Day Dance.  Sylvia, Carl, & Dick.  
27th Fri, 6 PM. “Meet & Greet” Jerry Darlak & the Buffalo 
Touch,  DJ Nickelcity Dave  
28th Sat, 6-10p, Jerry Darlak & the Buffalo touch .   
 
March 
1st Sun, 1-5pm, Jerry Darlak & the Buffalo Touch . 
8th Sun, 2-6pm,  John Filipczak & the Arizona Classics . 
17th Tues, 5-9pm, St. Paddy’s Day Party. Bob Doszak .  
28th Sat, 6-10pm, Sam’s Variety Gems . 
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1942 - 2009 

 
Tom was born on September 12, 1942 in Duluth  
Minnesota  and was the 4th child born to Leo and 
Lucille Glapa.  When Tom was about 7 years old, I 
had a 48 bass accordion that I taught him and his 
older brother Frank  how to play.  He never did  
enjoy the instrument so I was amazed when he 
enrolled in the HELMI HARRINGTON Accordion 
repair studio in Duluth after he retired.  He loved 
the accordion and concertina but did not play them.  
Tom spent many hours in his garage in Gilbert 
Arizona repairing accordions.  He seemed to al-
ways find a way to repair a difficult problem.  He 
will be missed by everyone, especially me. 
Gloria Glapa Ensign, Tom’s Sister and Presi-
dent of the Accordion Lovers Society Interna-
tional in San Diego 

Hello Gloria  
I was very sorry to hear the news about Tom.  I 
would like to have Tom recognized for his years of 
help at the admission desk at the Az. Acc. Club.  
Tom was more than a repairman to Al & I.  He was 
also a friend. We had been back & forth to each 
others home many times.  And also went out to eat 
together at times.  He will be missed.                            
Joan Monti  

Another good guy that the club will miss    Jay Stevens 
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Ad Policy For Display ads, Arizona Accordion club members pay the lower price:    
Business card Size  $5.00  or $8.00 Quarter page  $10.00  or $16.00  Half page  $20.00  or $32.00 Full page  40.00  or $64.00    

Musical Items For Sale: 
 WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE?   

Arizona Accordion Club is in need of 12
-bass accordions, music, and music 
stands for beginners. Do you have any to 
donate  or sell at a low cost ? These ma-
terials will be used in our new classes 
open to the public SOON. Call Jack. (602) 
237-5627. ( Tax deductible receipt, ask 
Pete Donatella ) 

EXCELSIOR ACCORDIANA ,  
Good Condition Cash or Trade for ?  
Bob Dura 602-841-0487   
 
Hohner 9 shifts Full size 120 bass . 
$275.00. Also a 120 bass strong French 
Musette  Accordion, $325.00  
Jerry  480-278-9633 
 
Gold Magnante Band New !  
MSRP $ 9000.00  
Sacrifice sale at $5,500.00 !!! 
The so called "Magnante" model, or in 
the USA as model "940, was created in 
the late thirties in cooperation with the 
famous Charles Magnante . 
    Respecting its origin, the new MAG-
NANTE has undergone a substantial re-
make, thanks to the experience of Maes-
tro Peppino Principe , who recently cele-
brated his 50th career anniversary. 
This is still consider it the best  
instrument for jazz-swing music. 
Model Magnante Features 41/120 4/6 
11+M/6 Weight 26.5 lbs., 19.3" x 8.3" x 
17.2" 
Call Tony DePitrius at 480 946 7368 
 
Lady size 120 bass, $190.00 and full size
-Musette  reeds $325 Both A-1 condition 
Jerry Sleger 480-278-9633 
 
Monarch Reedless Midi 41 keys, 120 
bass, including Orla XM 600 Orchestra 
Module+cases. $3000.00  
Paul Breitkopf : pbreitkopf@cox.net 
 
Excelsior Midi with a  Xetron X4 module.  
Eduardo . 480 661-7750.  
edwardoperez@cox.net 
 
ACCORDIANA ,  Geogetssn@aol.com 
 
Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. 
Very good condition.  
Frank Cic 480 895-8161 
 
$350.00 Cordovox, recently tuned. 
GC 2 row Accordion $250.00.  
Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525 

 
 

Next 2 Items are from John Gaunt 
 
New ORLAVOX MIDI 14 pound Reedless 
accordion. Hundreds of sounds. Shoulder 
straps, Case and Warranty on parts and 
labor  for One Year. $3650.00.  
 
PETOSA 4/5 Reeds with MIDI. Accordion 
has 45 keys, not 41. Keyboard range is from 
F to C#. 14 Treble registers plus Side Master 
and 9 Bass Registers. Excellent condition. 
Model AM 1300 EM Symphony . Over 
$13,000.00 new, a steal at only $5300.00. 
With shoulder straps, carry case, Midi Wires, 
Audio stereo wire and  6 months labor and 
parts Warranty . 
John Gaunt's ACCORDIONS and KEY-
BOARDS 1248 S. Highland Ave., Clearwa-
ter, FL 33756 (727) 443-4113 
Email Accordeon@aol.com 
 
ZUPAN - 3 Row Jubilium Diatonic Accordion. 
Tuned BEA, Brand new from the factory in 
Menges, Slovenia $4,500.00 
MELODIJA - 3 Row Diatonic Accordion. 
Tuned GCF Excellent Condition $1,200.00 
RICHILIEU - Rubell 4 String Plectrum Banjo, 
Mint Condition with Stand, Case and Extra 
String Set. $500.00 
Call John, 480-722-7762. 
 
$3,000 Heavily jeweled Castiglione Full sized 
Pro 4/5 MIDI Accordion, 11 treble, 1 master , 5 
bass, switches. Great tone well balanced, at 27 
lbs. Gale Evans 480 836 1604 or mobile  480 
250 1399 or gale2u@cox.net 
 
 Wanted :Looking for a Petosa. An S-2000 
model P-800 which had 4/4 sets of reeds or a 
model AM1100 an S-2000 Midi. 
Have one for sale? Contact Norbert Ludewig. 
908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 Ridge Way, 
Fanwood, NJ 07023 
 
Accordion Repairs in Coolidge Arizona.  
Rebuilds and tunings.  
Timothy Gomez 1 520 510 9317. 
 

DVD’s of Club Meetings are available.  
“All Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and 
sponsored events are copyrighted by the Board of 
the Arizona Accordion Club and are for the 
private use of our audience. Any other use of 
these programs or of any pictures, descriptions or 
accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club meet-
ings, events and it’s performers, without a writ-
ten approval of consent by the Arizona Accor-
dion Club Board, is Prohibited” 
 
Tell FRANK What  Type 

ACCORDION YOU PLAY!! 
Send  your :  
Name, Address, Phone, and  email  
   
What kind of Accordion or Accordions do 
you play? Please check each one.  
   
Piano:_________  
Button Box:_____  
Concertina:_____  
Bandoneon:_____  
Chromatic:______  
   
Please return to:  
   
Frank Schweller  
Arizona Accordion Club  
1027 E Las Palmaritas Dr  
Phoenix, Az 85020  
Phone # 602 944 6560  
E Mail: frank_Schweller@msn.com 
------------------------------------------------------ 
Piano Accordion Instructors: 
Joanne Drum 480 994-4698l 
Tony Putrino   480 483-3943  
 Dr. Van Orden 623 203 7909  
Pete Donatella 623 877-1846   
Jack Dermody 602-237-5627 
 
Button Accordion Instructor  
Tony Longoria 602 718-4058 

---------------------------------------- 
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Catch us on the World Wide Web http://www.azaccordionclub.com   or My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com� 
 
Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link offers Photos and 
bios of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to Jeff Carpenter at 
jpcarp@gmail.com   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-2700 
 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 
 

“Quality is remembered long after price is forgotten” 
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Now it was time for our headliner, Vladimir 
Mollov .  By the time this young man had 
finished entertaining us, we really realized 
what an accordion could do!  Vladimir, I 
don’t believe you have any bones in those 
long fingers of yours – they move so fast 
it’s amazing.  Vladimir said he feels the 
accordion is very misunderstood in the 
United States.  It doesn’t get the respect it 
deserves, as all of us are aware.  Then he 
proceeded to play us a musical trip of dif-
ferent countries and their sounds.  I’m sure 
I won’t get all the songs named correctly 
here, but I’ll give it a try.  He began with a 
song by the French jazz artist, Richard 
Galliano . (I didn’t catch the name of the 
song.)  Then he played something from the 
Baroque Period, again name unknown, 
then “Spring Waltz”, then the Gypsy 
“Hungarian Rhapsody” by Franz Liszt .  
(I have never heard it played so beauti-
fully.)  On to Russia for a typical folk song, 
then a song by Andre Petrov simply titled 
“Waltz ”.  Back to France, with a song 
Vladimir wrote called “A Breeze From 
Paris”, and another unnamed song by An-
dre Astierre .  Now he took us to Argentina for an Astor Piazzolla tango, then to his home country, Bulgaria, for another 
original song of his titled “To My Brother” – by the way, this one was written in 11/8 time!!  Now to the Ukraine for “The 
Beautiful Minka” to end the show to a standing ovation!  After some begging, he took us back to Bulgaria to play his 
encore song which he said is “A Work In Progress” that he said he would finish as he was playing it for us!  Vladimir , 
you told a story of Liszt playing with a gypsy violinist for the wealthy people of France, and how the two of them “kicked 
butt” for those people --- well, tonight YOU “kicked butt”!!  You truly did.  Words cannot adequately express how much 
we enjoyed you – meeting you, talking and laughing with you, and listening to your wonderful playing!  Thank you from 
all of us.  We hope someday you’ll travel out West again, and when you do, we’ll be waiting for you.    
 
After the break, we were honored to have a trio from Iowa – Darrell Ulch, Neil Rohlena and his mother, Alyce Roh-
lena, who will be 92 years old soon!  They played “Just Because” as a trio, then “The Prune Song” and “The Blue 
Skirt Waltz” with Neil  and Darrell as a duo.  Then Neil  and his mother, Alyce ,  played “A Mighty Pretty Waltz” and 
“The Loveliest Night of the Year” as a duo.  Mrs. Rohlena , that was impressive!  You played beautifully and your audi-
ence showed their appreciation for your talent. To be able to play that great at 92 years old is really something.  Thank 
you, all three of you.  Don’t be strangers – come play for us again!  
  
 
Sam Pecorilla was up next, and with Jay Stevens on bass and Jim Winning on drums, they played the heck out of 
“That’s Amore”, “Que Sera Sera”, “Chiribiri Bin”, “ Minnesota Rose”, “The Frankie Polka” and “The Nearness of 
You”.  Fun music wonderfully played.  We love your style of playing, Sam.  Thanks for being here!  
 
As the evening drew to a close the Polka Guys got up to play – these gentlemen have each one written an original polka 
and are in the process of recording them as a group. So far they have seven original polkas recorded, and are looking 
for several more – if you are interested in being on the CD, give Jack Dermody a call.  So far the songs have been writ-
ten by John Smoltz, Jack Dermody, Leigh Dechaine, Pete Don atella, Lester Rossner , all on piano accordions, and 
Tony Longoria (who wasn’t here tonight) on a button box, accompanied by Jay Stevens on bass and Eddie Detroit on 
drums. Tonight they played several of their original polkas with Jim Winning on drums.  Fun to listen to and the end of a 
wonderful music fest!  
 
After an impassioned plea for help in moving all the tables and chairs back to the rear part of the hall, the Polka Guys, 
joined by Sam Pecorilla and Andrew Jemzek , played lively “furniture moving” music for another twenty minutes or so.  
All in all, a very nice way to say goodnight to a great beginning for 2009!  
 
See you on February 16th.  



4416 North 102nd Drive 
Phoenix, AZ 85037 

Arizona Accordion Club Membership Form 
Please Print or Type All Information 

JOIN THE AAC!  BE A MEMBER!  
 
Include this form with $25.00 for one-year membership  
fee payable to: Arizona Accordion Club.  
Send to Arizona Accordion club, c/o Pete Donatella,  
4416 N. 102nd Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85037.  
Submit before December 31 to guarantee  
a place in the next year’s Membership Directory.  
  
Full Name  
 
____________________________  
 
Mailing Address   
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
City______________ State ________  Zip ____________  
 
Phone Numbers  
 
Home: _______________     Work ___________________ 
 
Cell: ______________ __      Fax: ____________________ 
 
E-mail: ___________________________ 
 
Website: __________________________  
 
Updates of Accordion Events e-mailed to you?  Yes   No 
 
Are you a   Student   Teacher   Professional   Amateur 
 
Non-Musician Accordion Enthusiast? 
 
New Member   Gift Membership   Renewal   Address Change  
 
http://www.azaccordionclub.com 


