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www.azaccordionclub.com�

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS ON 
AUGUST 17 and 18 for… 

A TWO-NIGHT MUSICAL BLOW -OUT STARRING  

GINNY MAC  OF FORT WORTH!!!!  
 

                     Monday, August 17: Arizona Accordion Club   $5.00 entry fee 
                     Tuesday, August 18: The Rhythm Room   $8.00 entry fee  
�����������	
��	�
�����	�����
������������
	������� 
���
���������������������
��	����

������

�
���
���	���������������

����

��	���
����������
�� 	�������
���������
	���
��
��
�����������	�� ���	��

	�!	
�

�	"�����������������	���
#	������	��
	��!� ��������	������
���
���������"����������
	����$��
�
	��
���
	����%���	�����
��	����
���
	���&	��
�
���� �������
	���
���
����	���'()�*��
��
���������
���
 �������$���	�������
���	��
���	"��+,-���	����!���� �	�
��
����������

������������	���	�������	����
�
� ����������	��
���
������
��	��� .��

�

 
�
����
�
������
����
���
�����������	��	����
���������	��� 
�
������
��

�������� �
/012�3�4012�$�����5����!	��
����������
����)������� ��	����

��)����	���

4022�3�4012�6��+���

������
�����	���	����������  
�
7022�3�8022��
��������	���
�����

���	�+�
	$�!	��
� �������
���������
������
��������9	
�:�##�  
�
80-/�3�;012��
�
���������
���	���	����������������� ��
��
���
��
��������
����
���

�������
�

��
�	��
������"	�  

Tuesday Night, August 18, is a Night on the Town at the Rhythm Room (For age 21 and over 
only). 
 7:00 PM—Doors open at the Rhythm Room.  Order drinks and socialize with your        
neighbors 
 
               8:00 PM. Enjoy a hot night with Ginny Mac on a great dance floor— a completely dif-
ferent show  and atmosphere from the night before. 
 
Take your newly learned dance lessons there to boogie the night away.  Bring all your relatives 
and best friends to a huge celebration of Ginny and our favorite instrument—the ACCORDION—
at Arizona’s hottest night club.  $8.00 cover charge.  Address: 1019 E. Indian School Rd., Phoe-
nix.  Get directions at www.rhythmroom.com 
                                  Call Jack Dermody for Details. 602-237-5627 
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MENU FOR AUGUST 17TH MEETING - Bar-B-Que Sandwich with Coleslaw, Chips and Watermelon 
 
July 20th Meeting 
by Raye Donatella   
 
John Smoltz conducted a workshop on the LS10 recorder.  (See Page 10 for a report) 

The meeting began with a jam session - now this is what I love about 
jam sessions! It started with Pete Donatella, Leigh Dechaine and 
Jack Dermody, with Jay Stevens on bass and Jim Winning on 
drums playing “Darktown Strutters Ball” and “Has Anybody Seen 
My Gal”. They were joined by Ted Lee and Jerry Syzmanski to 
play “Hey Bob a Re Bob Polka”, then as they played “ Beer Barrel 
Polka”, Lester Rossner and Chuck Voinivich sat in.  Now Carl Ny-
berg stepped in with his banjo and started them off on a catchy ver-
sion of “Ain’t She Sweet”, complete with Joan Monti and Jean 
Walls dancing for the audience. Skip Walters and Toni Dimond 
rounded out the players, playing quite a selection of songs including 

“Way Marie” , then Ted Lee led the group with a 
patriotic medley appropriate for a July meeting, 
followed by “Jamboree” and a great version of 
“Rock Around the Clock”, all very nicely done. 
What a fun way to start the evening! 
 
Next up was a special guest, Edna Beech, a won-
derful violin player who is looking for an interested 
accordion player to duet with her. The type of mu-
sic she played was Klezmer music - a tune called 
“Let’s Dance” - then she played a tune with the 
audience participating by clapping whenever she 
stomped her foot. A beautiful performance. 
Thank you for joining us, Edna. 

 
Jay Stevens, playing on a Bell DuoVox, played “Hava Nagila” , John 
Smoltz’s “White Eagle Polka”, and “Somewhere My Love”. You did great, 
Jay! It’s good to remind folks that you also play the accordion, not just the 
bass! 
 
Leigh Dechaine announced that the Octoberfest at St. Luke’s Church will be 
on October 17th this year. 
 

Paul Betken was up next playing several Michael Jackson tunes - “Beat It”, “Human Nature” and “Billie Jean”. 
He finished his set with a pretty rendition of “Misty” . Thanks, Paul we always enjoy you.        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued Page 6 
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Meeting Place 

President Jack Dermody  
(602) 237-5627 
Vice President  Jerry Szymanski 
Secretary Leigh Dechaine   
(623) 582-3746 
Treasurer  Pete Donatella  
(623) 877-1846 

Board Of Directors 

Bulletin Staff 
Pete & Raye Donatella editors 
(623) 877-1846 
 
Florilla Genco  Distribution 
 
Jeff Carpenter Web Master 
http://www.azaccordionclub.com��
 
Sal Genco Video Camera 

St. Stephen’s Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 
(602) 997-4563 

Third Monday of the Month 
Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 
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Ginny Mac was such a big hit last year that you know you do not want 
to miss her appearance at the club in August, as well as the next night 
at the Rhythm Room in Phoenix. We have had some amazing guests in 
the last few years, and Ginny is right there at the top. Here we have a 
very young person with a major accordion career ahead of her. Around 
the U.S., there are a number of excellent young players and entertain-
ers. I feel duty-bound to support them whenever they pass through 
Arizona to give them a stage – in this case TWO stages – to showcase 
our wonderful instrument to mainstream audiences. Such activity is 
good for the young artists and it’s good for our own club growth. So 
please support these events with your time and whatever cover charges 
are associated with them. In the future, when places like the Rhythm 
Room get a tip from the Arizona Accordion Club that we have an 
amazing artist, they will not have to think twice about booking the art-
ist. 
 
We often get comments from our members that the meetings keep get-
ting better and better. I, too, believe that, and here’s why: The players 
keep raising the bar on themselves, practice hard, and show up with 
more and more entertaining music. A core group of players are prac-
ticing and playing together more – rather than alone – and our favorite 
sidemen Jim Winning, Carl Nyberg, and Jay Stevens are showing up 
every single time to help make us sound like the professionals we all 
aspire to be. This musical evolution is ongoing and consistent. Other 
than the music, our backup crew is as selfless and dependable as the 
rising sun. They include Raye Donatella, Cindy Geremia, and Rose 
Dermody at the reception desk, Connie Stevens and Jean Walls at the 
raffle and sales table, Steve Durkit behind the bar, that small army of 
ladies in the kitchen, and Jay Stevens who has been the mastermind 
and chief technician behind our much improved sound system. And 
let’s not forget all the members who show up every time or most of 
the time, lead positive applause, give us good ideas – and especially 
those members who bring guests, some of whom become new mem-
bers. 
 
If you have been sitting back - and feeling the same - and wanting to 
be part of this, please give one of us a call and let us know you’d like 
to volunteer to help. 
 
I can honestly tell you that I live for this club and the music we make. 
Thanks to ALL of you for making this easy. 
 
Jack Dermody 

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 
Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  
Cindy Geremia               ( 602)  692-8121 
Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 
Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 
Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 
Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 
Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionClub@cox.net ,  

                                                              What’s Happening 
 
                           THE ACCORDION IS MOVING INTO MAINSTREAM MUSIC - 
                                        AN EVENING WITH DJANGO REINHARDT 
 
Jack Dermody and Paul Betken had the honor to be invited to sit in with the Hot Club of Phoenix trio, playing 
at the Al Moro  dance club on East Camelback Road on Friday, July 24th. 
 
This group plays swing music and dancing is the order of the day!  It was a fresh and unique experience en-
joyed by all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                   THE ARIZONA ACCORDION CLUB ENSEMBLE IS ON THE ROAD AGAIN! 
 
Thanks to Sally Chavez, Senior Program Supervisor, and Mary Middleton, the Senior Program Assistant, on 
Wednesday, July 15th, the Ensemble played for the Sunnyslope Community Center.  I’m not sure who enjoyed 
it most - the attendees or the Ensemble members!  The music was fun and the audience participation verified it!  
 
Our thanks to the Sunnyslope Community Center for starting our season off with a bang.  Ensemble members 
who performed were Jack Dermody, Lester Rossner, Jerry Syzmanski, Pete Donatella, Ted Lee, Toni Dimond, 
Josip Baginac, Jay Stevens on bass, Jim Winning on drums, and a late appearance (after escaping from her den-
tist) by Jan Mundy. 
 
Check out our president.  Who knew he could dance and play at the same time!!!! 



Honorary Members 
Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Len ny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 
Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla-Rini *  Myron Floren * Al Monti 

Up Coming Events / Meeting Minutes (continued) 

August 6. Thursday. Bowerbirds, 
Megafun, and Dry River Yacht 
Club. Rhythm Room. 1019 E. In-
dian School Rd., Phoenix. Doors 
open at 7:30, show at 8 p.m. In-
cludes accordions, youthful per-
formances, for all ages. See 
www.myspace.com/bowerbirds. 
www.rhythmroom.com.  
 
August 10. Monday. Bowerbirds 
and Megafun. Club Congress, 311 
E. Congress St., Tucson. Doors 
open at 7:00, show at 8 p.m. See 
www.myspace.com/bowerbirds 

August 14-16. Accordion Federa-
tion of North America (AFNA).  
Arizona Accordion Club members 
and students attending and compet-
ing in the west’s largest accordion 
competition. Knotts Berry Farm 
Resort Hotel, Buena Park, CA. 
Call Jack Dermody for details. 602
-237-5627. 

September 19. 4-10 pm. Bob 
Doszak Band and the Varitones. 
Pulaski Club in Phoenix.  4331 E. 
McDowell Rd., Phoenix. 602-275-
9329. 

September 20. 2-8 pm. John 
Smoltz Band and Bob Doszak 
Band.  Pulaski Club in Phoenix. 
4331 E. McDowell Rd., Phoenix. 
602-275-9329. 
 
September 25, Friday. Roland V-
Accordion Festival. Doubletree 
Hotel, 5757 Telegraph Rd., Com 

merce, CA. Limited free tick-
ets for paid members of the 
Arizona Accordion Club.  Call 
Jack Dermody for details. 602-
237-5627. 
 
February 21-28, 2010. Polka 
Party at Sea! The Eddie 
Rodick Orchestra, Steve Meis-
ner, and The Karousels with 
Bob Doszak. Ports of Call: 
Costa Maya, Santo Thomas de 
Castilla, Belize, Cozumel. 
Leaving from New Orleans. 
Reservations: Kollander World 
Travel, 971 E. 185th St., Cleve-
land, OH 44119, 800-800-
5981 / 216-692-1000. 
www.kollander.com. 
 
April 17-24, 2010. Pacific 
Polka Party! Joey Tomsick, 
Herb Eberle, Polka Power 
California, Fr. Frank 
Perkovich. Visiting the Mexi-
can Riviera: Puerto Vallarta, 
Mazatlan, Cabo San Lucas. 
Leaving from Los Angeles, 
CA. Reservations: Kollander 
World Travel, 971 E. 185th St., 
Cleveland, OH 44119, 800-800
-5981 / 216-692-1000. 
www.kollander.com. 
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Continued from p 2 
 
Leigh Dechaine came up and played 
and sang a “French Song”, then 
played “The Snyder Polka” and a 
jazzy “Sweet Sue”. That sounded 
good, Leigh - I especially enjoy 
your singing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Time for another jam session - Lester 
Rossner, Jerry Syzmanski and Pete 
Donatella, with Carl Nyberg on 
banjo, Jay Stevens on bass and Jim 
Winning on drums played Jerry  
Syzmanski’s “Cave Creek Polka”, 
“Sheboygan Polka”, “Lake Erie 
Polka” and “Cafe Polka” - Wow! 
That got the people up and dancing! 
That really makes it special! 
 
Joan Monti, with Carl Nyberg play-
ing guitar this time, Jim Winning on 
drums and Jay Stevens on bass came 
up next - they played and Jim sang 
“Yes Sir, That’s My Baby”, again with 
folks dancing, “It’s the Talk of the 
Town” and “Just Because”. Again, 
great to watch and hear! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continued Page 10 



Come Hear Us Play                            
 

 
Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick : 
Haus Murphy’s 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 
Bill Regina : 
The Black Forest Mill Restaurant  
4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix 
602 840-4000 
Every Friday and Saturday  6:00 to 9:00 
 
John Smoltz : 
White Eagle Deli & Restaurant, 
16846 W Bell Road, Suite 109 
( Bell Road and Rt. 303)  
Surprise, AZ 85374 
 (623) 583-8632 
www.whiteeagledeli.com 
Call for dates and times 
 
 
Tony Putrino :  
Contact Tony by e-mail for weekly updates 
t.putrino@cox.net 
  
The Hurricajuns :  
Shot of Java , 2nd Saturday of every month  
7003 N. 58th Ave. Glendale (623) 847-2423.  
 
 Pulaski Club of Arizona  
602-275-4331, 4331 E. McDowell Rd.,  
Phoenix, AZ 85008  
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Augie Figurelli : 
Vincitorio's Restaurant (480.820.2786) 
1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109  -  Tempe, AZ 
SE Corner of Elliot and McClintock 
Call for dates and Times 
 ( www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com ) 
( www.augieperforms.com ) 
Bella Vino Restaurant (480-802-5770_ 
985 W. Chandler Heights Rd. 
Chandler, AZ 
Friday and Saturday 
 
 
Paul Kay: 
Lyns Lake Café (928-778-0720) 
4505 E. Forest Service Rd. 
Prescott, AZ 
Every Saturday Night 
 
 
 

 

We thanked Jennifer Stocker for all 
her hard work mailing out the news-
letters, and ………. 
 
We now welcome Florilla Genco to 
the Distribution job.  They will be 
sealed, stamped, labeled, and taken 
to the post office.  (All 200 of them) 
Thank you Florilla for your help. 
 
So now husband Sal Genco, our 
videographer, will get to witness an-
other phase of our club responsibili-
ties. 
 
Is there no end to the help we get 
from our members? 
 
If you are interested in helping, let 
Jack or Pete know and we will find 
the right area for your willingness. 
 
Thank you. 



Ad Policy For Display ads, Arizona Accordion club members pay the lower price:    
Business card Size  $5.00  or $8.00 Quarter page  $10.00  or $16.00  Half page  $20.00  or $32.00 Full page  40.00  or $64.00    

Musical Items For Sale: 
Roland FR3S, 18.5 lbs, reedless, 
special price, special circumstances, 
call John Castiglione, 1-800-325-
1832 
 
Castiglione accordion 41 key, 120 bass, 
4/5 reeds, 8/5 switches. Good Condition.  
Elmer Faser 623-584-9801  $600.00 
 
 
 
 

Piano Accordion Instructors: 
 
Earl Robinson 602-524-7338  
Joanne Drum   480 994-4698 
Tony Putrino   480 483-3943  
Joan Monti       602-923-3856 
 Dr. Van Orden 623 203 7909  
Pete Donatella   623 877-1846  
Jack Dermody   602 237 5627  
Button Accordion Instructor  
Tony Longoria 602 718-4058 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 Looking for Chromatic accordion, C-
system , 17lbs or less. Want it for stroll-
ing. Neither color nor number of switches 
matter. Call Steve Weninger at 651-702-
0719. E-mail: msweninger@comcast.net 
 
ZALOR'S  3 Row Diatonic Accordion 
C F Bb Box. Excellent Condition.  $1,000.00 
Bill Regina at (602) 938-3679  
 
CONCERTO DA 100 – Digital accordion. 
4/5 Reed, 10 Registers. Treble reeds HAND 
MADE. 7 years old. Not used professionally. 
Full description at Mfg’s Site – 
www.accordioninfo.com. Paid $10,000 – 
willing to entertain any serious offer. 
Frank Mutranowski  414-425-8247 or 
www.porkapine@smcglobal.net  
 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE? 

Arizona Accordion Club is in need of 12
-bass accordions, music, and music 
stands for beginners. Do you have any to 
donate  or sell at a low cost ? These ma-
terials will be used in our new classes 
open to the public SOON. Call Jack. (602) 
237-5627. ( Tax deductible receipt, ask 
Pete Donatella ) 

Gold Magnante $5,500.00 best deal!  
Band New !  MSRP $ 9000.00  
This is still considered the best  
instrument for jazz-swing music. 
Model Magnante Features 41/120 4/6 
11+M/6 Weight 26.5 lbs., 19.3" x 8.3" x 
17.2"   Tony DePitrius at 480 946 7368 
 
Lady size 120 bass, $190.00 and full size
-Musette  reeds $325 Both A-1 condition 
Jerry Sleger 480-278-9633 
 
Monarch  Reedless Midi Accordion (like 
new), 120 bass, Includes Orla XM600 
Orchestra Module + cases.  Make offer.  
Please call (602) 996-4832 or Email: 
pbreitkopf@cox.net  
 
Excelsior Midi with a  Xetron X4 module.  
Eduardo . 480 661-7750.  
edwardoperez@cox.net 
 
Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. 
Very good condition.  Frank Cic 480 895-
8161 
 
$350.00 Cordovox, recently tuned. 
GC 2 row Accordion $250.00.  
Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525 
 

Next 2 Items are from John Gaunt’s 
ACCORDIONS and KEYBOARDS 1248 S. 
Highland Ave., Clearwater, FL 33756 (727) 
443-4113 Email Accordeon@aol.com 
New ORLAVOX MIDI 14 pound Reedless 
accordion. Hundreds of sounds. Shoulder 
straps, Case and Warranty on parts and 
labor  for One Year. $3650.00.  
 
PETOSA 4/5 Reeds with MIDI. Accordion 
has 45 keys, not 41. Keyboard range is from 
F to C#. 14 Treble registers plus Side Master 
and 9 Bass Registers. Excellent condition. 
Model AM 1300 EM Symphony . Over 
$13,000.00 new, a steal at only $5300.00. 
With shoulder straps, carry case, Midi Wires, 
Audio stereo wire and  6 months labor and 
parts Warranty . 
 
MELODIJA - 3 Row Diatonic Accordion. 
Tuned GCF Excellent Condition $1,200.00 
RICHILIEU - Rubell 4 String Plectrum Banjo, 
Mint Condition with Stand, Case and Extra 
String Set. $500.00 
Call John, 480-722-7762. 
 
Petosa 800 Midi, $2700 Gale Evans 
480 836 1604 or mobile  480 250 1399 
or gale2u@cox.net 
 
 Wanted :Looking for a Petosa. An S-2000 
model P-800 which had 4/4 sets of reeds or a 
model AM1100 an S-2000 Midi. 
Have one for sale? Contact Norbert Ludewig. 
908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 Ridge Way, 
Fanwood, NJ 07023 
 
Accordion Repairs in Coolidge Arizona.  
Rebuilds and tunings.  
Timothy Gomez 1 520 510 9317. 
 

DVD’s of Club Meetings are avail-
able.  

“All Arizona Accordion Club Meet-
ings and sponsored events are copy-
righted by the Board of the Arizona 
Accordion Club and are for the private 
use of our audience. Any other use of 
these programs or of any pictures, de-
scriptions or accounts of the Arizona 
Accordion Club meetings, events and 
it’s performers, without a written ap-
proval of consent by the Arizona Ac-
cordion Club Board, is Prohibited” 
------------------------------------------------------ 
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Catch us on the World Wide Web http://www.azaccordionclub.com   or My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com� 
 
Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link offers Photos and 
bios of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to Jeff Carpenter at 
jpcarp@gmail.com   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-2700 
 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 
 

“Quality is remembered long after price is forgotten” 

             Roland Distributer 

  Best Prices on All Roland Products 
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Did you Miss the LS-10 Workshop?  
At the July meeting, John Smoltz presented 
a great workshop using the LS-10.  He 
talked about how it could record from CD 
players, record players, radio, telephone 
and for conferences. 
 John showed how with the Roxio 
program you can edit a file. 
 
There is a simple guide available 
to our club’s customers and you 
are encouraged to contact  him at 
480-575-0534 for any information. 
 

            Continued from page 6 
Now Rosemary Smith took the stage and played “Chattanooga Shoe Shine Boy”, a very melodic “Cruising 
Down the River” and “Bouquet of Roses”. All very nicely done. We’re glad you make the trip all the way in 
from Sun City to play for us, Rosemary. 
 
Domenic Feroce played several Italian songs (which I will try to spell correctly), titled“La Fillanda”, “Bionda 
Bella Biondo”, and “Il Valzer del Buon Amore”. Beautifully done, Domenic. Thank you. 
 
Pete Donatella and Lester Rossner, with Jay Stevens on bass and Jim Winning on drums, played next - they 
played “Ariva Derci Roma” and “Blue Moon”, sung by Jay (no comment on forgetting the words, Jay), then 
Jack Dermody joined them to play a swinging version of “In the Mood” - that got ‘em up dancing again!! 
While the dancing was going good, the guys played “Lady Be Good”, moving right into “Has Anybody Seen 
My Gal” with a smidgin of “Little Brown Jug” thrown in. That made your ears and your eyes feel good! 
 
                               
 
 
 
 
Continued on Page 11                   
                                                      Jim Winning                  Rosemary Smith 
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Now take a good look at Joe Geremia’s “Wedding’s” graphic below.  If you ever 
think that you or one of your friends could use this service, give Joe a call. 
 
It’s great for any celebration, 50th birthday, anniversary, corporate event, or any 
special occasion. 

Continued from page 10 
 
To finish out the evening, my favorite duo, Dennis Humlicek and Frank 
Schweller, with Jim Winning on drums and Jay Stevens on bass, played a lovely 
version of “You Picked a Fine Time to Leave Me, Lucille”, “Oh, Johnny”, “The 
Old Gray Mare”, “Just Because”, “Elmer’s Tune” and “In Heaven There Is No 
Beer”. That was a perfect way to end a perfect evening of song and dance!! 
 
A very appreciative Thank You to Sal Jenco for taping every meeting, and to Jim Winning and Carl  
Nyberg for their backup for our players. Also to Jay Stevens for his backup on bass. We may not remem-
ber to always thank you, gentlemen, but we truly do appreciate all of you. 
 
Now, for a quick “as my Dad always said” - “A good beginning insures a happy ending” - and that is cer-
tainly true of tonight’s meeting! 
 
See you on August 17th. 
  



4416 North 102nd Drive 
Phoenix, AZ 85037 

Arizona Accordion Club Membership 
Form 

Please Print or Type All Information JOIN THE AAC!  BE A MEMBER!  
 
Include this form with $25.00 for one-year membership  
fee payable to: Arizona Accordion Club .  
Send to Arizona Accordion club, c/o Pete Donatella,  
4416 N. 102nd Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85037.  
  
Full Name  
 
____________________________  
 
Mailing Address   
 
_________________________________________________ 
 
City______________ State ________  Zip ____________  
 
Phone Numbers  
 
Home: _______________     Work ___________________ 
 
Cell: ______________ __      Fax: ____________________ 
 
E-mail: ___________________________ 
 
Website: __________________________  
 
Updates of Accordion  Events e-mailed to you?  Yes   No 
 
Are you a   Student   Teacher   Professional   Amateur 
 
Non-Musician Accordion Enthusiast? 


