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On December 21st, the Arizona Accordion Club’s VenSpecial Guest Stars For The Evening are...

Antony 7 L Anthony Rolando andValerie Vacco
Rolando _ Sasy . =

& Anthony has won over 110 trophies since he began studmgccordion at the age of 5 years old.
B Twice a bronze medal winner in world CompetitiRalando is the United States Accordion Cham-
- pion. His musical accomplishments are unsurpassisdnost memorable performance was to play in

s the orchestra and share a solo with the famouantdlenor Luciano Pavarotti.

| Valerie began singing and dancing at the age of threewi@goup she has used
her drama and dance while performing for many tiezdtplays. Throughout all
! of her accomplishments, she has been awarded tsta@ding Women of Ame| ¥
;__ | ica Award and she also holds the Marion Award Medal

Anthony and Valerie, a husband and wife duo, perftrgether and travel throughout the United Stateb
Canada with a wide variety of shows. They have lgpersts for many Television and Radio Programss Thi
duo is sure to please and leave the audience vgamiime! ( More about our guests, see page 4 )

For The Arizona Accordion Club’'s  January 18 2010 _ _ |
Meeting, we will introduce Christmas is here!

. . And once again it's time for the
Vme Abbracciante "Accordion Club's Christmas Party"

The hall will be decorated and ready for a fun and ex-
citing night. We're inviting you to bring in your f avorite
baked goodies. Along with your friends, family, and

vmw most important your grandchildren, or great grandch il-
dren (no matter how young or old). Santa will arri ~ ve
AH]]RM][}]ANTE early to greet the young ones, and get any last min  ute

requests. Then time to sit back, enjoy the music,
fill your tummies, and sing and dance the night awa .
HoHoHo!

.\;{

"The fellow who has really impressed me is a young Italian from
Puglia: Vincenzo Abbracciante. In every song he has taken me on a
journey and touched me." Richard Galliano ‘Jazzman’ magazine.

( continued on page 4)
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MENU FOR DECEMBER 21 MEETING: Open face Hot Turkey Sandwich, Sweet Potato, Broccoli and Cranberries.
Plus assorted Holiday Cookies, Cakes, and other goodies contributed by members of the Arizona Accordion Club

MEETING OF NOVEMBER 16, 2009 by Raye Donatella

BORSINI NIGHT!! The Borsini Accordion people were here to show us the beautiful assortment
of instruments put out by Borsini . After a well attended and enthusiastically appreciated demon-

W The pre-meeting music was played by the Squeezemasters . The Squeezemasters consists of
lacona Arizona Accordion Club  member Phil Verturaci playing accordion, Mike Phipps also on accor-
’ dion, Rick Cram doing guitar and vocals, Stan Wijtz on drums, and Mary Campbell on bass.

They did great rendi-
tions of “Diana,”
“Darktown Strutter’s
Ball,” “Don't It Make
My Brown Eyes
Blue,” “Strangers In
the Night,” “Chances
Are,” “Bill Bailey,”
and finished up with
“Rock Around the
Clock.” It's not often
that we have two
different groups on
the same evening,
with both groups as
talented as these
are! Very nice,
Squeezemasters !
Everyone enjoyed
you!

Right here would be a good place to remind everyone that Santa Claus will be here at the next meeting - please bring
the little ones for a special evening complete with Santa and Mrs. Claus - not only will it be fun for the children, it will also
bring happy smiles from all the grandpas and grandmas attending!

Next up were the Hurricajuns . This is the second group that | referred to

earlier. This group is led by Dale Gibson , who plays mandolin, harmonica

Bill = | and sings vocals, with Bill Roussell on accordion, Wayne Bruno on guitar

" Roussell = s and vocal backup, and Larry Earlywine on violin. They played a nice variety
{Wq : of Cajun and Zydeco music, including “Matilda,” “Let's Chase Each Other

Lt Around the Room,” “Jole Blon,” “Just Because,” “Zydeco Blues,” and ended

ITL LR

with “Bad Moon Rising.” Allin all, a great sound. That was fun. It's easy to
. Sl e see why these guys are in

Larry demand all over the valley
Earlywine [jls\1%

Quinn and Liam Collins

The Collins boys were up
next. Liam, the youngest,
played “The Flower Flows on
the Moon.” Then Quinn, the older of the two, played “Corrine.” Back to
Liam who played “Happy Smile Polka,” and again to Quinn who did a
beautiful version of “The Fairies.” You boys are so special - not only do
you play like professionals, you're both adorable! Your folks must be so
proud on you! We are, too!
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are upon us. Christian or not, you have to lov

peace and all of us showing each other that
care deeply about one another through our gi

giving.

= Many of you already demonstrated where youy

‘ - heart lies. If you attended the November meetjng,

A you remember that | asked for ten dollars per fa-

ble to provide a first-semester gift of school diggpand other goodies to
our 21 fourth-grade accordion students at New WEBddcation Center. |

essentially asked the room for $210 and you dediy&224. Isn’t that
wonderful! Thank you to ALL.

The Arizona Accordion Club itself is a gift that we all give to one an-
other. It is a family. One gift we provide is arsisin this desert for memt
bers to entertain each other, learn from one andilage fun together, ea
and drink together, and bring big name players gdrerously accept
lower fees because they know that we are an iftpgraof the larger ac-
cordion family. In this club, the gift is not eigttazy people who do all the
work; instead, it is a whole bunch of people whergwveek and every
month contribute their talents, their brains, theird work, and their
hearts. The curremtrizona Accordion Club is very much a democracy
run by an open-minded and highly active board -byatine person. Ever
member gives his or her time as an artist, as aargble member, as a
helper at meetings, as a newsletter contributos,vasb contributor, as a
teacher in the youth program, and so much moreoblpks here for the
money. All of our acts are selfless gifts to onethar. The board is a gift
because those who have actively called the offikeosv that they get a
response. It is impossible to please everybodyl bud knows we try.
Those who do not communicate or do not work or alosomehow partici
pate may be losing out on the wonderful gifts sbrgces for personal e
joyment, personal growth, and wonderful friendships

So, it's the end of 2009. It's the Christmas seastime season of gift-
giving. The accordion brought you to the club aithecause you play or
you know and love someone who does play. Now thie ckeds your tal-
ents to continue its mission. Resolve now to bamtegral part of this mis
sion.-- promoting the accordion for all to hear amjby. Please just give
little thought to the many gifts that you can shaeesonally with the rest
of the club. We are family and have the potentidie¢ an even more carifg
and mutually helpful family in 2010, wouldn’t yoays?

152

Here’s an idea for a New Year’s Resolution: Fingl ghare joy, communi
cate, do a little work, and participate wholehedlstén this wonderful fam
ily called theArizona Accordion Club.

Jack

The Christmas season and our Christmas megting

the messages of the season — all of us workinp for



Page 4 The Arizona Accordion Club

Update On The
YOUTH PROGRAM

The youth program has hit several milestones this month ( drum roll ) our first student graduated to 120 bass accordion.
Considering the class has only been working for 3 months that shows great promise for some of the advanced students.

Another amazing milestone is the ability of 80% of the class to read music on sight. We introduced a new piece of music
last week, set a nice easy "learning" tempo and first time through sounded great ! From a basic concept of only two
things, a course curriculum and 24 used accordions, we should ALL be proud how much we’ve done and how far we've
come in such a short time ! A huge thanks to the efforts of members of the Arizona Accordion Club  that make this pro-
ject work.

There will be a major concert by the students, Please make a serious attempt to be there to support the kids, on Decem-
ber 11th at 11:30 AM at the school. This early time was set so visitors can avoid peak traffic time. The school is one
block south of McDowell on 3rd Street in Phoenix.

Let's all make an effort to show the kids EVERYONE in the Arizona Accordion Club  supports them.

What a Great way to get a first hand look at the Youth Program and learn more about it.

The year is coming to an end, please if you or somebody you know are in a financial position that requires some year end
charity contributions, please consider the Arizona Accordion Club Scholarship Program or the Arizona Accordion
Club Youth Program . The treasurer has set up separate balances for both projects. The Arizona Accordion Club is a
non-profit corporation in Arizona, so gifts are tax deductible . The Accordion Club has a great history of contributing to
youth accordion players, and can use everyone's help in making our current youth program get better and better.

A major accomplishment was achieved just this month, the education director for the NWEC (New World Education Cen-
ter) has approved the Arizona Accordion Club's  proposal to provide individual instruction for the advanced students.
The letters are being prepared to go home to the parents. The NWEC music director has agreed to manage this program,
so the Arizona Accordion Club  personnel can concentrate on the students. This MEANS we will need more instructors,
so please contact myself or any board of director member to find out what you CAN DO to help this program.

Special thanks goes out to Rod Julkowski ( a winter visitor from Minnesota and club member) he took the time to come
to a morning lesson at NWEC. Check with Rod next time you see him, to find out more about the program from an out-
sider viewpoint. Thanks Rod, that is exactly what we would like every member of the club to do.

MURL'’'S HOLIDAY FAVORITES
Murl Allen Sanders is pleased to announce his fabulous new Christmas
CD:

Solo accordion and band performances including

“White Christmas”, “Silver Bells”, “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen” and
9 other beloved holiday favorites.

Makes a great gift! Buy your copy today!

By check only $18.00 by mail (includes shipping and handling)
P.O. Box 30553, Seattle, WA 98113

CREDIT CARD PURCHASES available online at CDBaby.com
DIGITAL DOWNLOADS Available at CDBaby and iTtunes

Coming soon: Murl Ringtones!
Don't forget to purchase Murl’s other CD’s
and Accordion Songbook!

Email murl@murlallensanders.com
Snail mail P.O. Box 30553 Seattle, WA
98113

Phone 206-781-8196

Website www.murlallensanders.com
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Anthony Rolando
is the United States accordion Champion, and two times
bronze medal winner in World Competition. His musical ac-
complishments on this traditional instrument are unsur-
passed. He has won over a hundred and ten trophies since
he began studying the accordion at the age of five. A typical
performance may include concert style musical selections,
where only the skill and musicianship developed from many
hours of practice could do justice to such difficult composi-
tions. Anthony has performed throughout the United States,
Europe, Canada and Australia where his talent was immedi-
ately recognized and well received. Some of his most
memorable performances were on the Gene Carroll & Polka
Varieties Shows, performing with Myron Floren, Henry
Questa and the Lawrence Welk Orchestra. Anthony also
gave a concert at Carnegie Hall in New York City, Sever-
ance Hall and the Front Row Theater in Cleveland, Ohio. He
had the honor of performing for Tony Bennett, the former
President of the United States, George Bush, and was cho-
sen to perform with a sixty-five piece orchestra for the fa-
mous ltalian Tenor, Mr. Luciano Pavarotti.

Valerie Vacco
began singing and dancing at the age of three. With the liv-
ing room as her stage, a lamp as her spot light, and a vac-
uum cord as her microphone, she always kept her family
entertained! Soon after, she began performing at various
school functions. At fourteen, she was chosen to sing,
dance, and direct the eight grade Spring Concert, under the
direction of Sister Francis Cabrini. Attending St. Joseph
Academy, an all girl High School, she then began to use
drama and dance while performing in many of the school
plays such as South Pacific, Bells are Ringing, and as a
Senior, she had the leading roll of "Chava" in Fiddler on the
Roof. Her performance in the Senior Talent Show, brought
her great honor as her own song was chosen to be class
song for her Senior Graduating Class.

In 1994 she moved to Cleveland and now performs in
shows with United States Accordion Champion, and two
times bronze medal winner, Anthony Rolando. Their per-
formances have taken them to many of the Italian Festivals
world wide. They also perform songs from around the world.
They have been guests for many Television & Radio Pro-
grams. Two of her most memorable performances with An-
thony Rolando have been the Garden State Arts Center in
New Jersey, and performing with Henry Cuesta and the
Lawrence Welk Orchestra in Pennsylvania.

Vince Abbracciante
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send theware ofJack at AzAccordionclub@cox.net
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Up Coming Events

The Hurricajuns

January 14-18, 2010Frank Marocco

Brown & 59th avenue, Glendale, 85302 | Resort 1666 S Dobson Rd.

Music from New Orleans to refried beans, pesa, Arizona
THIS EVENT IS SOLD OUT!!

February 21-28, 2010Polka Party at
Sea!The Eddie Rodick Orchestra, Stev
Meisner, and The Karousels with Bob
Doszakwww.kollander.com

199)

April 17-24, 2010Pacific Polka Party!
Joey Tomsick, Herb Eberle, Polka Powgr
California, Fr. Frank Perkovich. 800-
800-5981www.kollander.com

@\&jl*l{l)wcj
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(reate A Video Slide Show O A DVD

Honorary Members
Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Len ny Simmons
Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Ciiscio * Flaco Jimenez
Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla-Rini * Myron Floren * Al Monti
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Come Hear Us Play

Tony Putrino : New CD to be Released! Bill Regina :

December 4 - 6, Fri - Sun, 10 AM - 5 PM The Black Forest Mill Restaurant
Tempe Festival of the Arts, 4900 E. Indian School Road, Phoenix, AZ
Located in Tempe, on 5th St (east of Mill Ave), 602 840-4000

across from the Tempe Mission Palms Hotel Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 9:00
The Hurricajuns : Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick :
2/25/2010 7:00 PM at Glendale’s Haus Murphy’s

Brown Library Auditorium 5739 West Glendale Avenue

Brown and 59th avenue, Glendale, AZ 85302 Glendale Arizona 85301

Music from New Orleans to refried beans. 623 939-2480

Bookings info is at Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00

www.myspace.com/hurricajuns

John Smoltz :
480-575-0534 480-575-6996
http://www.johnsmoltz.com/index.html

Augie Figurelli :

( www.augieperforms.com )

Vincitorio's Restaurant  (480.820.2786)
1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109 - Tempe, AZ
Call for dates and Times

( www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com )

Bella Vino Restaurant (480-802-5770
985 W. Chandler Heights Rd.
Chandler, AZ Friday and Saturday

St. Stephen
Catering Service

8141 North 16th Street

Mary & Basil Rabayda
B02-997-4563
www ststephensbyzantine.org/catering1.htm
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The

Musical Items For Sale:

Arizona Accordion Club

Excelsior - Symphony Model, 4/4 reed
11/3 switches, plus mute, amplified.
Very Good condition. $895.00 Tony
Putrino 480-483-3943 t.putrino@cox.r

120 basExcelsior A.C. Great Musette
$3,000.0Bob Dura 602-841-0487

Excelsior Digisyzer Accordion- $2900
Guerrini Polka Box - Rhinestones - $2100Q
Korg rotating sound machine - $250
Crate Amp - 15" speaker - $300
SelmerModel 80 Tenor Sax - $2900
Noblette Clarinet - $350

Mikes, Stands, Fronts, etc.

Ken Aldrin - 602-996-8197

ExcelsiorMidi with Xetron X4 module.
Eduardo. 480 661-7750.
edwardoperez@cox.net

Excelsior New York Model 5accordion.
V.G. condition$350.00.
Frank Cic 480 895-8161

Cordovox, recently tuned.
GC 2 row Accordion $250.00.
Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525

Castiglioneaccordion 41 key, 120 bass, 4
reeds, 8/5 switches. Good Conditidalmer
Faser623-584-9801$600.00

RICHILIEU - Mint Rubell 4 String Plec-
trum Banjo, included Stand, Case, Extra
String Set. $500.00. Jot02-539-3475

Petosa800 Midi, $2700Gale Evans480
836 1604 or mobile 480 250 1399.
gale2u@cox.net

Wanted :Looking for aPetosa. A1 S-2000
model P-800which had 4/4 sets of reeds o
modelAM1100 anS-2000Midi.

Have one for sale? Contadorbert
Ludewig. 908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2
Ridge Way, Fanwood, NJ 07023

CONCERTO DA 100 - Digital accordion.
4/5 Reed, 10 Registers. Treble reeds HAN
MADE. 7 years old. Not used professional
www.accordioninfo.com. Paid $10,000 —
willing to entertain any serious offer.
Frank Mutranowski414-425-824br
www.porkapine@smcglobal.net

ZALOR'S 3 Row Diatonic Accordion
C F Bb Box. Excellent Condition. $1,000.
Bill Regina at (602) 938-3679

$;0ld Magnanté5,500.00 best deal!
Band New ! MSRP $ 9000.00
This is stillconsider the best
‘%astrument for jazz-swing music.

odel Magnante Features 41/120 4/6 11+M/6
Weight 26.5 Ibs., 19.3" x 8.3" x 17.2Tony
DePitrius at 480 946 7368

Next 2 Items are frordohn Gaunt’s
ACCORDIONS and KEYBOARDS 1248 S.
Highland Ave., Clearwater, FL 33756 (727) 443
4113 Email Accordeon@aol.com

New ORLAVOX MIDI 14 pound Reedless
accordion. 100’s of sounds. Shoulder straps,
Case. 1 year warranty parts/labor. $3650.00.
PETOSA 4/5 Reeds with MIDI. Accordion has
45 keys, not 41. Keyboard range is from F to
14 Treble registers plus Side Master and 9 Ba
Registers. Excellent condition. Mod&M 1300
EM Symphony. Over $13,000.00 new, only
$5300.00. With shoulder straps, carry case, M
Wires, Audio stereo wire. 6 months warranty
labor/parts .

wnL)

Looking for Chromatic accordiorC-system
17lbs or less. Want it for strolling. C&teve
Weninger at 651-702-0719. E-mail: mswen-
inger@comcast.net

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE?

PArizona Accordion Club is in need of 12-bass
accordions, music, and music stands for begin
ners.Tax deductiblereceipt.

ra

Piano Accordion Instructors:
Earl Robinson 602-524-7338
Joanne Drum 480 994-4698
Tony Putrino 480 483-3943
Joan Monti 602-923-3856
Dr. Van Orden 623 203 7909
Pete Donatella 623 877-1846
Jack Dermody 602 237 5627

1=

Button Accordion Instructor
Tony Longoria 602 718-4058

#. Phoenix
¥iggie's Music 602 266 9622
3309 North 3rd Street
Phoenix, AZ 85012-2301
i
Jerry Sleger480 278-9633

See his ad on page 10

Coolidge
Timothy Gomez1 520 510 9317

DVD'’s of Club Meetings are available.
“All Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored
events are copyrighted by the Board of Arezona Accor-
dion Club and are for the private use of our audience. An
other use of these programs or of any picturegrig®ns
or accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club meetirggnts
and it's performers, without a written approvakohsent by
the Arizona Accordion Club Board, is Prohibited”

wow!!

Fire up your musical

growth.Buy this LS-
plOfrom the Arizona
yAccordion Club for a

VERY BIG

DISCOUNT.

Get info from

Pete Donatella:

623-877-1846Fast
)Odelivery

Ad Policy For Display ads, Arizona Accordion club nembers pay the lower price:
Business card Size $5.00 or $8.00 Quarter pagd 000 or $16.00 Half page $20.00 or $32.00 Fo#lge 40.00 or $64.00
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Roland Distributer

Best Prices on All Roland Products

313 N.E. 45th St. Seattle, WA 98105 (2682-2700
Visit Our Web Site  www.petosa.com

“Quality is remembered long after price is forgotié

Catch us on the World Wide Webhttp://www.azaccordionclub.conor My Space at_http://www.azaccordionclub.com

Find Updates and features on upcoming meetinghmdights of our great guest performers. Tab Performers link offers Photos an
bios of some of our regular players. Arizona AcéondClub members are encouraged to send theitinfeff Carpenter at
jpcarp@gmaicom Check thslide showfor photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club megs.
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"I hope you all share my view that music is mankind's universal language gifted to us from God." John Cesinger

The accordion has lost a good friend with the passing of
John Cesinger.

John grew up in Chicago and was learning to play an 8
bass piano accordion at age 4. He was playing a 120
bass instrument by age 8.By age 15 he was playing in a
Country and Western band

and performing solo engage-

ments.

However, during his college

and graduate school days he

stopped playing the accor-

dion and did not play at all

for 42 years. When he

picked it up again he received 3 years of training from
maestro Anthony Galla-Rini. He got back in the groove
by playing regularly at an Austrian-style restaurant and
other venues.

John was active in several accordion camps including Cotati, Kimberly, BC, Leavenworth and Rose City.

He was a member of the Texas and San Diego accordion clubs.

John won second prize in his age group at the Kimberly camp in 2008. John Cesinger was at the Las Vegas Accordion
Convention just days prior to his passing.

He has made generous financial contributions to our club, and also to accordionist Sammy Thomas.



The Arizona Accordion Club Page 11

By the way, we have an official greeter at the door now - Cindy Geremia has agreed to take over the job of showing our
new visitors around and explaining the workings of the Arizona Accordion Club . A big plus is she loves to give and get
hugs! Thanks, Cindy!

Another special treat now. llmar Kuljus , playing as a tribute to our friend and fellow Arizona Accordion
Club member John Cesinger who passed away early this month, played a lovely medley of Mediterra-
nean songs beginning with “Vienna, City of My Dreams,” and ending with “Vienna Waltz.” Very pretty, Il-
mar. It was a pleasure to hear you play.

We had a special guest this evening - welcome back, Phyliss Benguhe ! How wonderful to see you up
and around again!

Larry and Colleen Price , from Olympia, Washington, played next. Larry plays
accordion and Colleen plays piano. They played a “Spanish Medley,” followed by an original
polka written by Larry - hey Larry, you should have been here to include that one in the “Hot

Original Polkas” album! They finished with a pretty version of “It's the Talk of

the Town.” Really nice.

Rosemary Smith took the stage and played “Bill Bailey,” “Alley Cat” and “Put Your Arms Around Me,
Honey.” Good work, Rosemary . We're always happy to see and hear you.

Then Domenic Feroce played “El Paso,” “Lucy” and “The Girl From the North.” Domenic , you're getting
better every time you play! Thanks for playing for us.

Jerry Syzmnski , Leigh Dechaine , George Tissen and Elmer Faser all stepped to the front and played
“Apples, Peaches, Pumpkin Pie,” “Snow Waltz,” “Five Foot Two,” and ended with “Wooden Heart” - all
four guys playing on the Borsinis. They sounded great - both the accordions and the players!

That was another fun evening, and we even ended right on time! We’re getting better!

Since our December newsletter probably won’t go out until after the New Year, let me wish everyone Happy Holidays!
Enjoy your family and friends,

And as my Dad always said: “Remember, Happiness is found along the way - not at the end of the road.”

See you on December 21.

Get “Hot Original Polkas” Now !

Available as a CD or instant download.

For a CD in an attractive jewel case buy one at outlub meetings,
or phone Smoltz Distributing at 480-575-0534.

Can’t wait ? Then do an immediately download at Digtation!
Listen to free ‘Hot Original Polkas’ samples at
http://lwww.digstation.com/AlbumDetails.aspx?albumid=ALB0O00035076.

Either format is an Excellent Christmas Gift !




4416 North 102nd Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85037

JOIN THE AAC! BE A MEMBER! Arizona Accordion Club Membership Form

Include this form with $25.00 for one-year membership Please Print or Type All Information

fee payable to: Arizona Accordion Club
Send to Arizona Accordion club, c/o Pete Donatella,
4416 N. 102nd Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85037.

Full Name

Mailing Address

City State Zip

Phone Numbers

Home: Work
Cell: __ Fax
E-mail:

Website:

Updates of Accordion Events e-mailed to you? Yes No
Are you a Student Teacher Professional Amateur
Non-Musician Accordion Enthusiast?

New Member Gift Membership Renewal Address Change

http://www.azaccordionclub.com



