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THE APRIL 17 MEETING IS LATIN NITE  

Starring our own members of the Arizona Accordion Club  

Okay, everybody, dig out all those old Latin tunes you love to play. Dust them off and put a hot edge on them. 

What do you like to play from Latin America and the Caribbean? Tango? Rumba? Cha-Cha-Cha? Samba? Cum-
bia? Bolero? Mambo? Merengue? Mariachi? Ranchera? Nortena? Reggaeton? Bomba? Tejano? Conjunto? Tex-

Mex? Latin pop, rock, or jazz? 

Or ï if we stretch to the full meaning of ñLatinò ï  

consider the world of music from the following European countries: Spain, France, Italy, and Romania. 

You get extra points if you can sing the pieces from the Polka Mass in Latin. 

Call Jack (602-237-5627) and sign up for your spot. Nobody is required to play Latin music, of course, but please 
consider making at least one of your tunes a selection with a Latin flavor.  

Pre-Meeting Music by  
Tony Longoria Y Son Conjunto  

 
Tony (button-box accordion), Armando (drums), Richard (bajo sexto), and Tony Jr. (bass) 



The Arizona Accordion Club Page 2   

MENU FOR MAY 17, 2010 - Chicken Cordon Bleu, Twice Baked Potato, Broccoli, Roll, Fruit 

 

April 19th, 2010 meeting - ITALIAN NIGHT ! by Raye Donatella 

 

Joanne Drum played the pre-meeting music. Welcome back, Joanne! We have truly missed you! She played a 

wonderful assortment of Italian songs that included ñThe Godfather,ò ñCome Back to Sorrentoò and too many 

more to name. All in all, a great beginning for Italian Night! 

 

Jack Dermody then played ñThe Skaterԁs Waltzò in swing - Myron Florenᾷs 

version, and the only tune he ever recorded without the orchestra behind him. 

Jack was then joined by Lester Rossner for ñCamaro en Parisò and ñThe 

Twelfth Street Rag.ò You two really   have a neat sound! That was nice. Hey 

folks - how did you like the smaller auditorium? It sure made it easier to see and hear the artists at 

work and seems like such a cozy, friendly venue, doesn't it?  

 

Gabe Rodriquez and his student, Kelly Rice played a 

lovely version of ñEdelweiss,ò followed by ñSo Long, 

Farewell,ò both from the Sound of Music. As Kelly left the stage, Gabe went solo with a 

Frank Marocco version of ñMusette,ò then a classical tune ñIntermezzo.ò Very nicely 

done, both of you. Don't be a stranger, Gabe. We always enjoy you - and please have Kelly  

join you to play for us again.  

 

Next up, the Attilio  family were here for a spe-

cial presentation beginning with little seven 

year old Emily Attilio , who played the 

ñWilliam Tell Overtureò and ñScheherazadeò 

- she sure doesn't pick easy songs to play, does 

she? What a wonderful job, Emily ! You not only make your 

teacher, Mr. Donatella proud - but your family and all of us 

who watch you perform! Emily  is the granddaughter of Ari-

zona Accordion Club member Mario Attilio , who passed 

away on February19th. Mario's family had requested that in 

lieu of flowers at his funeral, people give the money to the 

Arizona Accordion Club Scholarship Fund, and his family came to present a check for $2500 to the 

club. A single Thank You doesn't seem enough, but Mario  so loved the accordion and the club that the 

family's gesture was fitting and very much appreciated. Again, Thank You.  

 

Now it was time for our Italian Headliner, Mario Pedone! This is his sixth performance at our club, and 

he always brings in a big crowd of happy listeners! He had already held a four hour workshop today, and 

now he's ready to entertain us - and entertain us he did!! He began with ñStardustò and went right into a 

medley of show tunes that included ñGive My Regards to Broadwayò ñFly Me To The Moon,ò ñCabaret,ò and ñI Could Have 

Danced All Night.ò Beautifully done! ñMalaguenaò was next, masterfully played. Then to Sweden for ñSwedish Polkaò and right 

into a very fast lively ñTico Tico.ò At this point he was joined on stage by Anthony Rolando, also a headliner on the accordion and 

our featured performer this past December. They played several tunes including the ñTarantella,ò followed by a medley of ñArriva 

Derci Roma,ò ñCome Back To Sorrento,ò and ñFerry Boat Serenade.ò They played a rollicking version of ñThe Clarinet Polkaò and 

ended with ñBeer Barrel Polka.ò You gentlemen sure know how to complement each other's playing! You were great!  

Mario resumed playing solo and did more Italian songs in his inimitable style that is so enjoyable, only a few of which I will l ist 

hereñPigalli,ò, ñThe Atomic Danceò, ñUnforgettable,ò ñLa Comparsitaò and ending with ñOrange Blossom Special.ò  

 

No wonder you are so 

popular, Mario! We love you! 

Please come back soon.  


