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THE ACCORDION CLUB TALENT SHOW ( Review on page 5 and 10 ) 
GABE RODRIQUES, OUR GUEST ARTIST FOR THE JUNE 21ST MEETING 

 
Gabe is a fan of any style or genre of music and this program shows just that. His program contains elements of jazz, Latin, classical, 

folk, and some pop styles. He enjoys playing for a wide variety of audiences of any age and truly desires for everyone to have fun and 

enjoy the music. Gabe recently graduated with a degree in music therapy and 

will be playing and demonstrating what type of music is used for various 

populations, from autistic children to adults in nursing homes.  In July he will 

be competing in the 2010 American Accordion Association Competition and 

Festival.  Some of his contest selections will be included in the program in-

cluding Czardas and  

Joe Morelliôs ñMy Isle of Emerald Greenò. You will truly enjoy this young 

man's performance! 

 

Gabe Rodrigues grew up in Scottsdale, Arizona and is a recent graduate of 

Arizona State University with a Bachelor of Music in Music Therapy. Previ-

ously Gabe had studied piano beginning at age 7 and always had a lingering 

desire to play the accordion. In 2009 after observing a performance at the 

Frank Marocco Accordion Event he got his chance after meeting Dan and 

Joan Grauman who connected him with his current teacher. Gabe has been 

studying accordion with Ilmar Kuljus for the past year and has already per-

formed with several local groups around Arizona including; The Bad Cactus 

Brass Band, The Dixie Devils, The Phoenix Cenizas Tango Group, An-

other Day, The Salt River Brass, the ASU Sun Devil Marching Band, as 

well as some solo groups and other small ensembles around ASU. In his music 

therapy practices Gabe uses the accordion frequently and with great success 

for a wide variety of clients from adults suffering from dementia, to young 

children with autism. After his music therapy internship he hopes to continue 

studying for his Masterôs Degree in Accordion Performance at ASU.         

Currently he teaches music classes at Gateway Academy, a charter school for 

children with autism. He also teaches piano privately through Arizona Piano 

Lessons.  
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Here's a few you might try...  3:10 to Yuma - Atchison, Topeka, and the Santa Fe - Ballad of John Henry - Big Rock Candy 

Mountain - Boogie-Woogie Choo-Choo Train - Boxcar Blues - Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? - Cannonball - Casey Jones 

- Chattanooga Choo-Choo - Choo Choo ChôBoogie - City of New Orleans - Five Hundred Miles - Gentle on My Mind - 

Ghost Train - Hear That Lonesome Whistle Blow - Iôve Been Working on the Railroad - John Henry - King of the Road - 

Loco-motion - Me and Bobby McGee - Midnight Special - Night train - Nine Hundred Miles - Orange Blossom Special - 

Rock Island Line - Sentimental Journey - Sheôll Be Cominô Round the Mountain - Soul train - Take the ñAò Train - The 
Night They Drove Old Dixie Down - This train - Wabash Cannonball - 
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MENU FOR JUNE 21ST, 2010:  Chicken Breast Sandwich, Lettuce, Tomato, Chips and Fruit 

 

May 17, 2010 Meeting - LATIN NIGHT - ENTERTAINMENT By ARIZONA ACCORDION CLUB Members                      

by Raye Donatella 

 

What a special treat!  The pre-meeting music was played 

by Tony Longoria Y Conjunto, or to be more explicit for 

our non-Spanish speakers, Tony Longoria on the button 

box accordion and his sons, Armando on drums, Tony 

Jr. on bass and long time musician amego Richard Cruz 

on the bajo sexto.  Tony Sr. and Richard also did vocals 

on several of the songs.  There is no way I could name all 

the tunes they played, but ñVolver, Volverò was one of 

them, which just happens to be a favorite of mine.  What 

beautiful and refreshing entertainment!  Tony Sr. has 

been a button box teacher at Ziggieôs Music Studio for 

years and is well known around the Valley. He also has 

an original polka.òCeliaò. on 

our ñHot Original Polkasò 

CD.  Thank you so much, gen-

tlemen.  It was wonderful! 

 

Next up was little seven year old Emily Attilio to play 

ñCelieto Lindo,ò then ñChiapanecas, the 

Mexican Hand Clapping Song.ò That was great playing, 

Emily .  You are a treat for everyone. 

 

The Collins boys came up to dazzle us with their expertise 

- Quinn played ñMalaguena,ò then Liam played ñLady 

of Spain,ò,  Quinn, again, for ñJolly Caballero.ò  You 

boys are so special, and your playing is superb!  Thanks 

for playing for us. 

 

Now it was time for Joan Monti on accordion, accompa-

nied by Chuck Barrett on drums and Larry Uidenich on guitar.  They began with 

ñLiechtensteiner Polka,ò ñLet Me Call You Sweetheart,ò sung by Chuck Barrett , 

and finished up with ñIn Heaven there Is No Beerò with Larry Uidenich on banjo 

and all three of them vocalizing.  Very nice, folks.  That was fun. 

 

                                                                             

 

Gabe Rodriques, who 

is getting ready to play 

in an upcoming accor-

dion competition in 

Pennsylvania, played 

ñLibertangoò and fol-

lowed up with ñHow 

Insensitiveò with 

Eddie Detroit on bon-

gos.  Really enjoyable, 

you guys. 
 

        


