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Presents the  

Musette Gazette  
www.azaccordionclub.com 

The May 16 Meeting Is  

LESTER ROSSNER NIGHTé 
 

One of our finest players and regular players will be featured   

Lester Rossner. A gentleman in every respect who brings so many 

wonderful qualities to musical teamwork within the club. As core 

member of the AAC Ensemble, he delivers persistence, depend-

ability, creativity, and balance. He knows when to shine with the 

melody, when to contribute perfect fillers, and when to hold back 

to let others be the stars. 

 

He is a former member of the Chicago Accordion Club and brings 

to us many years of playing for dances and many other events in 

Polish circles as well as mainstream accordion events. 
 

 

Pre-Meeting Music by Arizona All-Star Pete Donatella.  

Youôll want to show up early to enjoy his special style. 

The June 20th meeting will feature another Arizona all 

Star !  

It could be  YOU! 
 

Do you or a group of you want to play?  

Call Jack and book a time. (602) 237-5627.  

Email is Dermody@cox.net 

mailto:Dermody@cox.net
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MENU for May 16, 2011 - Cordon Bleu, Twice baked potatoes, Broccoli, Roll, Fruit 

 

APRIL 18TH MEETING - MARIO PEDONE - ITALIAN NIGHT!  

 

Pre-meeting music was played by Dr. Howard Van Orden on his Roland Chromatic accordion. He 

played a wonderful variety of songs that included everything from ñTonyôs Polkaò to ñSway,ò 

ñMoonlight and Roses,ò Hava Nagila,ò lots of polkas, some schottisches, and ended his set with 

ñDreamò and ñGoodnight Song.ò Beautiful, Howard. For those of us, like me, who are not really sure 

what a Chromatic is ï itôs an accordion with all buttons, but bigger and more elaborate than a button 

box. Anyway, it was great. 

 

Rosemary Smith came up next to entertain us. She did a good 

job playing ñWonôt You Come Home, Bill Bailey,ò ñJadaò 

and ñJohnson Rag.ò Thanks, Rosemary, for coming all the 

way from Sun City to play for us. We always enjoy you. 

 

Okay, now Rod Julkowski from Minnesota played ñWeôve 

Only Just Begun,ò ñMoonlight In Vermontò then a lovely 

waltz medley and ended with two polkas. Very nicely done, 

Rod. 

By the way, when I donôt name the tunes you folks played, it 

usually means I donôt know the names of them. If you 

want me to list your songs, just stop by the front desk 

and write down what you performed. 

 

Next John Trippon played his beautiful button box accordion. He played three Italian num-

bers in honor of Italian night, ñChianti,ò ñTipitipitipso,ò (try spelling that without looking at 

it) and finished with ñBelle Italiana.ò Thanks, John that was great, as always. 

 

Our headliner, Mario Pedone, took the stage now. He played a huge variety of tunes, begin-

ning with an ultra-fast version of an old Don Gibson country tune, ñOh, Lonesome Meò - he 

said ñthat was a Texas song.ò Hey, Mario, I lived in Texas in the early 1950ᾷs when Don Gib-

son wrote that, and I sure never heard it played like that! I LOVED IT!!! You are really spe-

cial! 

Then he got serious - he played an Italian medley that included ñArriva Derci Roma,ò ñMala 

Femina,ò ñTorna Sorrento,ò ñLa Campagnola,ò ñTarantella,ò ñFuniculi Finiculaò and 

ñAneme Core.ò He went into a rousing ñHora Staccato,ò then a waltz medley that included 

ñPetite Waltz,ò ñPigalleò and ñUnder Paris Skies.ò And right into a Latin medley of ñEl Cumanchero,ò ñCumana,ò ñTico, Tico,ò 

ñPor Una Cabeza,ò and ñLa Cumparsita.ò A couple of pasadobles, ñEl Relicarioò and 

ñEspana Cani.ò He played ñDark Eyesò and a Swedish polka called ñLulleflacktar.ò 

He did a Chinese song, ñStep By Step.ò Also ñMalaguenaò and ñFlick Flack.ò An 

American standard medley which included ñI Wish You Love,ò ñStar Dust,ò ñGive My 

Regards To Broadway,ò ñSummertime,ò ñCabaretò and ñI Could Have Danced All 

Night.ò Somewhere in there he had our 

own Paul Betken come on stage and join 

him to play ñFeelingsò and ñGirl From 

Ipanema,ò which was very pretty. Some-

time during all this he played ñLady of 

Spainò and one of the neatest versions of 

ñOrange Blossom Specialò that Iôve ever 

heard. 

 

He ended with a song called ñAtomic 

Dance.ò Wow! Suffice it to say there is no 

one that can play the accordion like Mario 

Pedone!! No wonder he is such a favorite 

of everyone! Thank you so much, Mario  - 

we all loved every minute of it! 
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St. Stephenôs Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 

(602) 997-4563 
Third Monday of the Month 

Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 

Meeting Ends at 9:00 
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Officers 

Presidentõs Message 
First of all, it turns out Iôm not going anywhere. I con-

tinue as president and that suits me just fine. I do be-

lieve in term limits, but folks are not leaping at the 

chance to run with the baton. If you yourself happen to 

be harboring thoughts of making a difference through 

your special brand of leadership as president of the 

club, please tell a Board member. 

 

Let me tell you what I love about the club. 

 

I feel to the very core of my being that we are principally a group of peo-

ple who esteem and support the musical growth of every single one of 

our members. 

 

The people who play at our club range in ability from stark beginners to 

national stars. 

 

As far as I am concerned, every single member who has ever played a 

single note on the accordion is a musician. If we go back to the founding 

of this club, I am sure that the charter members wanted nothing less than 

to make sure that every single member got our highest esteem and sup-

port. Surely they wanted both our beginners and our national stars to 

shine the best they can ï and to take advantage of the club to improve 

themselves every time they performed. 

 

I myself am eternally grateful for those members in the club who encour-

aged me when I was down and who built me up when they thought I 

made progress. Criticism has been constructive and gentle. Who could 

ask for more than that? 

 

I am grateful for the very existence of this club. I am grateful for the 

friendships Iôve developed with so many of you. I am especially happy 

that each and every player can feel at home and comfortable in our 

midst. 

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 

Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  

Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 

Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 

Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 

Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 

Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionclub@cox.net  

Tony Dannon: 'Knew how to make an accordion talk' 
Apr 18, 2011 By Joe Rossitter Detroit Free Press staff writer jrossiter@freepress.com 

 

The captivating sounds of accordionist Tony Dannon will continue to resonate thanks to his innumerable contributions as 

a    composer and arranger and through the hundreds of students he tutored. 

 

Mr. Dannon, one of the music industry's foremost jazz accordionists and former part-owner of Modern Accordion Studio 

in Dearborn, died Tuesday of complications from dementia at the home of his nephew in Sterling Heights. He was 87. 

 

"Watching him perform was truly a mesmerizing experience," said his nephew Joe Recchia. Dannon had lived with Recchia for two years.           

"He had such amazing ability, and he touched the lives of so many people in the accordion industry." 

 

Born in Villa Latina, a small town in central Italy, he was introduced to the accordion at the age of 3 by his father, Augustino D'Annunzio, who 

also played the instrument. After the family came to the U.S. in 1935, his father was frequently hired by Henry Ford to entertain guests at the Ford 

mansion in Dearborn. During World War II, Mr. Dannon served as a musician in the Army band. 

 

Mr. Dannon and his business partner, Oliver Petrini , opened the studio in 1957. At its peak, the school had nearly 1,000 students, and many com-

peted in and won national competitions, Recchia said. Besides giving lessons, the duo sold custom-built accordions made in Italy. 

 

Mr. Dannon continued to perform in metro Detroit with his accordion bands and ensembles at Italian restaurants and clubs, including frequent per-

formances at the Lido in St. Clair Shores."I would often sit in awe as his fingers fluttered over the keys," said Linda Reed, president of the Ameri-

can Accordion Association. "He knew how to make an accordion talk." 

 

Mr. Dannon also spent time as a house musician with WXYZ-TV, performing on a few locally produced shows, 

including the late night Soupy Sales variety show. The studio closed in 1982. His wife of 22 years, Lillian, died in 

1995. Besides his nephew, survivors include his sister, Mary Recchia, and brother, Joseph D'Annunzio, along with 

many nieces and nephews. 

 

A funeral mass is at 10 a.m. today at St. Paul of Tarsus Catholic Church, 41300 Romeo Plank, Clinton Township. 

Visitation will precede the mass at 9:30 a.m. Burial will be in Resurrection Cemetery in Clinton Township.  



Honorary Members 

Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Lenny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 

Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla -Rini * Myron Floren * Al Monti  

Lessons and Repairs 

Piano Accordion Instructors: 
 

Pete Donatella 623 877-1846 

Anthony Rolando 216-470-8463  

And Piano,/Organ  

Dr. Van Orden  

623 203 7909  and Chromatic B System 

Jack Dermody 602 237 5627  

Joanne Drum 480 994-4698 

Tony Putrino 480 483-3943 

 Bonnie Bingener  

602-279-0378 and Piano 

Joan Monti 602-923-3856 
  

Button Accordion Instructor  
 

Tony Longoria ( Él habla español  ) 

602 718 4058 Acordeon Also Bajo Sexto 

y Bajo Quinto y Bass Guitar. 
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Estimates always  free 
 

Ziggieôs Music   

602 266 9622 

3309 North 3rd Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85012-2301 

www.ziggiesmusic.com 

Mondays - Saturdays 10-6 

 

Coolidge  

Timothy Gomez  

1 520 510 9317 

DVDôs of Club Meetings are available.  

ñAll Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored 

events are copyrighted by the Board of the Arizona Accor-

dion Club and are for the private use of our audience. Any 

other use of these programs or of any pictures, descriptions 

or accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club meetings, events 

and itôs performers, without a written approval of consent by 

the Arizona Accordion Club Board, is Prohibitedò 

Donations   
Helping to build a better club  
The Arizona Accordion Club isnôt just a 

organization. It is a group full of people who 

make it special.  

 

FIRST NATION -WIDE   

ACCORDION BABES  

TOUR SUMMER 2011! 
 

From California  to New York and Back! 
 June 13 - Los Angeles, CA (TBD) With  Ketchup Soup 

June 14 - Phoenix, AZ - The Trunk Space 
 

The Accordion Babes are two singer/accordionists from San 

Francisco on a national tour. They dress sexy, sing original 

music and covers; their styles include Zydeco, cabaret, tradi-

tional French and Irish music, pop songs, blues, rock-n-roll. 

In addition to accordions, they play stomp box, glockenspiel, 

loop pedal, ukulele; and take turns backing each other up with 

vocal harmonies. 

 

Renee's website is:  http://squeezeboxgoddess.com/  
Amber Lee's website is: http://amberleeandtheanomalies.com/  

http://squeezeboxgoddess.com/
http://amberleeandtheanomalies.com/


Come Hear Us Play 
 

 

Bob Doszak  
Music for all Occasions *** Single **Duo ** Trio**       
Bookings,  Info 480-982-0252 
bobd1108@aol.com  

 

Bill Regina :  
Black Forest Haus 
4900 E. Indian School Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 602-938-3679 
Every Friday and Saturday 
6:00  to  9:00  
 

John Smoltz :  
480-575-0534  480-575-6996 
http://www.johnsmoltz.com/index.html 
 

Augie Figurelli:  
WILL BE at Vincitorio's 02/05/2011, at 6:00pm,  
 Will NOT be at Vincitorio's on 02/06/2011.  
(www.augieperforms.com) 
Check for performance schedule and exceptions.  
Vincitorio's Restaurant (480.820.2786) 
Thursdays  6:00pm - 8:30pm 
Sundays  5:30pm - 8:00pm  

1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109 - Tempe, AZ 
(www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com ) 
 

 

 

 

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-2700 

 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 

 

ñQuality is remembered long after price is forgottenò 
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Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick :  
Haus Murphyôs 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 
 

 

 Paddyôs Peg Leg 
http://www.myspace.com/paddyspegleg 
 



Ad Policy For Display ads, Arizona Accordion club members pay the lower price:    
Business card Size  $5.00  or $8.00 Quarter page  $10.00  or $16.00  Half page  $20.00  or $32.00 Full page  40.00  or $64.00    

Musical Items For Sale: 

Accordions For Sale 

Too Many to list, Key and Button Styles. 

Gabacho Bob 623 780 3622 

 

Petosa Millennium Reedless Engraved 

Accordion with case, 18 lbs. Like new 

module with case, Manual and extra 

cable. $2500.00 . John K. 608-837-7587, 

Cell 608-692-9596.jonlois2@charter.net 

Samson Wireless system. Amplify your 

accordion without having to deal with a 

cable to trip over. This is what I used on 

my accordion. It works great. Cost for a 

new unit is about $260. Selling this one 

for $130. Todd Hagen 623-582-5852 

Petosa Accordion/Organ Series II 

Chamber 3/4 Handmade reeds. Black 

with engraving, complete with tone gen-

erator, has MIDI capacity. 1500.00 J. 

Drum 480 994 4698 

Hohner Ventura IV Musette  

41/120 4/5 13/7 24 lbs $4000 

Hohner Atlantic IV Deluxe  

41/120 4/5 11+PM/3 22 lbs $750 

 480 830 8766 Glenn Tompkins 

 

Yorkville  Mixer Amp - 50 watts. Two 

lines in with separate jacks for micro-

phone, CD/line, FX-send, FX-RTN, and 

earphone. Ten inch speaker with small 

horn. Priced new at $400.00 - will sell 

for $175.00. Excellent condition, great 

sound, and portable to carry. Contact 

Elmer Faser at 623-584-9801  

Excelsior Midi with Xetron X4 module. 

480 661-7750. edwardoperez@cox.net 

RICHILIEU - Mint Rubell 4 String  

Paid $3500.00 "Like new" Castiglione 

19ò Key / 120 bass accordion, black, 

with 9 treble / 3 bass switches asking 

2500.00 OBO  call 480-629-8648 Jean 

Moore in Gilbert, AZ  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE?  

Arizona Accordion Club is in need of 

accordions, music, and music stands for 

beginners. Tax deductible receipt. 

Wanted : a Petosa. An S-2000 model P-

800 with 4/4 sets of reeds or a model 

AM1100 an S-2000 Midi.  Norbert 

Ludewig. 908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 

Ridge Way, Fanwood, NJ 07023 

Cordovox, recently tuned. 

GC 2 row Accordion $250.00.  

Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525  

Guerrini Polka Box - Rhinestones - $2100 

Korg rotating sound machine - $250 

Crate Amp - 15" speaker - $300 

 Selmer Model 80 Tenor Sax - $2900 

Noblette Clarinet - $350 

Mikes, Stands, Fronts, etc. 

Ellie Aldrin - 602-996-8197 

 

Excelsior 19 1/4ò Keyboard,120 bass 

10/6 switches, slide mute, tone chamber, 

deluxe straps, heavy duty case, 27 lbs. 

$1,700.00. Harry 602 568 3931. 

 

120 bass Excelsior A.C. Great Musette 

$3,000 OBO Bob Dura  602-841-0487 

 

 Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. 

V.G. condition $350.00. 480 895-8161 

Victoria Super 1960's Black, white pearl 

keys. 18 3/4" Keyboard 21 lbs. 5 oz,. 

41 /120. 7/3 switches.3 reed L-M-H  

Dry tuned. Straps and case. $450 OBO 

Jean T 570 972-6434 

 

Iôm looking for a copy of óBrazilian 

Sambaò. If you can accommodate me, I 

shall be in your debt forevermore. 

Joanne Drum 480 994 4698 

 

Excelsior  96 bass midi accordion. 17 1/2 

inch keyboard.  7/3 switches. 4 pickups. 

Lightweight 21 pounds. Excellent condi-

tion.  Includes case.  $2000.Fake books, and 

other music for accordion.  Record albums. 

Joan  602-923-3856 

 

Proteus/1 XR Module, model 9011, $75 

Carl Nyberg 480 982-1479 

Looking for Chromatic accordion, 

C-system, 17lbs or less. Steve W at  

651-702 0719.msweninger@comcast.net  
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ACCORDIONS & KEYBOARDS 

Clearwater, FL  

Accordeon@aol.com 

727 443 4113. Cell 727 417 6099 

www.accordionsandkeyboards.net  

Free Shipping on these accordions 

 Excelsior Symphony Made In New 

York. MIDI is installed. 4/6 sets of hand-

made reeds. Sano Amplification. Excel-

lent Condition. $3200.00 

  Iorio  "K" Series Reedless ( 15 lbs. )

accordion with Music Tech Midi  

Controller plus built-in sounds. 

Like New Condition. $2650.00  

Call Jerry 623-332-2343 on the following 

22 listingséééééé 

Star Concertina Super Star mint.  

7 switch Quad in Bb. Black/chrome/red  

104 key. Internal microphone with 

hookup ,original carrying case.$1,800.00 

 

Yamaha Alto Sax, gold plated, clean, 

excellent condition, original case - 

$400.00 

 

LeBlanc Vito Clarinet, Reso-Tone, ex-

cellent condition, original case Grenadilla 

wood, silver plated. MSRP $1,200. Ask-

ing $350.00. 

 

Rossetti Bb Trumpet gold plated, lacquer 

finish. Bach 7C mouthpiece. Plus another 

7C mouth piece, hard case - $150.00 

 

J. Parudaba & Son Double cup trumpet 

mouthpiece 6 star - $40.00  
 

2 Hohner Super 64 Chromonica Key of 

C German Harmonica in excellent condi-

tion $150.00 each. $300 for the pair. 

 

Yamaha YPG 525 Portable Grand Elec-

tric Keyboard . 88 keys, rhythm selection 

programmable sounds, split keyboard    

music sheet holder, stand (with cover) and 

wood legs, keys, carrying cover $450.00 

 

Crown XTI 1000 Digital Power Ampli-

fier , 1400 Watts. with hard case. $350.00 

 

Mackie Mixer Board DFX 12.  

Six-channel on-stage mixer with EMAC 

digital effects. 

tel:602-923-3856
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Catch us on the World Wide Web http://www.azaccordionclub.com   or My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com  
 

Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link offers Photos and 

bios of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to azaccordionclub@cox.net 

   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

2 Peavey PR12 Neo Speaker. Triangle 

shape, with covers. 400 watts, 8 ohms, 

full range parallel inputs. light weigh, 

portable - $150.00 each, $300.00 ( pair ). 

 

Boss DR-3 Rhythm Drum Machine. 

100 presets,  100 programmablestyles.120 

drum and percussion sounds.12 bass 

sounds. never used, in original box 

$175.00 

 

2 Alesis SR-16. 24 Bit Stereo Drum Ma-

chine. Also additional downloads for 

both. $100.00 each. $200.00 for pair. 

 

Shure Microphone, PE 56D, Unisphere I 

Dynamic with cord & case - $50.00 

Shure Microphone. 5655D ï Unisphere 

I Dynamic with cord & case - $50.00 

 

Audio Technica Head Microphone ï 

Artists Series - $50.00 

 

Traynor 6400 Mixer Amp.6 channels ï 

EQ, Reverb, Effects, cover - $100.00 

 

Sonic. Mini -Speaker. Monitor $30.00 

Tama Drum Stool. Steel, seat has cover - 

$40.00 

 

2  18ò Gooseneck Littlites ï High inten-

sity lamps with power supply $40.00 ea 

12ò Gooseneck Littlite ï High intensity 

lamps with power supply, clamp - $25.00 

 

Many Misc. Cords for piano, guitar, 

speakers and some foot pedals at various 

prices Jerry 623-332-2343 

 

 
 

 

 

ACCORDION IDOL  
Coverage by Jack Dermdy 

IS ROCKINô AND ROLLINôAT FREEDOM INN 

 
It started as a small idea. Will Limban, the Activities Director at Freedom Inn in Scottsdale, invited 

members of the Arizona Accordion Club to compete for ñAccordion Idolò.  

Five of our members signed up.  

As of this writing, three folks will have played: Pete Donatella, Bob Doszak, and Todd Hagen. Two 

remain: Anthony Rolando (May 6) and Josip Baginac (Mary 13). Performance is at 2:30 p.m. 

 

The final competition will take place the evening of Thursday, May 19 at 5 p.m. All AAC members 

are encouraged to cheer on the FINAL TWO and help one of them become Accordion Idol 2011. 

There is a possibility of local TV coverage, so stay tuned.  

Paul Horton of KPHO morning news is hot on our trail, for example. 

Freedom Inn is located at 15436 N 64th St., Scottsdale. Need directions?  480-948-6950.  

Pete Donatella 
First one up, setting the bar to beat, was Pete Do-

natella. He delivered a splendid performance - gen-

tly but quickly casting a spell over his audience 

with melodies familiar to everyone in the audience. 

Few people may also know that Pete is quite the 

comedian, informing, teasing, and connecting per-

sonally to many folks in the audience.  

 

BOB DOSZAK  

Bob Doszak 

was the second 

contestant in the 

Freedom Inn 

Accordion Idol 

which was held 

on Thursday 

April 21st. 

There was a 

group of 50-60 residents in attendance. The residents 

acted as judges for the contest. Bob had them singing 

with the first song he played, and a few tunes later had 

some of them dancing. The residents had many requests 

for Bob to play, and he did them all. Toward the end of 

the performance the audience was given ballots to vote. 

The 1-hour show 

ended, but the people 

kept Bob playing for 

an extra 20 minutes. 

Bob and the residents both had a good time.  

  

TODD HAGEN  

Todd Hagen took his turn on Friday, April 29. Those 

who know Todd would be familiar with his happy banter 

with the audience, his jokes, his tunes, and his sing-a-

longs. When it came to voting, he told them a good way 

to remember him was that heôd have the only white ac-

cordion in the bunch of Accordion Idol contestants.  

Musical Items For Sale: 


