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Donôt miss our Monday, September 19th meeting : ñDress Rehearsal For Oktoberfestò 

 

Players: Show off your best 

songs and audience              

participation numbers. Wear 

your lederhosen, dirndls, hats 

and feathers! 

 

Non-Playing Members: Dress 

like you are going to Oktober-

fest in Munich! Come ready to 

have fun. 

 

Pre-Music is provided by Ted Lee  

from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

You will love our Monday, October 17th meeting :  

Guest Star Our own PAUL BETKEN  
Paul Betken is putting together a program for presentation at the October Meeting. 
It is planned as an ñEvening with Paul.ò He will share some of his playing thoughts 
and ideas on a variety of techniques and styles of music. It is meant to be a some-
what intimate and informative look at the various ways an accordion can be used to 
generate American music.  

 

There will be a variety of different songs and genres played on the accordion in-
cluding some vocals. The program will include songs of the American Song Book 
including Latin songs and styles (Bossa Nova, Cha, Cha, Rumba etc.); Contempo-
rary songs (60ôs, 70ôs, 80ôs and up); Broadway Shows (My Fair Lady, Phantom of 
the Opera, The Sound of Music, Jesus Christ Superstar, perhaps Star Wars etc.); 
some songs of featured artists: Stevie Wonder, Billy Joel, Elton John, Burt 
Bacharach, The Stylistics, The Bee Gees, and maybe Gloria Lopez and the Miami 
Sound Machine, and perhaps Bob Marley along with too many others to mention. 
Lastly, he may throw in some jazz accordion. 
 

This program is meant to be entertaining, educational, and thought provoking as it 

applies to playing the accordion. Questions and opinions on playing different accor-

dion music and technique are encouraged. Also, there will be insights into exer-

cises and some valuable personal moments in a long career. Hope to see you 

then." 
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MENU  for September 19,2011 meeting: Hamburger, dress your own, with ranch beans and chips 

AUGUST 15, 2011 MEETING - Song Circle Open Jam Night by Raye Donatella 

Pre-meeting music was played and sung by Leigh Dechaine. He began with Wayne King's 

ñThe Waltz You Saved For Meò and as he performed each song he gave the audience an 

interesting background history of it. His selections were really varied, with songs like 

ñAllegheny Moonò ñTennessee Waltz,ò and several Minnesota songs that got folks up on 

the dance floor. That's always nice. He even played and sang ñI Love You, Arizona,ò 

which is a pretty song that is rarely heard anymore. That was a fun and informative way to 

begin the meeting. Thanks, Leigh. 

Time now for the young kids to show their stuff - one 

of my favorite parts of the evening. Eight year old 

Ian Rankin , who has only been taking lessons since 

January, and his older brother, Joey, who's only been 

taking lessons since the beginning of summer, 

were up first. Ian began with a pretty version of the 

ñIndian Song,ò then did ñTheChicken Dance,ò then 

a Slovenian song called ñPicnic Waltz.ò Very nicely 

done, Ian. Then Joey played ñOne Up,ò then ñDown 

Under,ò and put his beginners book off to the side and played ñStar Wars.ò What a great job, you boys! 

Carlos Wulf and Vanessa Aragon, (who last month I said were cousins, ) 

are brother and sister. And Drew and Julia Seiser, who are the granddaugh-

ters of Steve and Bonnie Durkit , (the host and hostess of the church hall 

where we meet, )played as a group. All four are students of Jack Dermody. 

They began with Vanessa playing ñThe Donkey Song,ò joined by Carlos. 

Then Drew played ñGo Away.ò Next all four children played ñJoin the 

Fun.ò Then Ian was invited to join them to play the ñIndian Song.ò Wow, 

you kids are really doing good! 

 

Rosemary Smith was up next. She played three pretty tunes, including 

ñThis Could Be the Dawningò and ending with ñOld Time Religion.ò (Hey 

Rosemary - you forgot to write down the names of your songs for me, but I 

think I got two out of three - not too bad.) That was a nice set, Rosemary. 
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Meeting Place 

President Jack Dermody  

(602) 237-5627 

Vice President  Jerry Szymanski 

( 480) 488-0949 

Secretary Leigh Dechaine   

(623) 582-3746 

Treasurer  Pete Donatella  
(623) 877-1846 

Board Of Directors 

Bulletin Staff 

Dionne Hauke Editor  

Raye Donatella Seasoned Pro Reporter 

Pete Donatella Field journalist 

Frank Schweller Distribution 

Zophie Rossner Still Photos 

Jerry Szymanski  Still Photos           

Sal Genco Video Camera 

http://www.azaccordionclub.com  

St. Stephenôs Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 

(602) 997-4563 
Third Monday of the Month 

Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 

Meeting Ends at 9:00 
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Officers 

Presidentõs Message 
Hello Everybody, 

Our busy time of the year is coming up. The ensemble is booked for half 

a dozen high-visibility Oktoberfests throughout the Valley of the Sun. 

 

We are rehearsing every Thursday evening, playing at each otherôs 

houses. We welcome new member Phil Fox whose great big house in 

Mesa has been a lot of fun to play in. Phil and his wife are wonderful 

hosts. 

 

This next meeting is different in that we are celebrating an Oktoberfest 

not in October, but in September. The idea is that our members get a 

chance to try out new stuff and show off the old. The traditional Okto-

berfest is one of Germanôs greatest gifts to the world, besides Christmas 

trees, BMWs, and beer.  Let us begin the celebration by practicing the 

celebration! 

 

I confess that I donôt hear from our members much. Most of the phone 

calls are people outside the Accordion Club who want to sell an accor-

dion or find out what Grandmaôs old accordion is worth. I send those 

folks to Dionne Hauke at Ziggies. ( 602 266 9622 )Occasionally some-

body wants to take lessons and I give out the phone numbers of the in-

structors listed in this newsletter. 

 

Otherwise, the Board Members provide an opinion or two about what we 

should do at upcoming meetings.  

 

What I am asking is that if you have an opinion, an idea, or want to do 

something in the club, well now is a good opportunity to do so.  

Call me at 602-237-5627.  

Email me at AzAccordionClub@cox.net. 

 

I do know there are lots of excited comments at the meetings about the 

young people who show up and play. And the usual reason is that folks 

are happy to see the accordion in the hands of the next generations. And 

whatôs not to like about that! 

 

Also Iôm happy to overhear many compliments paid to our local players 

as they perform their best  

in front of you at the meetings.  

On their behalf, thank you very much. 

 

See you on September 19!  

Bring friends. It will be a party!  

 Jack  

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 

Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  

Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 

Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 

Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 

Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 

Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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PLAY WITH THE CLUB FOR OKTOBERFEST GIGS  
 

Do you want to show off your chops and enjoy playing with the AAC  Ensemble this fall for Oktoberfests? 

Rehearsals are  

Thursday nights, 6:30 to 8:30. 

Locations are rotational: different house each week.  

This is a great social and musical opportunity. 

 

Contact Jack if you are interested. 602 317-9707. Dermody@cox.net 

We already have several bookings in September and October. 
 

Our ensemble outings 

are great publicity for 

the club and the fees 

we   engender help  

the club sponsor our 

wonderful guests 

throughout the year.  



The Arizona Accordion Club Page 5   

Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionclub@cox.net  



Honorary Members 

Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Lenny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 

Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla -Rini * Myron Floren * Al Monti  
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Thinking Outside the Squeezebox 

The first-ever ñThinking Outside the Squeeze Boxò Accordion Symposium will happen Sept. 23-25 in Cedar Rapids, IA. 

The symposium will celebrate the way accordionists have been mixing traditional music with new approaches. There will be 

jam sessions, dance parties, and workshops on topics ranging from ñTechniques of Rock Accordionò to ñStretching the Hori-

zons of the Button Boxò. Presenters and performers are coming from across the country. 

  

Cedar Rapids is home to the Czech and Slovak National Museum and Library and has a long tradition of accordion music. 

Canôt make it to Iowa?  But you want to support the symposium ? 

,Please consider backing their Kickstarter campaign and help offset the cost of hosting the event. 

http://www.thinkingoutsidethesqueezebox.com/index.asp#guests 

 

 

GUEST ARTISTS' WORKSHOPS Include 

 

 Roxanne Oliva - Cheap tricks for simple Celtic Tunes  

Billy Wilson - Stretching  the horizons of the Button Box 

Paul Rogers - Techniques of Rock Accordion 

Renée de la Prade - Introduction To Cajun Accordion 

Ron Borelli - Procedures to Improvisation 

Jon Cunningham (aka Corn Mo) (.357 Lover) Jon's current band 

Wrighting Original Music for the Accordion 
 

 

 

Jim Jacobmeyer 

Czech Village/New Bohemia Main Street District 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

new.bohemia@gmail.com 

319-573-2537  

 

 

mailto:new.bohemia@gmail.com


Come Hear Us Play 
 

 

Bob Doszak  
Music for all Occasions *** Single **Duo ** Trio**       
Bookings,  Info 480-982-0252 bobd1108@aol.com  

 

Bill Regina : Every Friday / Saturday 
Black Forest Haus 4900 E. Indian School Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 602-938-3679  6:00  to  9:00  
 

John Smoltz :  
480-575-0534  480-575-6996 
http://www.johnsmoltz.com/index.html 
 

Augie Figurelli:  
(www.augieperforms.com) 
Check for performance schedule and exceptions.  
Vincitorio's Restaurant (480.820.2786) 
Thursdays  6:00pm - 8:30pm 
Sundays  5:30pm - 8:00pm  

1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109 - Tempe, AZ 
(www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com ) 
 

Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick :  
Haus Murphyôs 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 

Paddyôs Peg Leg 
http://www.myspace.com/paddyspegleg 
 

Paul Kay  
Lynx Lake Cafe and Marina (928)-778-0720     Lo-

cated Just Outside Prescott, Arizona. 

http://www.lynxlakeprescott.com/ 

All Summer, Fall and until late December. 
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Lessons and Repairs  

 

Piano Accordion Instructors: 
 

Pete Donatella 623 877-1846 

Anthony Rolando 216-470-8463  And Piano,/Organ  

Dr. Van Orden 623 203 7909  and Chromatic B System 

Jack Dermody 602 237 5627  

Joanne Drum 480 994-4698 

Tony Putrino 480 483-3943 

 Bonnie Bingener  

602-279-0378 and Piano 

Joan Monti 602-923-3856 
  

Button Accordion Instructor  
 

Tony Longoria ( Él habla español  ) 

602 718 4058 Acordeon Also Bajo Sexto y Bajo Quinto 

y Bass Guitar. 

Estimates always  free 

Ziggieôs Music   

602 266 9622 

3309 North 3rd Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85012-2301 

www.ziggiesmusic.com 

Mondays - Saturdays 10-6 

 

Coolidge  Timothy Gomez  

1 520 510 9317 

DVDôs of Club Meetings are available.  

ñAll Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored events are copyrighted 

by the Board of the Arizona Accordion Club and are for the private use of our 

audience. Any other use of these programs or of any pictures, descriptions or 

accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club meetings, events and itôs performers, 

without a written approval of consent by the Arizona Accordion Club Board, is 

Prohibitedò 

Donations   
Helping to build a better club  
The Arizona Accordion Club isnôt just a 

organization. It is a group full of people who 

make it special.  



Ad Policy For Display ads, Arizona Accordion club members pay the lower price:    
Business card Size  $5.00  or $8.00 Quarter page  $10.00  or $16.00  Half page  $20.00  or $32.00 Full page  40.00  or $64.00    

Musical Items For Sale: 

Black Petosa 120 bass accordion.  

Chamber tone, and has a pickup.  

Musette installed by Petosa.  

11/7 switches.  Includes case. 

$1000. 623-566-1555. 
 

Zupan 4 Row CGFBb V.G. condition. 

With case $1000.00 520 903 6378 Keith 

Tucson ,Arizona 

Accordions For Sale Too Many to list, 

Key and Button Styles.                

Gabacho Bob 623 780 3622 

Samson Wireless system. Amplify your 

accordion without having to deal with a 

cable to trip over. This is what I used on 

my accordion. It works great. Cost for a 

new unit is about $260. Selling this one 

for $130. Todd Hagen 623-582-5852 

Petosa Accordion/Organ Series II 

Chamber 3/4 Handmade reeds. Black 

with engraving, complete with tone gen-

erator, has MIDI capacity. 1500.00 J. 

Drum 480 994 4698 

Hohner Ventura IV Musette  

41/120 4/5 13/7 24 lbs $4000 

Hohner Atlantic IV Deluxe  

41/120 4/5 11+PM/3 22 lbs $750 

 480 830 8766 Glenn Tompkins 

 

Yorkville  Mixer Amp - 50 watts. Two 

lines in with separate jacks for micro-

phone, CD/line, FX-send, FX-RTN, and 

earphone. Ten inch speaker with small 

horn. Priced new at $400.00 - will sell 

for $175.00. Excellent condition, great 

sound, and portable to carry. Contact 

Elmer Faser at 623-584-9801  

Excelsior Midi with Xetron X4 module. 

480 661-7750. edwardoperez@cox.net 

RICHILIEU - Mint Rubell 4 String  

Paid $3500.00 "Like new" Castiglione 

19ò Key / 120 bass accordion, black, 

with 9 treble / 3 bass switches asking 

2500.00 OBO  call 480-629-8648 Jean 

Moore in Gilbert, AZ  

Wanted : a Petosa. An S-2000 model P-

800 with 4/4 sets of reeds or a model 

AM1100 an S-2000 Midi.  Norbert 

Ludewig. 908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 

Ridge Way, Fanwood, NJ 07023 

Cordovox, recently tuned. 

GC 2 row Accordion $250.00.  

Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525  

Guerrini Polka Box - Rhinestones - $2100 

Korg rotating sound machine - $250 

Crate Amp - 15" speaker - $300 

 Selmer Model 80 Tenor Sax - $2900 

Noblette Clarinet - $350 

Mikes, Stands, Fronts, etc. 

Ellie Aldrin - 602-996-8197 

 

Excelsior 19 1/4ò Keyboard,120 bass 

10/6 switches, slide mute, tone chamber, 

deluxe straps, heavy duty case, 27 lbs. 

$1,700.00. Harry 602 568 3931. 

 

120 bass Excelsior A.C. Great Musette 

$3,000 OBO Bob Dura  602-841-0487 

 

 Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. 

V.G. condition $350.00. 480 895-8161 

Victoria Super 1960's Black, white pearl 

keys. 18 3/4" Keyboard 21 lbs. 5 oz,. 

41 /120. 7/3 switches.3 reed L-M-H  

Dry tuned. Straps and case. $450 OBO 

Jean T 570 972-6434 

 

Need a copy of óBrazilian Ukuleleò Samba. 

If you can accommodate me, I shall be in 

your debt forevermore. 

Joanne Drum 480 994 4698 

 

Excelsior 96 bass midi  accordion. 17 1/2 

inch keyboard with 37 full size keys. 7/3 

switches. 4 pickups. Lightweight 21 lbs. 

Excellent condition, includes case.  

$1850.Fake books $15.-$25.00.Joan 602-

923-3856 

 

Proteus/1 XR Module, model 9011, $75 

Carl Nyberg 480 982-1479 

Wanted Chromatic C system accordion, 

17lbs max. Steve 651-702 0791 

msweninger@comcast.net  
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Call Jerry 623-332-2343 on the following 22 

listingséééééé 

Star Concertina Super Star mint.  

7 switch Quad in Bb. Black/chrome/red  

104 key. Internal microphone with 

hookup ,original carrying case.$1,800.00 

 

Lacquered Rossetti Bb Trumpet gold 

plated, with 7C mouth pieces, case $150.00 

 

2 Hohner Super 64 Chromonica Key of C 

German Harmonica in excellent condition 

$150.00 each. 

 

Yamaha YPG 525 Portable Grand Electric 

Keyboard. 88 keys, programmable, split 

keyboard stand, wood legs, cover $450.00 

 

Crown XTI 1000 Digital Power Amplifier , 

1400 Watts. with hard case. $350.00 

 

Mackie Mixer Board DFX 12.  

Six-channel mixer,EMAC digital effects. 

 

Boss DR-3 Rhythm Drum Machine. 100 

presets,  100 programmablestyles.120 drum 

and percussion sounds.12 bass sounds. never 

used, in original box $175.00 

2 Peavey PR12 Neo Speaker. Triangle 400 

watts, 8 ohms. $150.00 each, $300.00 ( pair ). 

 

Shure Microphone, PE 56D $50.00 

Shure Microphone. 5655D $50.00 

 

Alesis SR-16. 24 Bit Stereo Drum Machine. 

Also additional downloads $100.00 each.  

 

2  18ò Gooseneck Littlites ï $40.00 ea 

12ò Gooseneck Littlite, clamp - $25.00 

 

Pastore Italian made ladies accordion. 

8/2 switches. Perfect condition.$300 

Call Felice at 602-279-0638. 

HOHNER Red 34/80 VERDI II 

excellent sound and condition  

$250.00 OBO John 602-515-1279 

 

PRO Black CRUCIANELLI  

41/120 bass, 10/7 plus master Palm switch  

With Pickup excellent condition  

$2000.00. John 602-515-1279 
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Catch us on the World Wide Web http://www.azaccordionclub.com   or My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com  
 

Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link offers Photos and bios 

of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to azaccordionclub@cox.net 

   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-

2700 

 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 

 

ñQuality is remembered long after price is forgottenò 

ACCORDIONS & KEYBOARDS 

Clearwater, FL  Accordeon@aol.com 

727 443 4113. Cell 727 417 6099 

www.accordionsandkeyboards.net  

Free Shipping on these accordions 

  

Excelsior Symphony Made In New 

York. MIDI is installed. 4/6 sets of 

handmade reeds. Sano Amplification. 

Excellent Condition. $3200.00 

   

Iorio  "K" Series Reedless ( 15 lbs. )

accordion with Music Tech Midi  

Controller plus built-in sounds. 

Like New Condition. $2650.00  

Audio Technica Head Mic Artists $50.00 

Traynor 6400 Mixer Amp.6 channels ï 

EQ, Reverb, Effects, cover - $100.00 

Sonic. Mini -Speaker. Monitor $30.00 

Tama Drum Stool. Steel, cover $40.00 

 

Yamaha Alto Sax, gold plated, clean, EC 

original case - $400.00 

 

LeBlanc Vito Clarinet, Reso-Tone, 

original case Grenadilla wood, silver 

plated. MSRP $1,200. Asking $350.00. 

J. Parudaba & Son Double cup trumpet 

mouthpiece 6 star - $40.00  
Many Misc. Cords for piano, guitar, 

speakers and some foot pedals at various 

prices Jerry 623-332-2343 

 

Wanted  
Dealers to handle my accordion Faux Fur 

bass strap covers. Unbelievably comfort-

able beautiful Faux Mink or Chinchilla 

 

Jimmy Jenson, 630 Elk Brophy Road, 

NW. Alexandria, MN 56308.320 762 

2411 jejenson@charter.net 

Musical Items For Sale: 

Hey if you are  in Tucson Visit our good friends at ACT   

aka Accordion Club of Tucson  

http://www.accordionstucson.com/ 
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Every so often I put an article in the newsletter that has absolutely nothing to do with the accordion. I figured out that at least 

half of the members of the accordion club do not play accordion, but love the spouse, family member, or friend who does 

play the instrument, and come to the meetings to enjoy the music and friendship there. These articles are for those people ï I 

will call us the ñsupport group.ò I hope you enjoy them. 

THE EASTER SURPRISE ï A True Story By Raye Donatella 

 

The year was 1943 ï I was eight years old, the fifth child in a typical family of six children living in Toledo, Ohio. My best friend, Etta 

Jean, lived across the alley from me. We spent all out time together as eight year olds do, sidewalk skating, giggling, walking to the park, 

and such.  

 

One day as we were walking down the alley heading to the park, lying next to the garbage can behind the last house on our block were 

five or six small comic books. They were only about five by eight inches in size and printed only in black ink, but they were definitely 

little comic books. We ran over and picked them up to look at them ï and were shocked to see they were comics of naked men and 

women, in strange positions, with words that Etta Jean and I did not know the meanings of. And they showed everything on the charac-

tersô bodies! We were amazed! 

 

Then we got worried ï our folks would not want us seeing that kind of thing, we were pretty sure, and since by this time we were nearly 

to the park, we sat under a tree and tried to decide what to do with them ï we finally decided to hide them until we could show them to 

someone older who would know what they were. So we headed home, carrying the little comic books and trying to figure out where we 

could hide them. Everyone was at my house, so we went to Etta Jeanôs house, as her folks and brothers were gone. After some delibera-

tion, and several hiding places that werenôt too safe, we spotter her motherôs big family bible ï it had a zipper around the leather cover, 

and since her mother was not religious anyhow and never went to church, it was the perfect place to hide them! We put the little comic 

books inside the bible, zipped it up and put it back up on the shelf. And being only eight years old, promptly forgot all about them. 

 

One day months later, Etta Jean came over and wanted to know if I wanted to go to Sunday school with her the following weekend ï it 

was Easter and someone had asked her mother to go to church with them ï since my family wasnôt religious either, I said yes, and Etta 

Jean and I went to Sunday school. Her mother went into church with her friends for the Easter services, and when the preacher asked the 

congregation to open their bibles, she unzipped her bible, and as it fell open six little comic books fell out of it onto the floor. The gentle-

men on either side of her hastened to pick them up and hand them back to heré 

 

Suddenly Etta Jeanôs mother was pulling us out of the Sunday school class and walk-

ing us rapidly out of the church towards home! Only instead of going to their house, 

she walked us straight to my house! My parents were as shocked as she was to find out 

that we had put them into her bible! Needless to say, neither one of us was able to sit 

down very well for about a week (spanking wasnôt frowned upon in those days.) We 

also had to endure more than a few lectures about talking to our parents when we were 

uncertain of strange happenings. 

 

 

 

 

My father made a visit to the man down 

on the corner who had put them in the 

alley and convinced him to think very 

carefully before he left anything else of 

that nature lying around. 

 

To this day at seventy five years of age, Iôm still not sure that zippered bibles are a good 

idea, but what has bothered me most all these years is ï how did she know it was us girls 

and not her sons that put the books in there?? 
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Frank Schweller played his new Roland accordion 

for us with theñLichtensteiner Polkaò, the ñClarinet 

Polkaò and ñVienna Life,ò and a medley of ñOnce In 

While,ò ñDream,ò and ñAs Time Goes By.ò You're 

really getting some beautiful sounds with that new 

accordion, Frank. 

Elmer Fazer also has a new lighter weight Roland 

accordion. He plays every Friday and Saturday night 

at Haus Murphy's German Restaurant in Glendale, 

and said his other accordion just got too heavy to 

stand and play, thus the new one.           He began with 

ñTea For Two,ò then ñStreets Of Paris,ò and ended 

with a song I don't know. Really good, Elmer. 

Now for the Open Jam Circle - 

the gang got together, which included Pete Donatella taking the 

lead, with Jerry Szymanski, Leigh Dechaine, Lester Rossner, 

Ron Grabowski, Rosemary Smith, Dennis Humlicek, Frank 

Schweller, Ted Lee and Elmer Fazer. They began with ñCafe 

Polka,ò ñBeer Barrel Polka,ò ñAuf Wiedersehen,ò ñSheboygan 

Polka,ò then a waltz, then Dennis Enright joined the group with 

his violin to play ñWhat a Friend We Have In Jesus.ò Lester 

Rossner led the group with a polka he said was called 

ñYesterday Was Sunday,ò - not sure that was actually the name 

of it, since yesterday was Sunday, but it was pretty. Then they 

played ñBye, Bye, Blackbird,ò and ñMy BlueHeaven,ò (I 

think.) That's the fun of this type of impromptu group play - 

you're never sure what the next person is going to play, but 

you just follow along. Jerry Szymanski led the group next 

playing his original polka titled ñCave Creek Polka.ò Leigh 

Dechaine led the next song ñPraise the Lord, I Saw the 

Light.ò Frank Schweller and Dennis Humlicek played 

ñThe Chapel In the Valley.ò Dennis Enright came up again 

with his violin and played a lovely song, joined by all the 

accordionists. Now the audience was invited to participate - someone requested ñJust Becauseò polka, then Pete led ñThe 

Tarrantella,ò with Lester playing the lead with Pete. Another request for the ñPennsylvania Polka,ò followed by ñThe 

Blue Skirt Waltz.ò Jack Dermody brought his 12-bass accordion up to play ñThe Twelve Bass Polka,ò an original polka he 

wrote for the ñOriginal Polkas Album.ò More requests from the audience, and so it went for the rest of the evening, again 

with no one leaving early! I consider that a gauge of how much folks are enjoying the meeting. By the way, let me say here 

that the gang had their very own sound man, David Opperman, who jumped up and moved the mic for every song ,they 

couldn't have done it as smoothly as they did without him! Thanks, David, for going above and beyond the call of 

duty ,everyone appreciated it! That was a really different, fun, and entertaining evening!  

Well, a quick ñas my Dad always said,ò - Experience teaches you to recognize a mistake when you've made it again.  

See you on September 19th. 


