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Enjoy and Dance to the Kenny Brandt Band  

on  MONDAY, MARCH 21st 
 

You are in for a treat. Be sure to read sax player 

Kenny Brandt and Tony Sabo Bios. ( Page 5 ) 

The Good times start when they play at 7:00 p.m.   

MARIO PEDONE RETURNS ON APRIL 18 
 

 

Hands down, Mario Pedone is one of the Arizona           

Accordion Clubôs favorites players in the entire world.  

And he is returning in April with both a workshop and an 

enchanting performance. Tell your friends. You KNOW they 

will have a good time. Also invite your DANCING friends 

because Marioôs music is so-o-o-o romantic. 

A WORKSHOP BY KENNY BRANDT AND HIS BAND  
at the Holiday Spa, Wednesday, March 24, 10:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. 

DEADLINE TO PRE-REGISTER:  Thursday, March 17, 2011 ï St. Paddyôs Day!! COST: Only $25. Includes lunch. 

 

After you hear Kenny and his band play dance music on Monday night, March 21, you might want to know how YOU can 

do that too. 

Well, thatôs what the workshop is about. If enough of you call in, we will present this workshop on Thursday, March 24. 

Even if you are an intermediate player, you will learn a lot.  

The atmosphere is informal. You can join in and play, or you can just sit back and listen. 

 

Learn harmonies. Learn how to make a big sound with just a couple of instruments.  

Learn things about electronic instruments that you may not have known before. 

To pre-register, call Pete Donatella at 623-877-1846. Or email Pete at pdonatella@cox.net.  
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MENU for March 21st meeting - Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner 

 

FEBRUARY 21st MEETING - THREE BAND DANCE NIGHT!!  

Review by Raye Donatella 

 

Pre-meeting music was beautifully played by Dr. Howard Van Orden on his Roland accordion. He 

played a very wide variety of tunes, each with an individual sound that kept it from sounding all the 

same. That was so nice, and such a pleasure to have you play for us again - 

seems like a long time since we've been able to enjoy your talent! 

 

Then Jerry Sleger kept us entertained with several pretty songs while the 

three bands were getting set up. Jerry is one of our go-to people for accordion repair. He played 

great in spite of problems with the house speaker system. Good job, Jerry - and your patience 

was admirable! 

 

Pete Donatella and Jerry Szymanski 

played several polkas, including ñHey Bob 

A Re Bobò and ñCave Creek Polka,ò which 

Jerry Szymanski wrote. Thanks, guys. You 

two got the dancing started. 

 

Next up was little Drew Seiser, Steve and Bonnie Durkitᾷs grand-

daughter. (Steve and Bonnie are two of the reasons that the Accordion 

Club meets at St. Stephenᾷs - they oversee 

our meetings and the kitchen staff and bar.) Drew played ñMerrilyò and ñHorse Sense,ò then 

was joined by her accordion teacher, Jack Dermody, for ñSkating.ò You're doing great, Drew. 

Keep up the good work. 

 

Darrell Ulch and Neil Rohlena came up to play ñMy Wild Irish 

Rose,ò ñSan Antonio Roseò and a polka that I didn't know. They 

ended with ñThe Blue Skirt Waltz.ò             Thanks, Darrell and 

Neil. We always enjoy your duets. 

 

It was time now for the dancing to start! Jack Dermodyôs group 

was up first, consisting of Jack on accordion, Raul Tapia on 

guitar, Jay Stevens on bass, and Bob Johnston on drums. They  

began with Jay singing ñKansas City,ò then a young lady, Laila 

Hirtz, who is singing on Jackôs CD (in German and English) 

took the stage and sang ñSailorò in German and English! Very 

impressive, Laila. Now the dancers formed a line dance, dancing 

to the ñBoot Scootinԁ Boogie,ò sung by Raul Tapia, then Laila 

again singing Jack Dermodyᾷs original polka ñTwelve Bass 

Polka.ò They ended their first set with ñSnow Waltzò and se-

gued into Pete Donatella's band with ñRock Around the Clock.ò 

 

Pete Donatella's band, óFor Peteᾷs Sake,ô consists of Pete on ac-

cordion, Jay Stevens on guitar and Eddie Detroit on bongo 

drums. Raul Tapia and Bob Johnston stayed on stage and played 

with Pete's group - they began with ñCherry Pink and Apple Blos-

som White,ò ñMoreò ñGirl From Ipanema,ò ñTea For Two Cha 

Cha,ò ñTrumpet Cha Cha,ò and finished with ñTango of the 

Roses,ò segueing into Bob Doszakᾷs band with ñI Don't Know 

Why I Love You Like I Do,ò sung by Bob Doszak. 
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St. Stephenôs Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 

(602) 997-4563 
Third Monday of the Month 

Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 

Meeting Ends at 9:00 
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Officers 

Presidentõs Message 
Please read this. Itôs important. 

 

Our meeting in February was different. It was a 

stretch. It was a dance event. The purpose of this 

monthôs letter is to ask you for some feedback. If 

you have a few minutes, please either send me an 

email or call me. Email: Dermody@cox.net  

Phone (602) 237-5627. Or, if you like, speak to 

any other member of the A.A.C. Board. 

 

The Positives. We had a dance. Dancers showed 

up and spent most of the meeting dancing. What was unusual is that we 

had a program in which you could choose to dance or socialize. We did 

not have to tell the audience to be quiet during the performances like we 

usually do. Overall the night was fun, friendly, and upbeat. 

 

The Negatives. Because the dance program controlled the use of time, 

our members who like to play solos or group songs could not do so. Yes, 

we had trouble with the sound system ï which is an ongoing issue. 

 

A Few Things We Learned. We learned from the experienced Bob 

Doszak that each band ought to have its own sound system. This guaran-

tees that the house system will not compromise the sound. We also 

learned that the set-up, sound checks, etc. should all be completed hours 

before the dance begins. Also, although our main purpose was to invite 

our own musicians to front a dance band, we realize that there is a learn-

ing curve and that it is difficult to complete with the big guns like Bob 

who have honed their skills over many decades. However, the very effort 

makes our musicians better and, hopefully, entertains our members and 

friends. 

 

And Now Itôs Your Turn. What ideas do you have? From what you saw 

the other night, would you like to see us try it again in the next year? As-

suming we return to the regular format of offering plenty of opportunity 

for our own members to play as they usually do, what do you like about 

that and what would you like to see changed? 

 

Finally, thank you for reading and participating.  ~ Jack 

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 

Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  

Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 

Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 

Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 

Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 

Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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PICNIC REPORT  Review by Raye Donatella 

 

The Arizona Accordion Club Annual Picnic at Papago Park was held on Satur-

day, February 26th. In spite of the constant reports of a rainy day, their was no 

rain - just light breezes and cool temperatures. Jay and Connie Stevens cooked 

up juicy hamburgers and hot dogs on an outdoor grill, and everyone that at-

tended brought along side dishes or desserts or chips for a very nice variety of 

eats. But the best part was the music and friendship. There were nine different 

accordionists - Darrell Ulch, Neil Rolena, Frank Schweller, Dean Egger, 

Leigh Dechaine, Jan Mundy, Jerry Szymanski, Pete Donatella, and Jay Ste-

vens and one electric bass played by Bruce Mundy - all playing and just jam-

ming - what a variety - folk music, polkas, show tunes - you name it, they played 

them all for over two hours! What a treat! That's the best kind of music! A spe-

cial welcome to Mr. and Mrs. Roger Riggs from Cordes Junction who not only 

came, but joined the club that same day! Thank you to all who attended and a 

special thank you to Jay and Connie Stevens for planning, cooking and oversee-

ing the whole thing. See you there next year. 
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionclub@cox.net  

KENNY BRANDT  
 

Kenny Brandtôs musical career started at the age of seven, 

when he started concertina lessons. He then moved onto 

the clarinet when he was ten. Kenny played with the fam-

ily band until 1965. At that time Kenny started playing 

sax and shortly thereafter became a member of the Herold 

Steinbach Band. This union lasted until 1970 when Kenny 

started his own band. Kenny played full time from that 

point on until 1998, at that time Kenny turned his atten-

tion towards the restaurant business, which he and his 

wife, Susie, are still involved in. During this period, 

Kenny was also a member of the 84th Division Army Re-

serve Band. Kenny still continues to be active on the mu-

sic scene. 

 

Over the years, Kenny has performed  at many festivals, 

picnics, weddings, clubs and even a national Pepsi com-

mercial.  Kenny has recorded and worked with many 

great friends and musicians including, Don Gralak, Bob 

Doszak, Joey Klass, Verne Meisner, Walter Ostanek, 

Scott Koehn, Jimmy Monsen, Steve Meisner, Hank 

Thunander, Eddie Rodick and Gordie Hartman, and 

the list goes on! 

 

Kenny is the recipient of a Polka Hall of Fame Award and 

the Wisconsin Orchestra Leaders Full Time Musician 

Award.  

 

      Currently Kennyôs Band consists of himself, Tony 

Sabo on Accordion and Joe Grilli on drums. Joe, ( with 

Kenny since 1980 )is one of the most respected drummers 

in the polka industry. 

 

In 1988 Kenny discovered Tony, an exceptionally  tal-

ented  accordionist, who also became a life long friend.   

TONY SAB0 
 

I started playing the accordion at the age of 4 years old. My 

father played in the basement every chance he could and I used 

to sit and watch him.  Knowing I showed interest in the accor-

dion, my father started me on a 12 bass accordion. As time 

when on, he realized I really enjoyed playing so he had me 

take lessons until the age of 15. 

 

      I was blessed to have seen many great accordionists that 

played across the country. From the Cleveland  Polka sound to 

the jazz and swing style of many greats.  

 

      After serving four years in the Marine Corps, I traveled 

back to my hometown of Slinger, Wisconsin. There I used to 

watch a local polka band that was awesome.  These guys used 

to play to crowds with standing room only. One day in 1988 I 

got a call at my fatherôs tavern from a gentleman by the name 

of Kenny Brandt. He was the leader of the polka band I 

dreamed of playing with. He said he was looking for a new 

accordion player and I tried out for the band.  

 

      Since 1988 I have had the honor of playing with Kenny 

and have become great friends. We have played all over the 

Midwest from clubs to taverns to picnics. We have done 

countless weddings, dance clubs, parties, you name it even one 

funeral. This is my first time to Arizona to perform and I canôt 

wait to get there.  

 

      I have been playing the accordion for 40 years, 23 of those 

years have been with Kenny Brandt. 

 

      I play a Baldoni ï Grand accordion and have played their 

accordions for most of my life. I hope to play another 40 years 

or until my body quits cooperating with me! 

 

Hope to see you all while we are visiting. 



Honorary Members 

Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Lenny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 

Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla -Rini * Myron Floren * Al Monti  

Lessons and Repairs 

Piano Accordion Instructors: 
 

Pete Donatella 623 877-1846 

Anthony Rolando 216-470-8463  

And Piano,/Organ  

Dr. Van Orden  

623 203 7909  and Chromatic B System 

Jack Dermody 602 237 5627  

Joanne Drum 480 994-4698 

Tony Putrino 480 483-3943 

 Bonnie Bingener  

602-279-0378 and Piano 

Joan Monti 602-923-3856 
  

Button Accordion Instructor  
 

Tony Longoria ( Él habla español  ) 

602 718 4058 Acordeon Also Bajo Sexto 

y Bajo Quinto y Bass Guitar. 
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Estimates always  free 
 

Ziggieôs Music  602 266 9622 

3309 North 3rd Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85012-2301 

www.ziggiesmusic.com 
Mondays thru Saturdays 10-7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coolidge  

Timothy Gomez 1 520 510 9317 

Accordion mini-convention 
in Reno, Nevada on April 4th & 5th. 
www.thegreatamericanaccordionist.com.  
 CB Productions, Inc. (775)351-7019. 

Corky Bennett 

corky@cbproductions.net  

748 S. Meadows Pkwy., 
Ste. A9-130 
Reno, NV 89521 
(775) 351-7019 
Fax (775) 622-0554 

Donations   
Helping to build a better club  
The Arizona Accordion Club isnôt just a 
organization. It is a group full of people who 

make it special.  

Accordion Insights From Guitar Lessons  By Jack Dermody  

Just for the heck of it, I bought a guitar from Ziggieôs ï if only because I know that if you carry a guitar around, people think thereôs a 

chance you might be cool.  

Seriously, I felt it was time to expand my musical knowledge.   

To make a long story short, once my fingers stopped bleeding from practice, I felt I had a chance.  And the first hurdle I had to jump was 

to play an instrument softly. If you play a guitar hard, strong, or loud ï well, the strings will not respond nicely. Theyôll just sound dull, 

or theyôll down right rumble. Imagine that -- hereôs an instrument you have to treat delicately.  

How many times have people told me to play the accordion softly? The problem with the accordion is that the reeds respond well 

whether you play soft or loud, so choosing to play loud might suit your fancy, but will chase away your listeners if thatôs the only way 

you play.  

Back to the guitar ï besides needing to practice long enough to develop calluses, you need to get excited and comfortable about contort-

ing your fingers like an Indian yogi ï and do so quickly from chord to chord. Let me tell you ï I will never, EVER, complain again about 

moving on the bass side of the accordion from, say, Bb to B7. The latter is a piece of cake compared to just about any transition on the 

guitar. Try the guitar and just make that ñsimpleò change from Bm to E7, for example. Them two chords ainôt anywhere near each other 

like they are on the accordion. Whoever invented the guitar was the same guy who invented other over-the-top activities like hitting a 

golf ball with a long skinny club, flying helicopters, and spinning on ice skates.   

Finally, the guitar makes me appreciate more and more how a guitar and accordion can produce heavenly music as a duo. In fact, the best 

lesson of all in taking on the guitar is that I now better appreciate what a guitarist is doing and what he probably hopes I wil l do in return 

on the accordion ï so beautiful music can happen.  



Come Hear Us Play 
 

 

Bob Doszak  
Music for all Occasions  
*** Single **Duo ** Trio***             
Bookings,  Info 480-982-0252 
bobd1108@aol.com  

 

Tony Putrino  
The Live Musical Stage Production of Go, Dog. Go! 
Tempe Center For the Arts 
 Jan 23rd thru Mar 6th 
Tony Putrino is  'Musician Dog' on Accordion!  
 
Check it out for more info go toé childsplayaz.org  

 
Bill Regina :  
Black Forest Haus 
4900 E. Indian School Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 602-938-3679 
Every Friday and Saturday 
6:00  to  9:00  
 

John Smoltz :  
480-575-0534  480-575-6996 
http://www.johnsmoltz.com/index.html 

 

 

DVDôs of Club Meetings are available.  

ñAll Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored events are copyrighted by 

the Board of the Arizona Accordion Club and are for the private use of our audi-

ence. Any other use of these programs or of any pictures, descriptions or accounts of 

the Arizona Accordion Club meetings, events and itôs performers, without a written 

approval of consent by the Arizona Accordion Club Board, is Prohibitedò 
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Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick :  
Haus Murphyôs 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 
 

Augie Figurelli:  
WILL BE at Vincitorio's 02/05/2011, at 6:00pm,  
 Will NOT be at Vincitorio's on 02/06/2011.  
(www.augieperforms.com) 
Check for performance schedule and exceptions.  
Vincitorio's Restaurant (480.820.2786) 
Thursdays  6:00pm - 8:30pm 
Sundays  5:30pm - 8:00pm  

1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109 - Tempe, AZ 
(www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com ) 
 

 Paddyôs Peg Leg 
http://www.myspace.com/paddyspegleg 
 



Ad Policy For Display ads, Arizona Accordion club members pay the lower price:    
Business card Size  $5.00  or $8.00 Quarter page  $10.00  or $16.00  Half page  $20.00  or $32.00 Full page  40.00  or $64.00    

Musical Items For Sale: 

Accordions For Sale 

Too Many to list, Key and Button Styles. 

Gabacho Bob 623 780 3622 

 

Samson Wireless system. Amplify your 

accordion without having to deal with a 

cable to trip over. This is what I used on 

my accordion. It works great. Cost for a 

new unit is about $260. Selling this one 

for $130. Todd Hagen 623-582-5852 

 

Custom Model Polytone "Polka King" 

 Musette accordion  41 / 120  

4/5 sets of Handmade reeds 

Black with Rhinestones 

Excellent Condition 

Best offer over $2,000.00 

Contact "DOC" 602-633-1558 

  

Crucianelli "Panitalia" Black accordion 

41 treble / 120 bass 10 / 7 switches 

Mint Condition Best offer over $1750.00 

Contact "DOC" 602-633-1518  

 

Imperial Musette Accordion, like new 

with pickup. Only $350.00 !  

Jerry 480 278 9633  

 

Petosa Accordion/Organ Series II 

Chamber 3/4 Handmade reeds. Black 

with engraving, complete with tone gen-

erator, has MIDI capacity. 1500.00  

J. Drum 480 994 4698 

 

Hohner Ventura IV Musette  

41/120 4/5 13/7 24 lbs $4000 

Hohner Atlantic IV Deluxe  

41/120 4/5 11+PM/3 22 lbs $750 

 480 830 8766 Glenn Tompkins 

 

Yorkville  Mixer Amp - 50 watts. Two 

lines in with separate jacks for micro-

phone, Cd/line, FX-send, FX-RTN, and 

earphone. Ten inch speaker with small 

horn. Priced new at $400.00 - will sell 

for $175.00. Excellent condition, great 

sound, and portable to carry. Contact 

Elmer Faser at 623-584-9801  

Excelsior Midi with Xetron X4 module.  

Eduardo. 480 661-7750.  

edwardoperez@cox.net 
 

RICHILIEU - Mint Rubell 4 String  

Paid $3500.00 for this "Like new" Castig-

lione 120 bass accordion, black, with 9 

treble and 3 bass switches and a 19" key-

board asking 2500.00 OBO  call              

480-629-8648 Jean Moore in Gilbert, AZ  

Plectrum Banjo, included Stand, Case, Extra 

String Set. $500.00. John 602-539-3475. 

Wanted :Looking for a Petosa. An S-2000 

model P-800 which had 4/4 sets of reeds or 

a model AM1100 an S-2000 Midi.                   

Have one for sale? Contact Norbert 

Ludewig. 908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 

Ridge Way, Fanwood, NJ 07023 

Cordovox, recently tuned. 

GC 2 row Accordion $250.00.  

Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525  

Guerrini Polka Box - Rhinestones - $2100 

Korg rotating sound machine - $250 

Crate Amp - 15" speaker - $300 

 Selmer Model 80 Tenor Sax - $2900 

Noblette Clarinet - $350 

Mikes, Stands, Fronts, etc. 

Ellie Aldrin - 602-996-8197 

Excelsior Midi with Xetron X4 module.  

 

Excelsior 19 1/4ò Keyboard,120 bass 

10/6 switches, slide mute, tone chamber, 

deluxe straps, heavy duty case, 27 lbs. 

$1,700.00. Harry 602 568 3931. 

 

120 bass Excelsior A.C. Great Musette 

$3,000 OBO Bob Dura  602-841-0487 

 

Petosa 800 Midi, $2700  

480 836 1604 or mobile 480 250 1399. 

Gale Evans gale2u@cox.net 

 Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. 

V.G. condition$350.00. 480 895-8161 

Victoria Super 1960's Black, white pearl 

keys. 18 3/4" Keyboard 21 lbs. 5 oz,. 

41 /120. 7/3 switches.3 reed L-M-H  

Dry tuned. Straps and case. $450 OBO 

Jean T 570 972-6434 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE?  

Arizona Accordion Club is in need of ac-

cordions, music, and music stands for begin-

ners. Tax deductible receipt. 
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Proteus/1 XR Module, model 9011, $75 

Carl Nyberg 480 982-1479 

ACCORDIONS & KEYBOARDS 

Accordeon@aol.com 

Phone 727 443 4113. Cell 727 417 6099 

www.accordionsandkeyboards.net  

  

Excelsior Symphony Made In New 

York. MIDI is installed. 4/6 sets of hand-

made reeds. Sano Amplification. Excel-

lent Condition. $3200.00 Free Shipping. 

 and 

Iorio  "K" Series ReedLess ( 15 lbs. )

accordion with Music Tech Midi  

Controller plus built-in sounds. 

Like New Condition. $2650.00  

Free Shipping 

 

Iôm looking for a copy of óBrazilian 

Sambaò. If you can accommodate me, I 

shall be in your debt forevermore. 

Joanne Drum 480 994 4698 
 

Looking for Chromatic accordion, 

C-system, 17lbs or less. Steve W at  

651-702 0719.msweninger@comcast.net  

 
SHURE Prologue mic in box. $35.00        

Fake book 900 + songs, $40.00                  

Fake book 300+ songs, $30.00                    
Music for Accordion, violin, piano $3 ea    

Country Greatest Hits 93 songs $10.00     

Book one for trumpet/Cornet  $2.00          
Book one for clarinet.$2.00                            

30 videos, Record albums  $1-$3.00.           

602-923-3856 

Wanted  
Dealers to handle my accordion Faux Fur 

bass strap covers. Unbelievably comfortable 

beautiful Faux Mink or Chinchilla 

 

Jimmy Jenson, 630 Elk Brophy Road, NW. 

Alexandria, MN 56308.     320 762 2411 

jejenson@charter.net 
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Catch us on the World Wide Web http://www.azaccordionclub.com   or My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com  
 

Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link offers Photos and 

bios of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to azaccordionclub@cox.net 

   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-2700 

 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 

 

ñQuality is remembered long after price is forgottenò 

             Roland Distributer 

  Best Prices on All Roland Products 


