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For Pete's Sake 

The ñFor Pete's Sakeò band performed in NJ, NY, 

and PA for 35 years and now with a few new 

members it is being rejuvenated here in AZ!  

Pete Donatella, Lester Rossner on accordions,  

Jay Stevens on bass, guitar and vocals,  

Eddie Detroit on his new drum set and  

a surprise female vocalist named Amy Vaughn  

-There won't be any music that you won't want to sing 

with, dance with, or tap your fingers along with!  

Come and enjoy on July 18th! 

The August 15th meeting will be different and special, Its ' Favorite Worship Songs ' 

At the May meeting, we were all surprised and moved by two gospel songs played and sung by Jay Stevens.  

 Here are sample titles to get you started: 

Amazing Grace ï The Lordôs Prayer ï Nessun Dorma ï Ave Maria ï Let It Be ï How Great Thou Art ï The Lost Chord ï In 

The Garden ï What a Wonderful World ï Yesterday ï Bridge Over Troubled Water ï A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ï 

Danny Boy ï Claire De Lune ï What a Friend We Have in Jesus ï Stardust ï God Only Knows ï Every Breath You Take ï 

Vincent ï Imagine ï Someone To Watch Over Me ï A Closer Walk With Thee ï Crying in the Chapel - Youôll Never Walk 

Alone - Swing Down Sweet Chariot - Milky White Way ï I Believe in the Man in the Sky ï He Touched Me ï Joshua Fit the 

Battle of Jericho ï The Old Rugged Cross ï Hail Holy Queen ï Holy God We Praise Thy Name 

Look for some of your favorite songs. Practice two or three of them and show them off on August 15.  



The Arizona Accordion Club Page 2   
MENU for July 18, 2011 - Spaghetti with Meatballs, Salad, Garlic Bread 

JUNE 20, 2011 MEETING - JAY STEVENS NIGHT! by Raye Donatella 

What a fun evening of entertainment!! First up was 

Michael, the eldest of the four OᾷGara children taught 

by Pete Donatella, who played ñThe Star Spangled 

Banner.ò 

He was followed by two students of Jack Dermody, 

Charlie Shadden and Aaron Dupuis. Aaron played 

ñSkating,ò then Charlie did a tune called ñGo Away.ò 

To end their set, the boys played ñAll Through the 

Night,ò which they learned so they could 

play it for their grandmother. Very 

nicely done, boys! You're really doing 

well with your lessons. 

Michael OᾷGara came up again and 

played a lovely version of ñAve 

Maria.ò His younger brother, Brady, 

joined him for a duet of ñThe Battle 

Hymn Of the Republic.ò Brady then 

played ñOh, Marieò and ñLes Bicy-

clette de Belize.ò The youngest of the 

OᾷGara boys, Sean, then played ñThe Irish Washerwomanò and 

ñGolden Slippers.ò Their sister, Mary Jane, put on her accordion and played ñThe William Tell Overtureò and ñThe Ar-

kansas Traveler.ò Next, Sean and Pete Donatella joined Mary Jane and the three of them did a song titled ñMinka.ò 

Brady came up and took over for Pete and the three OᾷGara kids played ñWhen the Saints Come Marching In.ò Michael 

had already left, as he is on the basketball team at Brophy High School and they had a game that night. These kids give so 

much joy to Pete that he thinks he should pay them for taking lessons from him! 

Now a special treat - our own Gabe Hall-

Rodrigues doing accordion and vocals, and 

his group, including Sean Brogan on bass 

and Wes Anderson on drums. The group 

calls itself óOcotrilloô - they are leaving for 

a trip back east in July so it was nice to get 

a preview of their show. They played sev-

eral songs from their CD, including ñYouԁd 

Be So Nice To Come Home To,ò ñYardbird 

Suite,ò ñIn the Wee Small Hours of the 

Morning,ò ñLamento,ò ñJust Friends,ò 

and ñFreedom Jazz Dance.ò Thanks, guys 

- enjoy your trip - I'm sure you're going to 

wow all those people back there! 
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Meeting Place 

President Jack Dermody  

(602) 237-5627 

Vice President  Jerry Szymanski 

( 480) 488-0949 

Secretary Leigh Dechaine   

(623) 582-3746 

Treasurer  Pete Donatella  
(623) 877-1846 

Board Of Directors 

Bulletin Staff 

Dionne Hauke Editor  

Raye Donatella Seasoned Pro Reporter 

Pete Donatella Field journalist 

Florella Genco Distribution 

Zophie Still Photos 

Jerry Szymanski  Still Photos           

Sal Genco Video Camera 

http://www.azaccordionclub.com  

St. Stephenôs Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 

(602) 997-4563 
Third Monday of the Month 

Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 

Meeting Ends at 9:00 
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Officers 

Presidentõs Message 
Here we are in 2011 playing the piano accordion ï an in-

strument that was a pretty new invention in 1911. We are 

unhappy now that itôs not as popular as it was in the first 60 

years of the last century. There might be some kind of 

comeback, but todayôs popular instruments many to choose 

from and are made for today, not the last century. 

One hundred years ago, the accordion was a dream ful-

filled. Finally, regular people could learn music at home on 

an affordable instrument. If you didnôt have room for a piano or couldnôt afford 

one, the accordion was your salvation. Before electronic keyboards were in-

vented, the accordion became the perfect instrument for training in thousands of 

music schools across America. 

And musicians could be a one-man band on this instrument because the accor-

dion offered melody, rhythmic chords, and a good bass line. During the last De-

pression, you could make money with this one instrument. And it so happens 

that the current Depression is proving to be ideal for one-man bands, donôt you 

think? 

Until the 1950s, the accordion was very welcome in small combos and large 

bands because it offered special moods and could be featured for special music, 

such as Continental or Latin sounds. 

If you are a child today in 2011, you have a million choices for learning music. 

Whether you play an acoustic instrument or an electronic wonder, you can learn 

your lessons on YouTube or via Skype. 

I donôt think we should waste our time lamenting the passing of the accordionôs 

popularity. We play it because we like it. Young people who play it today do so 

because they like it. Itôs a unique acoustic instrument with unique sounds that 

delivers delicious sounds for supporting peopleôs feelings. 

Young people today are playing the accordion at Cirque de Soleil on trapezes. 

Cajun, Zydeco, Tex-Mex and so many very old genres keep the accordion alive 

with these cool-looking small button boxes that essentially deliver funky 

rhythms and glittery movement ï especially those little boxes that hang low like 

a guitar. 

During the holidays, accordion sounds sell more jewelry, perfume, flowers, and 

travel tickets than any other music. 

I think the new electronic instruments made by Roland are just the tip of the 

iceberg. I say watch what happens when the instruments sound better, look even 

cooler, and are lighter. 

This is definitely not 1911. We 

are six generations past that 

time. We have a lot to be proud 

of and lots to look forward to.  

Jack 

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 

Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  

Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 

Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 

Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 

Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 

Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 



The Arizona Accordion Club Page 4   

PLAY WITH THE CLUB FOR OKTOBERFEST GIGS  
 

Do you want to show off your chops and enjoy playing with the AAC  Ensemble this fall for Oktoberfests? 

Rehearsals begin soon.  

Thursday nights, 6:30 to 8:30. 

Locations are rotational: different house each week.  

This is a great social and musical opportunity. 

 

Contact Jack if you are interested. 602 317-9707. Dermody@cox.net 

We already have several bookings in September and October. 
 

Our ensemble outings 

are great publicity for 

the club and the fees 

we   engender help  

the club sponsor our 

wonderful guests 

throughout the year.  
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionclub@cox.net  



Honorary Members 

Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Lenny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 

Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla -Rini * Myron Floren * Al Monti  

Lessons and Repairs 

Piano Accordion Instructors: 
 

Pete Donatella 623 877-1846 

Anthony Rolando 216-470-8463  

And Piano,/Organ  

Dr. Van Orden  

623 203 7909  and Chromatic B System 

Jack Dermody 602 237 5627  

Joanne Drum 480 994-4698 

Tony Putrino 480 483-3943 

 Bonnie Bingener  

602-279-0378 and Piano 

Joan Monti 602-923-3856 
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Estimates always  free 

Ziggieôs Music   

602 266 9622 

3309 North 3rd Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85012-2301 

www.ziggiesmusic.com 

Mondays - Saturdays 10-6 

 

Coolidge  Timothy Gomez  

1 520 510 9317 

DVDôs of Club Meetings are available.  

ñAll Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored 

events are copyrighted by the Board of the Arizona Accor-

dion Club and are for the private use of our audience. Any 

other use of these programs or of any pictures, descriptions 

or accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club meetings, events 

and itôs performers, without a written approval of consent by 

the Arizona Accordion Club Board, is Prohibitedò 

Donations   
Helping to build a better club  
The Arizona Accordion Club isnôt just a 

organization. It is a group full of people who 

make it special.  



Come Hear Us Play 
 

 

Bob Doszak  
Music for all Occasions *** Single **Duo ** Trio**       
Bookings,  Info 480-982-0252 bobd1108@aol.com  

 

Bill Regina : Every Friday / Saturday 
Black Forest Haus 4900 E. Indian School Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 602-938-3679  6:00  to  9:00  
 

John Smoltz :  
480-575-0534  480-575-6996 
http://www.johnsmoltz.com/index.html 
 

Augie Figurelli:  
(www.augieperforms.com) 
Check for performance schedule and exceptions.  
Vincitorio's Restaurant (480.820.2786) 
Thursdays  6:00pm - 8:30pm 
Sundays  5:30pm - 8:00pm  

1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109 - Tempe, AZ 
(www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com ) 
 

Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick :  
Haus Murphyôs 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 

Paddyôs Peg Leg 
http://www.myspace.com/paddyspegleg 
 

Paul Kay  
Lynx Lake Cafe and Marina (928)-778-0720     Lo-

cated Just Outside Prescott, Arizona. 

http://www.lynxlakeprescott.com/ 

All Summer, Fall and until late December. 
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