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The June 20 Meeting is JAY STEVENS NIGHTé 

We have been watching Jay Stevens for several years. He started accordion lessons 

with Pete Donatella just a few years ago. Now is ready to ñgo on the roadò with several 

hours of very entertaining music. Jay plays, sings, makes recordings, we all know what 

an amazing entertainer he is. Jay will feature everything he has learned with electronic 

equipment. 

Also playing on June 20th is Gabe Hall-

Rodriguez and his group 'OCOTRILLO'  

Gabe Hall-Rodriguez is heading back east 

this summer to entertain at many events, 

including the nationôs biggest gathering of 

accordion students, the AAA. Show up early 

because he will play early. 

Read all about Ocotrillo on page 4  

We have been watching Gabe for several 

years and are very proud of him.   

 July 18th "For Pete's Sake "        
band  is alive and well after a 26 year 

hiatus. 

 

You will listen and dance to the reconsti-

tuted "For Pete's Sake"  

Be at the meeting by 7:00 PM and hear 

Jay Stevens, Lester Rossner and Pete 

Donatella 
 

email us with a song request by July 17th 

and we will gladly play it for you.   

Last minute requests will cost double.   

(Let's see!!  2 X $0.00 =  ?)  
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MENU for June 20,2011 - Chicken Breast Sandwich with lettuce and tomato, chips, fruit 

 

MAY 16TH MEETING - LESTER ROSSNER NIGHT by Raye Donatella 

 

First, a correction to last month's newsletter, was misdated. The  newsletter said ñMAY 2011ò Instead of ñAPRIL 2011ò - 

but hey - the world didn't end on May 21st, but the Arizona Accordion Club had two Mays in 2011! For those of us who 

archive the newsletters, don't forget to change last month's to April. 

 

Now on to our May meeting. The first of the Summer Special Meetings began with Pete Do-

natella playing the pre-meeting music. Probably the most well known member of the Arizona 

Accordion Club, Pete's inimitable style is always welcome in any setting. His big band sound 

and unlimited repertoire makes for easy listening. (And no, I am not partial!) 

 

Our AAC president, Jack Dermody, was on vacation, so vice-

president Elmer Faser ran a quick smooth meeting. Next up was 

a student of Jack's, young Carlos Wulf, who played ñJoin the 

Fun,ò ñCharlie the Chimpò and ñSkating.ò Very nice, Carlos. You are doing so well! 

 

Elmer invited Josep Baginac up next - Josep was 

about Carlosᾶ age when he began playing at the Ari-

zona Accordion Club, and now here he is a fine 

young man that has won several awards for his accor-

dion playing. He began with a German waltz called 

ñReit Im Winkl.ò then a wonderful version of ñSharpshooterԁs Marchò then he 

was joined by violinist Sarah Anderson for a 

beautiful duet called ñRed and Black.ò That was 

great, you two. 

 

Rosemary Smith of Sun City, accompanied by 

Jim Winning on drums, played "Jambalaya,ò 

ñQuicksilverò and finished with ñA Simple Mel-

ody.ò Elmer announced that Rosemary has only 

missed two meetings in six years with the Sun City 

Accordion Club. By gosh, Rosemary, I don't be-

lieve you've missed many more than that of the 

Arizona Accordion Club! Thanks, Rosemary - we 

always love having you. 

 

John Trippon was up next with his beautiful button box - he played 

ñAnneliese,òñLichtensteiner Polkaò and ñAustrian Wedding Dance.ò How do you 

get such pretty music out of all those little buttons, John? Very nice. 

 

Time now for our headliner, the Lester Rossner Trio consisting of our own Lester 

Rossner on accordion, with Jay Stevens on bass and Jim Winning on drums. Lester 

and his wife, Zofie, have been in Chicago for several months and they have been 

sorely missed - Zofie is our photographer for the newsletter, and Lester is the club's 

very special accordionist! ( Continues on Page 11 -> ) 
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President Jack Dermody  

(602) 237-5627 

Vice President  Jerry Szymanski 

( 480) 488-0949 

Secretary Leigh Dechaine   

(623) 582-3746 

Treasurer  Pete Donatella  
(623) 877-1846 

Board Of Directors 

Bulletin Staff 

Dionne Hauke Editor  

Raye Donatella Seasoned Pro Reporter 

Pete Donatella field journalist 

Florella Genco Distribution 

Zophie Still Photos 

Jerry Szymanski  Still Photos           

Sal Genco Video Camera 

http://www.azaccordionclub.com  

St. Stephenôs Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 

(602) 997-4563 
Third Monday of the Month 

Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 

Meeting Ends at 9:00 
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Table of Contents 

Officers 

Presidentõs Message 
Hello everybody, 

I want to talk about recruiting new members. 
Oddly, I think the best solution is right in front of 
our noses. 

Have you noticed that we have fresh faces show 
up at just about every meeting? It might be one 
face or twenty faces. In any case, new people somehow find their 
way to our club. 

While I used to spend most of my time playing the role of emcee 
in the past, I did not realize the full potential of schmoozing with 
those new faces. First of all, there was no time for me personally 
to spend more than a few seconds with anybody. But since Elmer 
Faser has taken on the role of emcee, I have met some extraordi-
nary people. 

What this is leading to is I think we can all be welcome-ers. 
²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ 
ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇΚ ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛǘ ōŜ Ŧǳƴ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǳǎΚ 
And find out what they hope to do or hear or see should they 
want to come back? 

When you see positive comments from other clubs and other or-
ganizations around town, people say that they joined that group 
because they felt welcome. They felt they got a warm reception 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦŜƭǘ άƭƛƪŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦέ  

Well we too are family. Most of us have been together for many 
ȅŜŀǊǎΦ LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ   
ǘŀōƭŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻǳǊ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
reach out to other people. 

But just think of the benefits of reaching out. We might make new 
friends, find out new information, discover new and exciting play-
ers, and so much more. 

{ƻ ǿƘŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΚ [ŜǘΩǎ ǎƘƻǿŜǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƴŜǿ ŦŀŎŜǎ ς
 at every single meeting.  

Jack 

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 

Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  

Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 

Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 

Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 

Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 

Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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Ocotrillo  
  

 is comprised of Gabe Hall-Rodrigues (accordion and 

vocals), Sean  Brogan (bass), and Wes Anderson  

(drums). All members of the trio graduated with degrees in 

music from Arizona State University (ASU).  Ocotrillo's 

repertoire contains a variety of music styles, including 

classic jazz and standards, older styles, such as Dixieland 

or New Orleans jazz, as well as music from various 

parts of Brazil, including numbers by Tom Jobim, Gilberto 

Gil, Luiz Gonzaga, and more. The group brings a fun and 

positive energy to playing,  and  each  performer  holds  

awards  for  his  respective instruments from national and 

state organizations.  The group hopes  to  be  able  to  en-

tertain  any  audience  and  truly  enjoys making music 

together for people who enjoy it. 

 

Gabe Hall-Rodrigues is a native of Arizona and began 

playing piano at the age of 7.  He grew up in a Brazilian-

American family and the mixing of his two parentsô cul-

tures provided him with exposure to a variety of genres and a unique set of musical experiences.  Although only 23, Gabe 

has been performing in Arizona, California, and Mexico for the past 9 years and has performed with a variety of ensembles 

primarily playing keyboard or piano, and singing.  Gabe graduated ASU in May 2010 with a degree in Music Therapy. He is 

beginning his Masterôs Degree program in Jazz Piano Performance in the Fall of 2011. 

  

Gabe is an active performer in the Phoenix valley with several groups, including: Another Day, a local reggae-rock band in 

which he plays keyboards, accordion and is the lead singer;  The Dixie Devils, an ASU affiliated New Orleans style jazz 

band in which he plays accordion and sings;  and Som Brasil, a local Brazilian band playing a variety of genres native to that 

country.  He has been featured singing with the ASU Concert Jazz Band on two occasions and was an accordion soloist with 

the ASU Sun Devil Marching Band.  Gabe was featured as a guest artist with the Salt River Brass Band on various concerts 

and has performed with numerous chamber ensembles highlighting many works by Astor Piazzolla.  Gabe was awarded first 

place in the U.S. Virtuoso Solo Competition at the 2010 American Accordionistsô Association Festival in Hershey, Pennsyl-

vania.  

 

Sean Brogan 
 is a recent graduate from the Herberger School of Music at ASU.  As a Jazz Performance 

major, Seanós education focused heavily on Theory, Performance, Ear Training, Arranging, Composition, and Improvisation.  

While at ASU, Sean had the opportunity to perform in many exceptional ensembles, including ASUôs Latin Jazz Band, Con-

cert Jazz Band and various small ensembles.  For his Senior recital, many original compositions were presented, which rep-

resented the many musical influences throughout his life. Since graduating in May 2010 with honors (Magna Cum Laude), 

Sean has pursued his career as a freelance musician.  Being well versed in many musical styles has led Sean to work along-

side other great artists, such as Frank Marocco, Fred Forney, Nick Manson, Margo Reed, Barb Catlin, Lynne Timmes, and 

many others. Sean currently holds the principal bassist position for the Phoenix Childrenôs Chorus and is a former member 

of the Sedona Jazz on the Rocks youth band. 

 

Wesley Anderson  
started playing the drum set at the age of 8.By the age of 17, he joined the Arizona Academy Drum and Bugle Corps, where 

he played snare drum from 2004-2008.  During this time he received numerous awards and championship titles.               

Wes attended ASU from 2008Ȥ2010 receiving his Bachelor of Music in Jazz Performance in December of 2010. He currently 

teaches the ASU drumȤline, as well as local private students. Over the years Wes has been given the opportunity to play with 

many notable musicians, including Frank Marocco, Stas Venglevski, Vince Abbracciante, Bob Mintzer, Wycliff  Gordon, 

Gregg Bissonette and many others. 
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionclub@cox.net  

PLAY WITH THE CLUB FOR 

OKTOBERFEST GIGS 
 

Do you want to show off your chops 

and enjoy playing with the AAC  

Ensemble this fall for Oktoberfests? 

Rehearsals begin soon.  

Thursday nights, 6:30 to 8:30. 

Locations are rotational: different 

house each week. This is a great   

social and musical opportunity. 

 

Contact Jack if you are interested. 

(602) 317-9707. Dermody@cox.net. 

We already have several bookings in 

September and October. 

 

Our ensemble outings are great    

publicity for the club and the fees we 

engender help the club sponsor our 

wonderful guests throughout the 

year.  



Honorary Members 

Art Van Damme * Dick Contino *Dr. John Van Such * Art Metzler * Lenny Simmons 

Frank Yankovic * John Cesinger *Joe Kino * Helen Criscio * Flaco Jimenez 

Tony Lovello * Frank Marocco * Anthony Galla -Rini * Myron Floren * Al Monti  

Lessons and Repairs 

Piano Accordion Instructors: 
 

Pete Donatella 623 877-1846 

Anthony Rolando 216-470-8463  

And Piano,/Organ  

Dr. Van Orden  

623 203 7909  and Chromatic B System 

Jack Dermody 602 237 5627  

Joanne Drum 480 994-4698 

Tony Putrino 480 483-3943 

 Bonnie Bingener  

602-279-0378 and Piano 

Joan Monti 602-923-3856 
  

Button Accordion Instructor  
 

Tony Longoria ( Él habla español  ) 

602 718 4058 Acordeon Also Bajo Sexto 

y Bajo Quinto y Bass Guitar. 

Wanted  
Dealers to handle my accordion Faux Fur 

bass strap covers. Unbelievably comfort-

able beautiful Faux Mink or Chinchilla 

 

Jimmy Jenson, 630 Elk Brophy Road, 

NW. Alexandria, MN 56308.320 762 

2411 jejenson@charter.net 
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Estimates always  free 

Ziggieôs Music   

602 266 9622 

3309 North 3rd Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85012-2301 

www.ziggiesmusic.com 

Mondays - Saturdays 10-6 

 

Coolidge  Timothy Gomez  

1 520 510 9317 

DVDôs of Club Meetings are available.  

ñAll Arizona Accordion Club Meetings and sponsored 

events are copyrighted by the Board of the Arizona Accor-

dion Club and are for the private use of our audience. Any 

other use of these programs or of any pictures, descriptions 

or accounts of the Arizona Accordion Club meetings, events 

and itôs performers, without a written approval of consent by 

the Arizona Accordion Club Board, is Prohibitedò 

Donations   
Helping to build a better club  
The Arizona Accordion Club isnôt just a 

organization. It is a group full of people who 

make it special.  

 

FIRST NATION -WIDE   

ACCORDION BABES  

TOUR SUMMER 2011! 
 

From California  to New York and Back! 
 June 13 - Los Angeles, CA (TBD) With  Ketchup Soup 

June 14 - Phoenix, AZ - The Trunk Space 
 

The Accordion Babes are two singer/accordionists from San 

Francisco on a national tour. They dress sexy, sing original 

music and covers; their styles include Zydeco, cabaret, tradi-

tional French and Irish music, pop songs, blues, rock-n-roll. 

In addition to accordions, they play stomp box, glockenspiel, 

loop pedal, ukulele; and take turns backing each other up with 

vocal harmonies. 
 

Renee's website is:  http://squeezeboxgoddess.com/  

Amber Lee's website is: http://amberleeandtheanomalies.com/  

http://squeezeboxgoddess.com/
http://amberleeandtheanomalies.com/


Come Hear Us Play 
 

 

Bob Doszak  
Music for all Occasions *** Single **Duo ** Trio**       
Bookings,  Info 480-982-0252 bobd1108@aol.com  

 

Bill Regina : Every Friday / Saturday 
Black Forest Haus 4900 E. Indian School Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 602-938-3679  6:00  to  9:00  
 

John Smoltz :  
480-575-0534  480-575-6996 
http://www.johnsmoltz.com/index.html 
 

Augie Figurelli:  
(www.augieperforms.com) 
Check for performance schedule and exceptions.  
Vincitorio's Restaurant (480.820.2786) 
Thursdays  6:00pm - 8:30pm 
Sundays  5:30pm - 8:00pm  

1835 E. Elliot Road, C-109 - Tempe, AZ 
(www.vincitoriosrestaurant.com ) 

 
 

 

 

313 N.E. 45th St.         Seattle, WA 98105   (206)-632-2700 

 

Visit Our Web Site   www.petosa.com 

 

ñQuality is remembered long after price is forgottenò 
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Elmer Faser and Duane Tendick :  
Haus Murphyôs 
5739 West Glendale Avenue 
Glendale Arizona 85301 
623 939-2480 
Every Friday and Saturday 6:00 to 8:00 
 

Paddyôs Peg Leg 
http://www.myspace.com/paddyspegleg 

 



Ad Policy For Display ads, Arizona Accordion club members pay the lower price:    
Business card Size  $5.00  or $8.00 Quarter page  $10.00  or $16.00  Half page  $20.00  or $32.00 Full page  40.00  or $64.00    

Musical Items For Sale: 

Zupan 4 Row CGFBb V.G. condition. 

With case $1000.00 520 903 6378 Keith 

Tucson ,Arizona 

Accordions For Sale Too Many to list, 

Key and Button Styles.                

Gabacho Bob 623 780 3622 

Petosa Millennium Reedless Engraved 

Accordion with case, 18 lbs. Like new 

module with case, Manual and extra 

cable. $2500.00 . John K. 608-837-7587, 

Cell 608-692-9596.jonlois2@charter.net 

Samson Wireless system. Amplify your 

accordion without having to deal with a 

cable to trip over. This is what I used on 

my accordion. It works great. Cost for a 

new unit is about $260. Selling this one 

for $130. Todd Hagen 623-582-5852 

Petosa Accordion/Organ Series II 

Chamber 3/4 Handmade reeds. Black 

with engraving, complete with tone gen-

erator, has MIDI capacity. 1500.00 J. 

Drum 480 994 4698 

Hohner Ventura IV Musette  

41/120 4/5 13/7 24 lbs $4000 

Hohner Atlantic IV Deluxe  

41/120 4/5 11+PM/3 22 lbs $750 

 480 830 8766 Glenn Tompkins 

 

Yorkville  Mixer Amp - 50 watts. Two 

lines in with separate jacks for micro-

phone, CD/line, FX-send, FX-RTN, and 

earphone. Ten inch speaker with small 

horn. Priced new at $400.00 - will sell 

for $175.00. Excellent condition, great 

sound, and portable to carry. Contact 

Elmer Faser at 623-584-9801  

Excelsior Midi with Xetron X4 module. 

480 661-7750. edwardoperez@cox.net 

RICHILIEU - Mint Rubell 4 String  

Paid $3500.00 "Like new" Castiglione 

19ò Key / 120 bass accordion, black, 

with 9 treble / 3 bass switches asking 

2500.00 OBO  call 480-629-8648 Jean 

Moore in Gilbert, AZ  

Wanted : a Petosa. An S-2000 model P-

800 with 4/4 sets of reeds or a model 

AM1100 an S-2000 Midi.  Norbert 

Ludewig. 908-889-8476, 973-792-4661. 2 

Ridge Way, Fanwood, NJ 07023 

Cordovox, recently tuned. 

GC 2 row Accordion $250.00.  

Ed Mikulich 623 362 1525  

Guerrini Polka Box - Rhinestones - $2100 

Korg rotating sound machine - $250 

Crate Amp - 15" speaker - $300 

 Selmer Model 80 Tenor Sax - $2900 

Noblette Clarinet - $350 

Mikes, Stands, Fronts, etc. 

Ellie Aldrin - 602-996-8197 

 

Excelsior 19 1/4ò Keyboard,120 bass 

10/6 switches, slide mute, tone chamber, 

deluxe straps, heavy duty case, 27 lbs. 

$1,700.00. Harry 602 568 3931. 

 

120 bass Excelsior A.C. Great Musette 

$3,000 OBO Bob Dura  602-841-0487 

 

 Excelsior New York Model 5 accordion. 

V.G. condition $350.00. 480 895-8161 

Victoria Super 1960's Black, white pearl 

keys. 18 3/4" Keyboard 21 lbs. 5 oz,. 

41 /120. 7/3 switches.3 reed L-M-H  

Dry tuned. Straps and case. $450 OBO 

Jean T 570 972-6434 

 

Iôm looking for a copy of óBrazilian 

Sambaò. If you can accommodate me, I 

shall be in your debt forevermore. 

Joanne Drum 480 994 4698 

 

Excelsior  96 bass midi accordion. 17 1/2 

inch keyboard.  7/3 switches. 4 pickups. 

Lightweight 21 pounds. Excellent condi-

tion.  Includes case.  $2000.Fake books, and 

other music for accordion.  Record albums. 

Joan  602-923-3856 

 

Proteus/1 XR Module, model 9011, $75 

Carl Nyberg 480 982-1479 

Wanted Chromatic C system accordion, 

17lbs max. Steve 651-702 0791 

msweninger@comcast.net  

The Arizona Accordion Club Page 8   

ACCORDIONS & KEYBOARDS 

Clearwater, FL  

Accordeon@aol.com 

727 443 4113. Cell 727 417 6099 

www.accordionsandkeyboards.net  

Free Shipping on these accordions 

 Excelsior Symphony Made In New York. 

MIDI is installed. 4/6 sets of handmade 

reeds. Sano Amplification. Excellent Con-

dition. $3200.00 

  Iorio  "K" Series Reedless ( 15 lbs. )

accordion with Music Tech Midi  

Controller plus built-in sounds. 

Like New Condition. $2650.00  

Call Jerry 623-332-2343 on the following 22 

listingséééééé 

Star Concertina Super Star mint.  

7 switch Quad in Bb. Black/chrome/red  

104 key. Internal microphone with 

hookup ,original carrying case.$1,800.00 

 

Rossetti Bb Trumpet gold plated, lacquer 

finish. Bach 7C mouthpiece. Plus another 7C 

mouth piece, hard case - $150.00 

2 Hohner Super 64 Chromonica Key of C 

German Harmonica in excellent condition 

$150.00 each. $300 for the pair. 

 

Yamaha YPG 525 Portable Grand Electric 

Keyboard. 88 keys, rhythm selection pro-

grammable sounds, split keyboard    music 

sheet holder, stand (with cover) and wood 

legs, keys, carrying cover $450.00 

 

Crown XTI 1000 Digital Power Amplifier , 

1400 Watts. with hard case. $350.00 

 

Mackie Mixer Board DFX 12.  

Six-channel on-stage mixer with EMAC digi-

tal effects. 

 

Boss DR-3 Rhythm Drum Machine. 100 

presets,  100 programmablestyles.120 drum 

and percussion sounds.12 bass sounds. never 

used, in original box $175.00 

HOHNER Red 34/80 VERDI II 

excellent sound and condition  

$250.00 OBO  

 

PRO Black CRUCIANELLI  

41/120 bass, 10/7 plus master Palm switch  

With Pickup excellent condition  

$2000.00. John 602-515-1279 

tel:602-923-3856


The Arizona Accordion Club Page 9   

Catch us on the World Wide Web http://www.azaccordionclub.com   or My Space at http://www.azaccordionclub.com  
 

Find Updates and features on upcoming meetings and highlights of our great guest performers. The Club Performers link offers Photos and 

bios of some of our regular players. Arizona Accordion Club members are encouraged to send their info to azaccordionclub@cox.net 

   Check the slide show for photos from recent Arizona Accordion Club meetings. 

2 Peavey PR12 Neo Speaker. Triangle 

shape, with covers. 400 watts, 8 ohms, 

full range parallel inputs. light weigh, 

portable - $150.00 each, $300.00 ( pair ). 

 

2 Alesis SR-16. 24 Bit Stereo Drum Ma-

chine. Also additional downloads for 

both. $100.00 each. $200.00 for pair. 

 

Shure Microphone, PE 56D, Unisphere I 

Dynamic with cord & case - $50.00 

Shure Microphone. 5655D ï Unisphere 

I Dynamic with cord & case - $50.00 

 

Audio Technica Head Microphone ï 

Artists Series - $50.00 

 

Traynor 6400 Mixer Amp.6 channels ï 

EQ, Reverb, Effects, cover - $100.00 

 

Sonic. Mini -Speaker. Monitor $30.00 

Tama Drum Stool. Steel, seat has cover - 

$40.00 

 

2  18ò Gooseneck Littlites ï High inten-

sity lamps with power supply $40.00 ea 

12ò Gooseneck Littlite ï High intensity 

lamps with power supply, clamp - $25.00 

 

Yamaha Alto Sax, gold plated, clean, 

excellent condition, original case - 

$400.00 

 

LeBlanc Vito Clarinet, Reso-Tone, ex-

cellent condition, original case Grenadilla 

wood, silver plated. MSRP $1,200. Ask-

ing $350.00. 

 

J. Parudaba & Son Double cup trumpet 

mouthpiece 6 star - $40.00  
 

Many Misc. Cords for piano, guitar, 

speakers and some foot pedals at various 

prices Jerry 623-332-2343 

.  Musical Items For Sale: 
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ñTHE CONTESTò by Pete Donatella 

 

Who would have thought that five accordion playing people could have as 

much fun as we had competing for the title of Accordion Idol? Each one of 

us performed at the Freedom Village Retirement Home in Scottsdale on 

separate dates beginning on April 1st. The residents there were the ones 

that voted at each event, and it came down to two players, Todd Hagen and 

Anthony Rolando, who were chosen as the finalists to attend a gala dinner 

event. There was also a Channel 10 morning broadcast on Tuesday morning 

featuring Bob Doczak, Pete Donatella, and Anthony Rolando, with the 

young Seiser sisters, Drew and Julia, performing. The winning trophy was 

awarded to Anthony Rolando, the Accordion Idol, at the formal dinner on 

Thursday night! Eat your heart out, American Idol! Besides the winner, 

Anthony, and the first runner up, Todd Hagen, Josep Baginac, Bob Doc-

zak and Pete Donatella rounded out the five contestants. 
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 The fellows played a wonderful variety of tangos, two-steps, waltzes, mazurkas, polkas, only a few that Iᾷll be able to name. 

Here are a few that I do know - ñMuskrat Ramble,ò ñTico Tico,ò ñThe Can Can,ò ñDonԁt Mess With My Toot Toot,ò 

sung by Jay Stevens, and Jay again doing the vocals on ñHeartaches By the Number,ò and ñHave I Told You Lately That I 

Love You,ò with Lester doing his Lester-style bellows shakes, then into ñAccordion Jump,ò ñLa Cumparsita,ò ñTra Veglio 

E Sogno,ò and ending their set with ñYellow Submarine.ò Wow! That was really great, you guys! And so much fun! 

 

Domenic Feroce came up to play ñPiemontesina,ò 

ñCherry Pink and Apple Blossom White,ò and 

ñCarnival of Venice.ò Those were beautiful, 

Domenic. Thanks for playing.  

 

The evening ended with one of my favorite duos - 

Frank Schweller and Dennis Humlicek playing 

ñWooden Heart,ò ñEdelweiss,ò and ñChapel In 

the Valley.ò We've missed hearing you two play - 

you sounded so good. That was a wonderful eve-

ning and a perfect start for the summer meetings - and we began and ended on time, which made it even more special! 

 

Now for a quick ñas my Dad always said 

ñLife does not begin at the moment  

of conception or at the moment of birth.  

 

It begins when 

the kids leave 

home and the 

dog dies.ò See 

you June 20th 


