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MARIO PEDONE RETURNS MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2011. 
 

Mesmerizing music that portrays the wonderful human that Mario is. 

He was born on October 5, 1951 in Valenzano, a small town near Bari in 

southern Italy. His family emigrated to Valencia, Venezuela in 1959. His 

brother, Ludovico, began studying the accordion while Mario watched and 

listened and begged his father to let him also study this wonderful instrument. 

After studying and practicing for hours and hours under his first teacher, 

Franco Cupertino, he went on to study with Professor Miguel Casas Auge 

from Spain. Later he studied with Professor Roberto Ruscitti for seven years.  

 

He has performed in many countries, including Venezuela, Colombia, Swe-

den, Italy, Canada and all over the United States before settling in his present 

home in Sugarland, Texas. He has honored us with his presence here at the 

Arizona Accordion Club at least once a year for the past twelve or fourteen 

years. He is currently President of the Houston Accordion Club. 
 

And What About The MAY Meeting? MAY 16 IS JAM NIGHT!!  
 

Bring Your Accordion and Join US For an Old Fashioned Round of our own personal favorite songs. 

 Rosie Ledet    "The Zydeco Sweetheart" 
 
Rosie Ledet has become the act to watch on the zydeco circuit. 

Brimming with coy sensuality, Rosie's music is fresh and dar-

ing, while still retaining its links to its bayou Creole heritage. 

Rosie has a rare combination of talent, not only in the zydeco 

world, but in any musical genre. She can write top-notch award 

winning songs. hand with the best of them on her instrument, 

and can sing circles around her peers. Rosie is among the few 

Zydeco artists who can still sing and write some of  their own 

material in Creole French. 

Rosie Ledet and the Zydeco Playboys in Phoenix! 

Wednesday, April 13 at 7:00 PM at the 

Rhythm Room1019 E Indian School Road 

Phoenix, AZ 85014 U.S.A. 
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MENU for April 18, 2011 - Spaghetti, Italian Sweet Sausage, Garden Salad, Garlic Bread 

 

MARCH 21 MEETING - AN EVENING WITH THE KENNY BRANDT BAND Review by Raye Donatella 
 

The entertainment began with John Trippon and his beautiful button box accordion. He played 

ñClarinet Polka,ò ñTrumpet Echoesò and ñAuf Der Autobahn.ò Wow, what a neat way to begin a 

night of great music! So nice to see and hear you 

again, John. 

 

Two students from the New World Educational 

Center Charter School, Carlos Wulf and Charles 

Shadden, played ñSkatingò - they were then 

joined by Carlosᾷ cousin, Aaron Dupuis, also a 

student at the school, to play ñHorse Senseò - 

which they proceeded to 

elaborate on by doing it as a ñroundò with Jack 

Dermody, their accordion teacher. Very nicely 

done, boys. You too, Jack. 

 

Now Domenic Feroce played ñWestphalia 

Waltz,ò ñBionda Bella Biondaò and ended with ñLa Filandia.ò 

Thank you, Domenic - those were really pretty songs. We al-

ways enjoy you. 

 

Pete Donatella introduced one of his young students, seven 

year old Ian Rankin , who played a nice version of ñGo 

Away,ò ñSkatingò and ended with ñHorse Sense.ò You're do-

ing so good, Ian. You kids have no idea what a pleasure it is to 

hear you young people play for us! 

 

Pete stayed up front, along with Jerry 

Szymanski, also on accordion, and Carl 

Nyberg on banjo to play three polkas, 

ñCastle Rock,ò ñLet's Have a Partyò and 

finished up with ñOoh, La La.ò If you want 

to hear some great polkas, these are the 

guys to play them for you! We call Jerry 

ñThe Polka Guy!ò Thanks, guys ! 

And so it was time for our evening headliners - Kenny Brandt on 

saxophone, Tony Sabo on accordion and Lou Pavlik on drums. They 

played a wonderful variety of music, including Cleveland style polkas, waltzes, big band sounds, 

and lots of danceable, sing- a-long type songs. Oh, 

and these guys also do vocals! And really great, too! 

I'll try to list some of their selections - ñLet Me Call 

You Sweetheart,ò ñArriva Derci Roma,ò ñGive Me 

a Kiss,ò ñWhen I Saw You Standing There,ò 

ñUnforgettable,ò ñIn The Mood,ò ñString of 

Pearls,ò ñPennsylvania 5000,ò ñChattanooga 

Choo Choo,ò ñCrying Time,ò ñUnder the Double 

Eagle,ò ñGreen Valley,ò and ñMemories of Vi-

enna.ò As you can imagine, a great many folks 

danced the night away. The rest of us just enjoyed 

the spectacular sounds coming from the sax with the       

accordion and drums as emphasis. What a show! 

Come back again, gentlemen! 
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St. Stephenôs Hall 
8141 North 16th Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85020 

(602) 997-4563 
Third Monday of the Month 

Meeting Begins at 6:30 PM 

Meeting Ends at 9:00 
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Presidentõs Message 
Iôm going on sabbatical. Rose and I expect to travel a lot this summer. On top of that, my business, a 

teambuilding seminar company, is growing again quickly, so I must tend to it. Someone else will 

lead the Arizona Accordion Club beginning in June of this year.                      And thatôs a good 

thing. Iôve been the leader for four years. You hear about ñterm limitsò being a good thing and, I 

agree, term limits are a very good thing. You get rusty. You run out of fresh ideas. You put an or-

ganization at risk for getting into a rut.Any of our board members would make a great leader, as 

would quite a few members. 

I am so grateful to so many of you. The man Pete Donatella, club treasurer from day one 

about 14 years ago delivers dependability and support and kindness like no other.  

Vice-President Jerry  Szymanski is the quiet one ï but what a stalwart, likable, and per-
fect team player. Whether he plays in the ensemble, plays out at our gigs, or takes photos 

at the meetings.  

Secretary Leigh Dechaine ï another old-timer on the board ï keeps the conversations 

lively, the ideas flowing, and the decisions well-planned and careful in their implementa-
tion, and letôs not forget the Accordion Festival he puts together each fall at St. Lukeôs 

Church.  

Elmer Faser, now head of the Scholarship Committee, truly cares about accordion 

students , keeps the scholarship administration fair and generous, and has been a best 

emcee at our meetings.  

Ted Lee is the hardest-working member of the club: whether he works on a fundraiser, 

helps the kids at the NWEC school, sets up the sound system, plays out to make money 

for the club, or needs to be a cheerleader ï Ted is the very best and a great friend to any-

one who is lucky enough to have him for a friend.  

Chuck Voinovich rarely misses a regular meeting, brings his family, and has spot-on 

ideas for good meetings. Paul Betken brings careful thought, excellent research, and bal-

ance to our decision-making ï his legal background helps the clubôs leaders make sound 
decisions and to trust its higher angels.  

 

Jay Stevens ï Mr. Can-Do ï runs rings around the rest of us in organizing gigs, setting 

up equipment, delivering an amazing yearly picnic, sitting in our bands and ensembles  to 
make us sound high-energy with his bass, guitar, and accordion ï and he always makes 

us ñcut to the chaseò in making smart decisions for the present and future of the club.  

 

Dionne Hauke is the clubôs mom and the clubôs muse ï offering her business premises 
for all kinds of events that include board meetings, lessons, one-on-one therapy, free 

repairs for student accordions, super discounts on musical stuff, the headquarters for our 

newsletter and website ï this list is ENDLESS.  

 

Cindy and Joe Geremia have gifted this club hundreds of hours of logistics and photog-

raphy services for many, many years. All with generosity and pure selflessness. In recent 

years, our ñden motherò and key inspiration has been none other than Raye Donatella 

whose spirit and high energy have made the entrance gate at our meetings a first-class 

welcome stand.  

 

Sal and Florella Genco are so gentle, and very, very friendly. Those two provide impor-
tant services month after month: Sal who creates the very large collection of videos from 

our meetings, and Florella with the very tedious task of mailing 

out our newsletters. And sharing duties at our meetings include 

Rose Dermody, Connie Stevens, Joanne Robinson, Earl Rob-
inson, Barbara Bednar, Gunn Magnusen, and a few others.  

 

If I have not mentioned your name, please consider forgiving me. 

The core workers of our club are more than a handful, you can 
see, and the club is as good as it is because of the dedication of 

these people. 

~ Jack 

Jerry Szymanski            ( 480) 488-0949 

Paul Betken                     (480) 755-3539  

Chuck  Voinovich           (480) 451-4416 

Dionne Hauke                 (602) 266 9622 

Ted Lee                            (623) 444-5106 

Jay Stevens                      (602) 819-5505 

Elmer Faser       Scholarship Chairman 
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Newsletter Inputs ? Please send them care of Jack at AzAccordionclub@cox.net  

Silent Reeds 

GENE FIORAMONTI 
 

His body has been donated to science 

and there will be a memorial service for 

family only.  If you wish to send condo-

lences to either Karen or Marietta, please 

find their addresses below.  Iôm sure they 

both appreciate your keeping them and 

their family in your thoughts and 

prayers. 

 

Karen Fioramonti 

9327 West Garnette Drive 

Sun City, AZ  85373 

 

Marietta Raymond 

20401 North 6th Drive, Unit 4 

Phoenix, AZ  85027  


